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To : 
Re : 


Records Management 
C§< 315E-HQ-1448534 


From: Counterterrorism 

, 02/17/2004 


Details: X The captioned 

intelligence and evidence as it relates to - establishes the 
investigation targeting Saddam ^sei. reqar ding Hussein. The 
subfile system for capturing information r g 9 

following subfiles will be established: 

x will be a repository for all contemporaneous notes 
and items iSich iill neld S bo retained that are not evidentiary 
in nature. 

IB - will document FD-192 bulky records and will be a 
repository for evidentiary material. 

7n0 be a repository for FD-302’s, inserts and 

classified LHM's which document interviews conducted of captione 
subject and additional High Value Detainees. 

BC - will be a repository for . background information on 
captioned subject and his closest associates. 

CE - will be used maintain all records regarding 
expenditures of case funds in captioned matter. 

ELA - will be used to maintain all documents regarding 
the administration of electronic surveillance in captione 
matter . 

ELI - will document all original elsur logs developed 
or maintained in captioned matter. 

LAB - Will be a repository for all laboratory requests, 
reports and findings in captioned matter. 

NC - will be a repository for all pertinent ^ewpaper 
clippings deemed of significant value that they wall add to the 
overall progression of the investigation. 

This EC also documents the fact that due to the 

sensitive nature of the interviews of captioned ^lect^and 

request of the Department of Jus 1 , Counterterrorism to 

Attorney General [noted m immediate EC from counce-cei 

General cSSsel, dated 02/06/20041 the 302 subfile will be 
restricted in the Automated Case Management System (ACS) . Access 
will be granted to the following individuals. 




2 



II 


II 


To : 
Re : 


Records Management 
315E-HQ-144853 


From: Counterterrorism 

4, 02/17/2004 


uc 



uc 



SSA 

George nro 


SSA 



SSA 

SSA 

SSA 

IA 

IA 

IA 

IA 

IA 

RO I . 

ITOS II Deputy Section Cmel 

ITOS II Section Chief 

D/AD Counterterrorism Division 

AD Counterterrorism Division 

EAD Count er terror ism/ Counter intel ligence 

OSC Baghdad Operations Center 

D/OSC Baghdad Operations Center 


Division 


bo 
b 1C 



3 



II 


II 



To : 
Re: 



ords Management 
3 15E-HQ-1448534 


From: Counterterrorism 

, 02/17/2004 


LEAD(s) : 

Set Lead 1: (Action) 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT 

RT WASHINGTON, DC 

(M RMD will ensure the aforementioned subfiles will 
be opened and that access to sub 302 will remain restricted to 
the above mentioned personnel. 


♦♦ 
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U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Baghdad Operations Center 
February 7, 2004 


Interview Session Number: 
Interview Conducted by: 

Arabic/English Translation: 


SSA Rpnrnfi L. 

SSAl 


Piro 


Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 
interviewed on February 7, 2004 at a military detention facility 
at Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) , Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 

X) Hussein stated he has served the Iraqi people for a 
very long time. He considers his greatest accomplishments to be 
the social programs for the citizens of Iraq and improvements in 
other sectors of the economy including enhancements to education, 
the health care system, industry, agriculture, and other areas 
that generally enhanced the way of life for Iraqis. 

In 1968, Iraqi people "barely had anything." Food 
was scarce, both in rural villages as well as in cities. 

Farmland was neglected and agricultural methods were primitive 
The Iraqi economy depended entirely on oil production, with most 
being exported from Iraq by foreign companies and not controlled 
by the government. As the country of Iraq manufactured very few 
products, most goods had to be imported. The health care system 
was "primitive" and the mortality rate was very high, 
particularly among the poor. The infant mortality rate was very 
high, estimated at 40-50 percent, with many deaths occurring 
during pregnancy or delivery. The literacy rate was around 
twenty-seven percent, with those classified as literate o 
not capable of true proficiency in either skill. Roads were 
almost non-existent in rural areas and "very bad" in the cities 
of Iraq. Limited educational opportunities existed at the 
university level, even in Baghdad. Many cities had no college 
whatsoever. Generally, only wealthy individuals could afford to 
send their children to a university. 


'X 
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><£ Hussein improved all of the areas Previously 
discussed. He considers this his greatest accomplishment and 
“service" to the Iraqi people. 

In response to a question regarding Hussein's own 

a “crime ■ Hussein stated he would never accept that for Iraq. 
When prompted ^ the interviewer a_second ^regar^ing^^ ^ 

Ss-.ike?- iU.in slid that he would not 

=?£S£®' BSSzxz- 

nor the American people, but the American system a 

K) Hussein stated it is not only important what people 
sav or think about him now but what they think m the future, 500 
or Y 1000 years from r.ow. The most important thing, however, 1S 
what God^Snks If God believes something, He will convince the 
people to believe. If God does not agree it.does not matter 
what the people think. Hussein added that a traitor prov 
information which led to his capture. As a guest at tne 
iSoaUon and as an Iraqi, he should not have been given up to OS 
forces. The grandchildren of this "traitor will hold him 
accountable and tell this to future generations. 

In the future, Hussein believes he will be known 
for fairness and as having “faced oppression." Ultimately, what 
the i»Ss“hS! will be up to them. Hussein stated Iraqis would 
not compare leaders of the pre-Islamic era to the Islamic 

>&<Hussein believes Iraqi citizens were able to 
exercise thefc rights to self-govern as guaranteed by tne interim 
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Constitution in 1990. This occurred because the people had a 
leader and a government to lead them. 

Hussein believes Iraq "will not die." Iraq is a 
great nation now, as it has been at times throughout history. 
Nations generally "go to the top” only once. Iraq, however, has 
been there many times, before and after Islam. Iraq is the only 
nation like this in the history of the world. This gift was 
given to the Iraqi people by God. When Iraqi people fall, they 
rise again. Hussein believes the Iraqi people "will take matters 
into their own hands, " rule themselves, and, with God, decide 
what is right. Hussein hopes that Iraq will advance in all 
areas, financial, religious, etc. He added that, as a 
humanitarian, he hoped the same for the American people. 

Hussein was quoted a passage from the book "Zabibah 
and the King," commonly attributed as his writing, where the 
deputies shout, "Long live Zabibah. Long live the people. Long 
live the army." The deputies do not, however, shout "Long live 
the king." Hussein was asked whether the Iraqi people will 
forget or fail to shout for him, to which he replied no. He 
said, "It's in God's hands." Hussein emphasized the king is not 
the main subject of the book, rather the people. He stated God 
comes first, then the people. Hussein added Jesus Christ was 
considered "from the people" as Mary was of the people and Christ 
lived among the people. Being faithful is a cherished thing in 
life, being a traitor is the worst thing. Hussein stated, "God 
wanted to tell us don't be surprised when people are traitors ^ to 
you." Hussein ended this portion of the discussion by saying "a 
prisoner can not do anything for the people." He said he still 
has to have faith in God and repeated "It’s in God's hands." 

Hussein stated the National Progressive Front, a 
political party, first existed as the National Front from 1970- 
1974. The National Front consisted of the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) , the Communist Party, and the Ba'ath Party. 

Political parties express differences in Iraq as occurs in other 
countries. Some groups, including the Kurds, did not believe in 
socialism along the same ideological lines as the Ba'ath.. In 
1991, the National Progressive Front never actually came into 
being because of failure to pass the Constitution which was due 
to the first Gulf War. 
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Hussein considered any individual who was faithful 
to Iraq, and to the people, to be a part of the .Ba’ath. The 
Ba'ath takes responsibility for successes and mistakes In 1989 
and again in 2002, Hussein attempted, unsuccessfully, to convinc 
his "colleagues" of the need for multiple political parties m 
Iraq. In Hussein's opinion, one party was not good ror Iraq^ 
Hussein stated, "Life does not accept only one idea. It accepts 
only one God." Hussein continued saying ^ that a political sys em 
similar to America's, with multiple parties, would cause too 
much commotion" for the Iraqi people and _ they would have to be 
forced to accept it. Hussein said, "I wish there were partie 
other than the Ba'ath." Differences, from. family through the 
people to the government, are good. Hussein ended this portion 
of the discussion by stating, "Currently, the only political 
parties existing in Iraq are the ones with the weapons. 

"XT Hussein was quoted another passage from "Zabibah 
and the kin<r which states, "I’m a great leader You must obey 
me. Not only that, you must love me." He was then asked wheth 
a leader can obtain greatness through his achievements for 1 
people or demand greatness through fear. Hussein responded that 
fear will not make a ruler and will not make people love a rule . 
Love comes through communication. The "author of this ^°ok 
comparing this King to past kings. He did not want to emphasi 
or advocate the idea of the monarchy to the people as the 
"author" does not approve of this form of government. Thus, the 
King died and Zabibah lived, as a symbol of the people. 

Hussein believes people will love him more after he 
passes away than they do now. People are resisting the 
occupation of Iraq, now and before, under t e anners , 

Hussein. Now, however, Hussein is not m power and is m prison. 

^5) Hussein stated people love someone for what they 
have done. During his Presidency and before, he , a £ c ° mplishe< ; , 
much for Iraq. He concluded a peace agreement with Bar zani( the 
Kurds) in the north in 1970. Hussein nationalized the Iraqi oil 
industry in 1972. He supported the 1973 war against. Israel in 
Egypt and Syria. Iraq survived eight years of war with Iran from 
1980-1988 and the first Gulf War shortly thereafter . Iraq lived 
through 13-14 years of a boycott. Hussein asked whether the 
boycott still existed, and was told no. Despite all t e 
hardships and issues endured by Iraq, one hundred percent o 
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people voted for Hussein in the last elections. In Hussein s 
opinion, they still supported their leader. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Ir Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Baghdad Operations Center 
February 8, 2004 


Interview Session Number: 2 

Interview Conducted by: SSA George T,. Pirn 

ssa| 

Arabic/English Translation: I 
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/H*) Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 
interviewed on February 8, 2004 at a military detention facility 
at Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) , Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 


Hussein stated the farm where he was captured in 
December, 2003 was the same location he stayed in 1959 after 
fleeing Baghdad upon participating in a failed assassination 
attempt on then Iraqi President Qassem. 

X. Hussein was asked whether the decision to go to war 
against Iran in September, 1980 was based on threats from Iran or 
whether the war was a means of reclaiming Arab/Iraqi territory, 
specifically the Shatt-al-Arab Waterway. Hussein stated, "We 
consider the war as having started on September 4, not September 
22, as the Iranians state." Hussein then provided an example of 
a farmer who is your neighbor next door. Hussein prefers to use 
farming/rural examples as they have special meaning to him. One 
day, the neighbor's son beats up your son. The next day, the 
neighbor's son bothers your cows. Subsequently, the neighbor's 
son damages your farmland by disturbing the irrigation system. 

If sll these things have occurred, eventually, after enough 
incidents, you approach your neighbor, tell him each 
transgression by event and ask him to stop. Usually, a warning 
or approach to the neighbor is enough to stop this behavior. 

With Iran, however, this approach by Iraq did not work. Iran, in 
Hussein's opinion, was in violation of the 1975 "Algiers 
Agreement concerning the waterway. Furthermore, Iran was also 
deemed to have interfered in Iraqi politics, also a violation of 
the treaty. In Hussein's opinion, this left Iraq no choice but 
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to figh„. Thereafter, Iraq fought the war and sacrificed so that 
interference by Iran in Iraq would end. 

Hussein provided some thoughts about the mindset of 
the Iranian leadership, specifically Ayatollah Khomeini, and the 
l-^ an i an decision to fight the war. When Khomeini came to power 
in 1979, he had two things which ''interfered" with his mind. 

One, he was a religious fanatic who thought all leaders were like 
the Shah of Iran, a person easily toppled. Khomeini thought 
since he removed the Shah so easily he could do the same 
elsewhere including Iraq. Second, Khomeini had a "complex" about 
leaving/being kicked out of Iraq previously in the late 1970s. 
Khomeini, exiled from Iran, had been a "guest" of Iraq who was 
given shelter” in Najaf. While there, he began speaking out 
against the Shah and the Iranian government. Khomeini, in 
Hussein's opinion, was not respecting the written agreement 
(Algiers Agreement) between Iraq and Iran and was interfering in 
internal Iranian affairs . The Iraqi government informed Khomeini 
of their position. They also told him "you are our guest, no one 
can ask you to leave or for you to be handed over." The Shah 
had, in fact, tried to get Hussein to turn over Khomeini to Iran. 
In Arab culture, one can not "give up" a guest. 

Khomeini refused to cease his activities against 
the Shah and the Iranian government. Khomeini stated that if his 
practices were against Iraqi policy, he would leave. Thereafter, 
he attempted to depart to Kuwait but was refused entry. Iraq 
allowed him to return for three or four days and complied with 
his request for assistance in traveling to another country. 
Khomeini then traveled to Paris, France. 

Hussein stated he does not regret Iraq's treatment 
of Khomeini. When asked whether Khomeini ignored the gratitude 
of Iraq upon return from Kuwait, a step which could have resulted 
m Iraq s refusal to admit him and subsequent transfer to Iran, 
Hussein stated, "No. It would not have changed the situation. 

The people did not want the Shah." Khomeini became a symbol for 
the people of Iran after departing Iraq because of his age and 
because he had been "kicked out" of Iran. Hussein only stated 
"maybe" when questioned whether Ayatollah Sayyid Mohammad Sadr, a 
prominent Shia cleric executed in Iraq in 1980, may have been 
such a symbol. Hussein added he himself was a symbol as one 

could find pictures of Hussein inside houses and elsewhere in 
Iraq. 
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X> Khomeini believed the Shia population in southern 
Iraq would follow him, especially during the war with Iraq. But, 
according to Hussein, "They did not welcome him." In fact, the 
Shia remained loyal to Iraq and fought the Iranians. 

X) Hussein acknowledged that the Iranian military in 
1980 was weak and "lacked leadership" as most of the high-ranking 
officers had been removed upon change of the Iranian leadership 
from the Shah to Khomeini. This, however, did not impact on the 
decision to engage in war with Iran at that moment. Hussein 
stated, "If the Shah's army still existed, we would have defeated 
them in the first month." Under Khomeini, despite lacking 
leadership, the Iranian military, including the army and the 
Revolutionary Guard, "advanced in thousands" against Iraqi 
forces. The Iraqi army fought bravely, especially at the 
borders . 

Hussein was asked whether assassination attempts 
against Iraqi government officials prior to the conflict, 
allegedly at the hands of Iranian-backed groups, including 
Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz and Minister of Culture and 
Information Latif Nayyif Jasim, affected the decision to go to 
war with Iran. Hussein stated there were "540 assaults" on Iraq 
by Iran before the war. 249 of these "assaults" included air 
incursions or raids. Iraq presented this information to the 
United Nations. Iran blocked the Shatt-al-Arab Waterway and sank 
Iraqi and foreign ships. Before September 29, 1980, Iran bombed 
Iraqi oil refineries in Basra and other cities in southern Iraq. 
The assassination attempts against Aziz and Jasim, and others, 
were among the many incidents leading up to war with Iran. 

When asked the objective of the war, Hussein 
replied, "Ask Iran. They began the war. I have explained all 
the reasons for the war before." Upon repeating the question, 
Hussein stated the objective was "to have Iran not interfere in 
our internal affairs." Hussein repeated some information 
previously provided including the fact that he believed Iran 
violated the treaty of 1975 (Algiers Agreement) . Iran occupied 
the entire Shatt-al-Arab Waterway, while the agreement stated 
their right to only half. Iran did not respond to diplomatic 
communications regarding these facts. 

Xh Hussein stated Iraqi forces initially succeeded and 
occupied cities and territory in southern Iran just across the 
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border including areas in and near Muhamra, Ahwaz, and Dosful. 
Iraqi forces did not push further into Iran because the immediate 
objective was to stop artillery attacks from Iran which emanated 
from areas near the border. 

>S5CAfter approximately two years, Iraqi forces were 
pushed back and the war became defensive for Hussein’s military. 
When questioned why the war became defensive for Iraq, Hussein 
stated that "one can not plan for the Iraqi army the same as for 
the American army." From a military viewpoint, plans are made 
according to capability. The military agrees that when supply 
routes are lengthened, problems arise. Hussein stated, "The 
soldier of today is not the same as the soldier of 100 years 
ago.” They are part of a "universal group" hearing and seeing 
things on the television and radio. The soldier is "part of the 
world" and is "affected" by this. If ordered to counterattack, 
the "winning" soldier will push to the objective and beyond. 
Hussein agreed that the later Iraqi offensive stage of the war in 
1986-87 saw many successes, including the capture of three- 
fourths of Iranian tanks and half of the artillery and armored 
personnel carriers. 

Hussein discussed further the reasoning behind not 
advancing further into Iran. He repeated that Iraq had recovered 
enough territory, removing the threat of Iranian artillery, in 
the early years of the war. Hussein said, "If we went deep 
inside Iran, they would think we wanted something else." He 
added, "We did not face a regular army, which is easier to plan 
against." Hussein further stated that for many Iraqi soldiers, 
this was their first combat experience. Many were "pumped up" 
especially with the early successes into Iranian territory. 

Within a few days, however, many soldiers thought "Why am I 
here?" As confirmed to Hussein by the Iraqi military leaders, 
many soldiers preferred to defend the borders and remain in Iraq. 
Withdrawal of Iraqi forces from Iranian territory should have 
occurred before this change in mentality took place. Some 
military commanders wanted to remain, others wanted to withdraw. 
After two years of war, some Iraqi military leaders felt Iran had 
"learned its lesson" and recommended withdrawal. Hussein 
respected information from the military commanders and ordered 
withdrawal of Iraqi forces. 

Hussein stated, normally, defensive operations are 
not "good from a tactical standpoint" nor are they good for the 
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soldiers' morale. Hussein said, "If a soldier does not see 
logic, he will not perform as well or be obedient. If he accepts 
the task at hand as logical, he will be obedient. A soldier must 
be convinced, otherwise discipline is a problem. " Hussein 
commented about the present mental state of American soldiers in 
Iraq. He said, "If you asked the American soldier, who came to 
Iraq to find weapons of mass destruction, but none could be 
found, and who came to remove the leaders of the Hussein 
dictatorship, who are all in jail now, but are replaced with 
other dictators, whether he wanted to stay or go, he would say 


go. 


When asked whether the use of chemical weapons by 
Iraq against Iran during the defensive period of the war occurred 
only through necessity, i.e., Iraq would have lost the war 
without such use, Hussein responded, "I do not have an answer for 
that. I am not going to answer." When asked whether he thought 
Iraq was going to lose the war with Iran, particularly after 1982 
and during the 1984 86 time frame, Hussein responded, "No. Not 
for a second. I sard this on television. I said this in five 
letters I sent to Iran." In the letters, Hussein outlined the 
strengths of the Iraqi military. Hussein stated some Iraqi 
commanders did not like the fact that this type of information 
was included in letters to Iran. Iranian leaders thought Hussein 
was lying, while Iraqis believed him. Returning to Iraqi 
chemical weapons use, Hussein stated, "I will not be cornered or 
caught on some technicality. It will not do you any good. The 
United States has paid dearly for its mistakes here in Iraq and 
throughout the world and will continue to pay for its mistakes 
all over the world. " 


Hussein stated Iran did not "get the message" after 
1982 when Iraq pulled back to its borders. He stated, "If you do 
not break their heads, they will not understand." 

Hussein stated Iraq "did not owe much money" after 
the war with Iran. Iraq had received aid from Arab countries, 
which Hussein believed to be aid and not loans. After the war, 
however, these countries "changed their minds" and demanded 
repayment. Some countries viewed Iraq as a military threat. 

Iran was not viewed as a military threat, as its forces were 
devastated by the war. Hussein laughed at this point. 
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Hussein stated Iraq agreed to a United Nations 
resolution on September 28, 1980 calling for a cessation of 
hostilities with Iran. Iran, however, did not agree to this 
resolution. Hussein added that Iraq also agreed to UN Resolution 
598 in 1987 calling for an end to the war. Iran, again, did not 
agree to this resolution. Iraq, in fact, attempted numerous 
times throughout the war to engage Iran in discussion in order to 
stop the fighting. Hussein stated "we did this when we did not 
have to" for the good of the people and for humanity. Iran only 
accepted terms of a cease fire in 1988 "after they lost the war." 



Regarding UN findings about Iraq's use of chemical 


weapons during the Iran-Iraq War, Hussein stated, "History is 
written and will not change. No one can stop history from being 
written." Hussein pointed out that Iran used chemical weapons 
first, at Muhamra (which is Khoramshahar in Iran) , in 


September /October , 1931. When asked whether Iraq had to use 
chemical weapons for defensive reasons, Hussein responded, "I am 
not going to answer, no matter how you put the question. " 


Hussein stated, “I will discuss everything unless 
it hurts my people, my friends, or the army. " Hussein gave 
details of an incident in 1964 involving Ahmad Hasan Al-Bakr, 
General Secretary of the Ba'ath Party. Bakr and Hussein, who was 
chief of the military branch of the Ba'ath at that time, were 
arrested for plotting a coup against then Iraqi President Aref. 
Hussein stated he admitted full responsibility for the plot and 
could not have provided information against anyone else. 

Hussein stated, "It is not fair for someone in 
charge to blame others. If someone says Saddam told me to do it, 
that is not a problem for me and does not hurt me." 
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Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 
interviewed on February 10, 2004 at a military detention facility 
at Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) , Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 

Hussein provided his comments regarding the 
Palestinian situation. Any attempt to understand the roots of 
the problems surrounding the Palestinian issue should be made 
from the viewpoint of an Arab, and not just as a Palestinian. 

The problem is not only a Palestinian one bur also an Arab one. 

In the 1960s, many revolutions occurred in Arab countries with 
the uprisings generally taking place as the result of the 
dissatisfaction of the people with the rulers of those times. 

Part of the reason leaders were removed was their failure to 
address the Palestinian issue adequately or ignoring it 
altogether. Any solution to the problem should be based on 
fairness and international law. International law, and its 
application, created the problem in 1948 upon formation of the 
separate Jewish state of Israel from lands previously claimed by 
the Palestinians. A solution, from foreigners and those 
"internal" to the issue, must be presented in that scope. 

Everyone has been looking for a solution. However, Hussein 
stated, "A solution that does not convince the majority of 
Palestinians will not be successful." The foundation of any such 
solution, and the final outcome, must be the establishment of a 
separate state of Palestine. 


Interview Session Number: 
Interview Conducted by: 

Arabic/English Translation: 


SSA George L. 
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When questioned about a speech he once gave 
regarding the 1968 revolution in Iraq, Hussein agreed that he 
commented in the speech "we did not revolt against a person, we 
revolted against the system of government." He further agreed 
that he stated the revolution was undertaken "to move Iraqi 
people, the country, the Arab world as a whole, and the 
Palestinians forward." Hussein added the Ba'ath Party was the 
only political party that demonstrated against the Iraqi 
government in 1967. 

Regarding the Six-Day Arab-Israeli War in 1967, 
Hussein stated that Arabs had hoped that lands lost in 1948 would 
be won back. Hussein stated, "We were sad when that did not 
happen." Although expectations were low for success, the news 
was especially disheartening when details were provided about the 
rapid defeat of the Egyptian and Syrian military forces. People 
of the Arab world became "sad and depressed" and developed a 
feeling of revolution. 

Even though the 1967 war was lost, Hussein still 
respected Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser after the war. 

In Hussein's opinion, Nasser "could represent the Arabs to the 
world" while others were "weak." At that time, Nasser was the 
only ruler with a close relationship to the 'Arab masses." 

Despite losing the war, Nasser did not lose the respect of the 
people. The hopes of the people, however, were greater than the 
result Nasser could deliver. Losing the war showed the limits of 
the capabilities of Nasser and the Egyptian military forces. 
Hussein pointed out that the war also exposed internal issues in 
the Egyptian leadership. Abdul Hakim Ammer, head of the Egyptian 
military, would not permit Nasser's "interference" in military 
matters "even though Nasser was head of the country." When 
Nasser later resigned, millions of Egyptians protested for him 
to resume his duties as President. Hussein opined that it seemed 
"Nasser depended on international politics rather than 
preparation of his military and people" leading up to the war. 
When he died in 1970, citizens "cried for him." 

^7 Regarding the 1973 Arab-Israeli War, Egyptian 
President Sadat, who served as Vice President under Nasser, 

"could not bring back the hopes of the Arabs." Sadat seemed not 
to have a specific cause or aim and was unable to do anything 
about 1948 and the "rape of Palestine." Because Sadat was not a 
"man of cause, " Egyptian soldiers were not "motivated" by him. 
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Similarly, the people of Egypt were not motivated. In fact, 
during this time, Egyptians mocked their own soldiers making 
jokes about the military saying they did not fight in 1967. 

Sadat did, however, through his own personality, make the United 
States and Israel believe he could win a war with Israel. 


When questioned about Sadat's ability to ultimately 
do more for his people than Nasser, particularly with respect to 
bringing peace and reclaiming territory, Hussein stated Nasser's 
effect was "nominal." Hussein added, "If you tell Iraqis Kuwait 
will be a part of Iraq, they will be happy." The Arab nation, 
from poor to wealthy individuals, is one nation with the same 
language, common borders, and the same aims. There is one Arab 
world, from the "simple person to the lawmakers and thinkers." 

The strength of any person in a "family" comes from cooperation 
with and love of each other in the "family." If a member of the 
"family" does not understand this, he will be "weak and fall." 
Sadat was not faithful to "family" matters. Prior to the 1967 
war, the West Bank and Jerusalem were under control of Jordan 
while Gaza was under control of Egypt. Sadat's peace agreement 
with the Israelis failed to return the territories to the 
rightful owners, the Palestinians. Thus, Sadat was a "traitor to 
the cause." Israel only willingly returned the Sinai Peninsula 
as it was a "military burden" and was an easy "political move. " 


Sadat lost honor as a result of agreements made 
with Israel. Additionally, the Egyptian economy worsened 
significantly under his leadership. In contrast, Egypt's economy 
flourished under Nasser with its markets opened to all Arab 
countries . 


l^S^Hussein stated, "Being at peace is not easy." 

Peace without a cause will create a change in balance. Regarding 
a comment made to a British journalist approximately two years 
ago, Hussein did not mean peace could be achieved by losing faith 
and prestige. On the contrary, any peace should be negotiated to 
a "favorable position of power." 

Hussein stated Iraq fought in the 1973 war on two 
fronts, with its air forces contributing in Egypt and Syria and 
ground forces fighting in Syria. When asked whether Iraq could 
have done more, Hussein responded, "What more could we have done? 
We sent all of our military to fight under Egyptian and Syrian 
command. " Prior to the war, Egypt had sent then Vice President 

IiSif?r77x^^ 
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Mubarak to Iraq to request aircraft and pilots for use in 
attacking Israeli surface-to-air missiles sites. Iraq provided 
the aircraft though they were already fighting the Kurds in the 
north. The Syrians requested Iraq's assistance just after start 
of the war saying Israel would occupy Syria without Iraq's help. 


Regarding the reported failure of the Syrian 
military to "openly welcome" Iraqi forces in 1973, Hussein 
stated, "No one is as generous as Iraqis." Hussein was further 
asked for his comments regarding the failure/ refusal of the 


Syrian military to provide Iraqi forces with maps, communications 
equipment, and other assistance needed to fight the war together. 
Hussein replied, "A loser does not know where his head and feet 
are. It was a difficult situation, to come together like this." 
Hussein postulated, “Perhaps the Syrians did not have maps." 

Iraqi officers were accustomed to different treatment in their 
own military ranks. 


Iraq has always accepted Palestinian refugees into 
the country, during Hussein's time and previously. These 
influxes of refugees include after 1948 upon formation of Israel, 
after September, 1970 (Black September in Jordan), and in 1991 
after the first Gulf War. Hussein stated, "We welcomed them, 
gave them jobs, and gave them the right to own land and a house." 
The latter policy regarding homes was in contradiction with the 
doctrine of the Arab League which did not permit Palestinians to 
own residences. In Hussein's opinion, Arab League members 
assumed that Palestinians would not leave if they owned their own 
residences. Hussein did not agree with this policy for 
"humanitarian reasons." When presented by Hussein, the Iraqi 
leadership agreed with this position. For Palestinians in Iraq, 
"this helped life be normal . " 


£sQ Hussein acknowledged that Iraqi government built 
and/or rented homes for Palestinians from Iraqi landlords. 

Hussein stated, "We were concerned about everybody in Iraq. We 
would not have let them live on the streets. Things such as 
food, work, and a home are needed for the sake of pride." 

Hussein stated some people accused Iraq of trying to remove the 
Palestinians. Hussein added, on the contrary, we "could not kick 
a guest out." 


Hussein does not remember whether the Iraqi 
government paid all or a portion of rent, for all or a certain 
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amount of time, for the Palestinian housing in Iraq. Hussein has 
no knowledge of home owners suing the government for unpaid rent, 
particularly in the early to mid-1990s, and losing such a case to 
the government. Hussein stated, "If we promised to pay, we would 
have done it. If the case was lost, the government must not have 
promised to pay. " Hussein denied there was a law permitting the 
government to "rent" homes without actually paying rent to the 
landlord. He said, "That's not true. There was no such law. 
That's rape or jungle law." Hussein asked to see the law on 
paper . 

^£9^ Hussein provided comments about the 1974 Rabat 
Summit where it is reported that the Iraqi government gave up its 
belief in an "armed struggle" for Palestine and accepted a 
"phased strategy." Hussein stated this was the first conference 
he had ever attended. Usually, the Iraqi Minister of Foreign 
Affairs attended on behalf of the government. At the summit, the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) presented a general 
strategy asking Jordan for the West Bank as a homeland. 
Previously, the West Bank and Jerusalem were under control of 
Jordan and its ruler King Hussein. Hussein stated, "We approved 
this after a speech by King Hussein." In Hussein's opinion, King 
Hussein did not object to the plan "but seem unconvinced.” Also 
at this time, Iraq agreed that the PLO would be the only legal 
representative of Palestine. 

Hussein acknowledged that Palestinian groups, 
including Al-Fatah, had offices in Baghdad. In 1978, however, 
Al-Fatah closed its offices and reportedly distributed leaflets. 
Hussein does not know the details of the message on the leaflets 
but heard it was negative towards the Iraqi government. The 
relationship between the Iraqi government and Al-Fatah "was not 
good." Regarding the objectives of other Palestinian 
organizations, which seemed to differ from those of the PLO and 
Iraq, Hussein stated friction between individuals or groups 
regarding the same matter often results in differing ideas being 
put forth. According to Hussein, the Palestinians needed 
"central control." The individuals comprising the leadership of 
the various Palestinian groups were "not on the same page." As 
for the Iraqis, the leadership met and decided not to interfere 
in the internal affairs of the PLO. Hussein stated it was 
decided that Iraq would "help as we can." The Palestinians were 
told, however, the limitations of the Iraqi government. 
Thereafter, direction regarding Iraqi assistance to Palestinians, 
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and limitations, was provided to all Iraqi government sectors. 
Hussein described relations with the the PLO during the period 
1978-2003 as "good." 


Hussein stated representatives of the Palestine 
Liberation Front (PLF) and Abu Nidal Organization (ANO) were 
present in Iraq at times. Hussein stated, "We accepted them as 
guests." They were directed not to conduct activities against 
Iraq and to refrain from terrorism. PLF and ANO members were 
told not to interfere in the internal affairs of the PLO. At one 
point, the ANO was warned to cease terrorist activities. 


>S3 Hussein acknowledged the presence of Mohammed 
Abbas, aka Abu Abbas, in Iraq at some point. Hussein did not 
admit to specifically assisting Abbas. He stated, "If we 
accepted someone as a guest, we must help them. A guest cannot, 
however, demand what he wants for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. 
Hussein reiterated that Iraq considered the PLO as the official 
political organization for Palestine and all other groups were 
secondary. 

Hussein was told the details of a videotaped 
meeting which took place approximately two years ago between 
Abbas and Tahir Jalil Habbush, Director of the Iraqi Intelligence 
Service. At the meeting, Abbas requested Iraqi assistance, 
including money, training, weapons, and transportation, to carry 
out missions to attack Israel. Hussein was told the videotape 
was seen by the interviewer. Hussein was questioned as to 
whether these actions planned against Israel constituted a 
legitimate defense of Palestine or terrorism, thereby exceeding 
the normal assistance provided to a guest. Hussein asked, "What 
did the Iraqi government do? If you have the recording, you 
know." Hussein stated that his position is one where attempts 
are made to regain all Arab lands, including those "raped and 
taken." He stated this is neither a secret nor is it something 
which brings shame. Hussein added, "If Habbush and Abbas met, 
that's something else. We call for a military struggle to regain 
Arab lands. The principles are the same as that which we have 
talked about before." Hussein continued, "If Abbas asked for 
these things, it does not mean we gave them to him. If Abbas 
carried out any attacks in Israel, that means we helped him. If 
he did not, we did not help him." When told Abbas carried out . 
attacks in Israel, Hussein replied, "Those occurred before asking 
us for assistance. That was their choice." Hussein stated, "At 
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any time, we have the ability and the right to help in the 
struggle. I'm not talking about Abbas, I'm talking about 
organizations in Palestine. Outsiders are not serious." Hussein 
asked for the answer provided by Habbush to Abbas. The 
interviewer told Hussein money was provided to Abbas, but not as 
much as requested. Hussein stated, "This is intelligence work. 

We have been open about Palestine." 

Hussein was questioned whether assistance to Abbas 
would help achieve the goals of Palestinians or whether it would 
work against such aims. Hussein stated since he was a "young 
struggler" in the Ba'ath Party, he believed any organization 
should fight from the inside, not the outside. Per Hussein, any 
attempts from the outside are just "talk" and "not serious." 
Hussein suggested further details regarding Abbas could be 
obtained from Habbush or from further review of the videotape of 
the meeting between the two. 

Regarding whether the Director of the IIS would 
meet without the approval of the Iraqi leadership to discuss such 
a matter with Abbas, Hussein replied, "Does the American Director 
of Intelligence call President Bush every time before meeting 
someone?" Hussein agreed that the President, in both the United 
States and Iraq, sets policy for all branches of government. 
Hussein stated, although Abbas reportedly asked the Iraqi IIS 
Director for 1-2 million dollars according to the interviewer, he 
would not have given him even "$10,000." Hussein added, "Any 
Palestinian who wanted to train and to go fight for Palestine, I 
said train him. Money and weapons are different from training." 
Because of sanctions against Iraq, the government could not offer 
as much assistance as previously provided. Hussein stated, "If 
the IIS had the ability, it is not wrong as long as the struggle 
is on the inside." 

Hussein was questioned whether Iraq's stated 
position of recognition of the PLO as the sole representative of 
Palestine conflicted with support provided to other groups and 
individuals including Abbas. Hussein responded, "I didn't say I 
helped Abbas. Don't put words in my mouth." Hussein added, "I 
think the questions should be in the context of a dialogue, not 
an interrogation." Hussein continued saying, "If the IIS helped 
Abbas, and he fought for Palestine, that is not wrong. If a 
person says he wants to struggle against Israel, and that person 
is not officially representing Palestinians, there is no conflict 
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with Iraqi policy." Hussein said any such person who stated he 
wanted to "negotiate" would not be supported by Iraq as that is 
the role of Arafat and the PLO. 

£g() At the end of interview, Hussein was asked about 
his movements when hostilities began in March, 2003. Hussein 
stated he remained in Baghdad until April 10 or 11, 2003, 
whereupon it appeared the city was about to fall. Prior to his 
departure from Baghdad, he held a final meeting with the senior 
Iraqi leadership and told them "we will struggle in secret." 
Thereafter, he departed Baghdad and began gradually "dispersing" 
his bodyguards, telling them they had completed their duty, so as 
not to draw attention. 
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>£) Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 
interviewed on February 13, 2004 at a military detention facility 
at Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) , Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 

'bs6 The lead interviewer began the discussion by 
explaining'tdiat today’s session would be a general dialogue 
regarding the United Nations (UN) and various resolutions 
concerning Iraq as passed by the UN. 

Hussein said, "Let me ask a direct question. I 
want to ask where, from the beginning of this interview process 
until now, has the information been going? For our relationship 
to remain clear, I want to know. 11 The interviewer told Hussein 
that he is a representative of the US Government, and that 
reports from these interviews are no doubt being reviewed by many 
US government officials. Although the interviewer denied any 
personal knowledge, these individuals may include the President 
of the United States. Hussein stated that he would have no 
reservations if others were "brought into" the process and tha 
he "does not mind" if the information is published. 


hgl When questioned whether Hussein had ever used 
"doubles" or those resembling him as has been often discussed m 
books and other publications, he laughed and stated, This is 
movie magic, not reality. " Hussein added that it is very 
difficult for someone to impersonate another individual. 


When questioned whether others in the Iraqi 
government, including his son Uday, had used "doubles" as has 
been described in a book by an Iraqi man, Hussein denied any 
information regarding these reports. He stated, "I think my sons 
would not do this." Hussein added they might have considered 
such a tactic during war, but not in peace. He never saw 
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"doubles" for either of his sons, during times of war or peace. 
Hussein asked rhetorically, "Do not think I am getting upset when 
you mention my sons. X still think about them and the fact that 
they were martyred. They will be examples to everyone throughout 
the world. " Both of his sons fought in the war against Iran in 
the 1980s, before "arriving at the normal age." They, and one 
other individual, are the only ones known to Hussein as having 
fought while "underage." 

During the Iran-Iraq War in the battle for the 
liberation of the Al-Faw Peninsula in 1987, Hussein and all of 
his immediate male relatives fought. This was an important and 
decisive battle, a fact which was communicated by Hussein to all 
Iraqis. Hussein stated, "When I believe in principles, I believe 
in them fully, not partially, not gradually, but completely." 
Hussein added that God creates us, and only he decides when he is 
going to take us. Hussein ended this portion of the interview 
saying, "If you decide to publish a book, be sure to write it in 
English as well as Arabic.” 

Cst Upon revisiting the issue whether Hussein ever used 
"doubles, " he replied, "No, of course not." 

The interview then turned to a discussion of 
Hussein's view/opinions vis-a-vis the UN in the 1990s, beginning 
with UN Resolution 687. As relayed by the interviewer, UNR 687 
called for Iraq to, among other things, declare the existence, if 
any, or to destroy, chemical and biological weapons, and agree to 
make no further attempts to manufacture or acquire such weapons. 
The resolution also called for Iraq to reaffirm its compliance ^ 
with the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. UNR 687 also detailed 
steps which Iraq had to undertake in order to have UN sanctions 
against the country lifted. Specifically, the interviewer asked 
about Hussein's decisions and the rationale for these decisions 
with respect to UNR 687. 

^*>3 Hussein stated UNR 661, not UNR 687, is the first 
resolution in the 1990s concerning Iraq which would eventually 
contribute to tensions and lead to the most recent war with the 
United States. The interviewer confirmed his familiarity with 
this resolution, but stated UNR 687 would be the starting point 
for this discussion. 
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y^) Hussein acknowledged Iraq accepted UNR 687. 

Hussein further acknowledged Iraq made a mistake by destroying 
some weapons without UN supervision. When questioned as to 
whether Iraq also made a mistake regarding failure to provide 
complete disclosure, initially and throughout the process, 

Hussein responded, "That's a very good question." UNR 687 was 
not written according to the "UN way.” It followed UNR 661, 
issued before the first Gulf War, and similar to UNR 661, was 
supported by the United States. Hussein stated, "The United 
States started the cause and others followed. 661 was agreed 
upon by all parties while 687 was not." 

M After the first Gulf War began, the US President 
eventually requested a meeting in the Gulf on a ship, similar to 
the meeting held at the end of World War II between the United 
States and Japan, in order to discuss a cease-fire agreement. 

Iraq refused such a meeting. Ultimately, Iraq met with leaders 
of other countries in a location "at the borders." Iraq agreed 
to a cease-fire and withdrew its armies. Thereafter, UNR 687 was 
passed. Hussein reiterated that UNR 687 was approved at the 
insistence of the United States. According to Hussein, "no such 
decision" existed before in the history of the UN. 

(M When the first Gulf War began, Iraqi military 
forces were "away from the borders." There were those who wanted 
to "rape" Iraq in war, since they could not do that in peace. 

^^3 The Iraqi government wrote letters to the UN 
affirming compliance with UNR 687. Iraq did not agree with the 
resolution but agreed to implement it so that "people would not 
get hurt . " 


^ S$ In Hussein's view, UN inspectors wanted all 
expenses, including their accommodations, travel, and other costs 
paid for by Iraq. Instead of waiting for the inspectors and 
bearing these expenses, Iraq commenced destruction of the 
weapons. Iraq did not hide these weapons. UN inspectors later 
requested documentation of the destruction of the weapons and 
visited various places taking samples for review. Hussein 
stated, "If it is presumed that we were mistaken in the 
percentage of weapons that we say we destroyed, then how many 
mistakes were made by the United States according to UNR 687." 
These "mistakes" include occupying Iraq, implementation of the 
"No Fly Zones" over northern and southern Iraq, and the bombing 
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of Iraq which took place from the first Gulf War to the most 
recent one. Hussein questioned why the UN implemented UNR 687 in 
such a harsh manner against Iraq, while other UN resolutions, 
including those against Israel, were not enforced. Hussein ended 
this portion of the discussion saying, "If we were to bring a 
professor from a college in the United States to Iraq, he would 
agree with my observations regarding UNR 687, with the exception 
of the issue of the sovereignty of another country (Kuwait) . " 

X During a lengthy dialogue with the interviewer 
regarding UNR 687, Hussein made several statements. He 
acknowledged UNR 687 passed and Iraq agreed "to deal with it." 
Regarding destruction of weapons, Hussein stated, "We destroyed 
them. We told you, with documents. That’s it." When questioned 
about Iraqi restrictions placed on locations visited by UN 
inspectors, Hussein replied, "What places?" The interviewer told 
Hussein numerous locations including the Ministry of Agriculture, 
to which Hussein replied, "By God, if I had such weapons, I would 
have used them in the fight against the United States." The 
interviewer pointed out that most accused persons who are 
innocent agree to a full and complete examination of the details 
of the accusation. Once cleared, the accused party would then 
provide evidence of any mistreatment during the investigation. 
Hussein stated, "This is not a question, it is a dialogue. 

Good. " 


08^ Hussein opined that the United States used 
prohibited weapons in Vietnam. He asked whether America would 
accept Iraqis inspecting the White House for such weapons. 

Hussein stated any such search would likely find nothing. He 
added, “A country that accepts being violated will bring dishonor 
to its people." Negotiation is the normal method of resolution 
of any disagreement, particularly among nations. Negotiation is 
the "way of the UN." 

When emphasized to Hussein that the international 
community Agreed that Iraq had not complied with UNR 687, he 
responded that Iraq believed there was something wrong with "the 
international way.” The United States convinced the world of its 
position regarding Iraq. Regarding further discussion, Hussein 
commented, "I must prepare an answer in my mind, so that it does 
not come in pieces. Let's leave the past where it is, not that 
we agree, but to maximize our time.” 
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Hussein commented that in the most recent war with 
Iraq, the United States only ally was Britain. All other major 
countries, including France, China, Russia, and Germany, were 
against the war. The United States was "looking for a reason to 
do something." Now, the United States is here and did not find 
any weapons of mass destruction. Hussein pointed out to the 
interviewer that decisions were made by the Iraqi leadership and 
not just by Hussein. Iraqi leaders made decisions which gave the 
United States an "opening" and the reasons for the most recent 
war . 


xfSi. Hussein remarked that, at times, people told Jesus 
Christ, the Prophet Muhammad, Moses, David, and all other 
prophets to give up their beliefs, teachings, and principles to 
save their own lives. Hussein stated, "If a man gives up his 
principles, his life has no value. In the case of the prophets, 
they would have been ignoring the orders of God." Hussein added, 
"If Iraq had given up its principles, we would have been 
worthless.” Hussein stated that he was elected by the people, 
and not "brought in by some other country or companies." Thus, 
he was required to comply with the principles of the people. 

The interviewer stressed to Hussein that Iraq's 
actions led to the implementation of UN sanctions. The Iraqi 
leadership's actions, and in some cases failure to act, compelled 
the UN to continue the sanctions. Hussein responded, "This is 
your opinion. I answered." He continued saying that it is 
difficult to give up "your nationality, your country, and your 
traditions." Hussein pointed out that perhaps the interviewer 
and another American might think differently on the subject of 
Iraq. 


X) Hussein said, "If I wanted to be a politician, I 
could. But, I do not like politicians or politics." When noted 
to Hussein that some people would state he played politics with 
the UN, Hussein stated, "We abided totally by all UN decisions." 
The United States should be blamed, not the UN. Hussein stated, 
"We are among the few remaining cavaliers." 


X 


Upon any examination of blame, the interviewer 
pointed out one must first look at the origins of the discord 
between Iraq and the world, the invasion of Kuwait. Hussein 
responded, "America had a plan with Kuwait to attack Iraq. We 
had a copy of the plan in our hands. If I had the (prohibited) 


5 



SE< 


1 


Baghdad Operations Center 


weapons, would I have let United States forces stay in Kuwait 
without attacking? I wish the United States did not have the 
intention to attack Iraq. 11 

When questioned whether the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, which led to war with the United States, also 
precipitated the sanctions against Iraq, Hussein asked, "I ask 
you as an American, when did the United States stop shipments of 
grain to Iraq? In 1989. When did the United States contact 
European countries to boycott sales of technological equipment to 
Iraq? In 1989. The United States was planning to destroy Iraq, 
an intention pushed by Zionism and the effect of Zionism on 
elections in the United States." This US "plan" was also 
influenced by countries located near Iraq, particularly Israel, 
which viewed Iraq as a dangerous military threat upon conclusion 
of the Iran-Iraq War. Hussein stated, "I believe this very 
much. " 


jt&C Regarding Kuwait and the war, Hussein stated, "It 
is difficult to avoid someone who is armed and standing outside 
your house unless you come out and shoot." As Iraq is a small 
country, it was difficult to stop the United States no matter 
what steps were taken. 


X) Leading up to the most recent war, the United 
States provided much "history" to the world regarding Iraq. 
Hussein stated, "It was difficult for me, or any honorable 
person, not to attempt to stop the United States from entering 
Iraq. " 


y&i 


Regarding providing his personal observations 
versus his opinions as President of Iraq, Hussein stated, "There 
is nothing I consider personal. I cannot forget my capacity as 
President. This is what I know and am convinced of. Thus, it is 
difficult to answer from a personal viewpoint. I cannot forget 
my role and principles for one second, and forget what I was . " 


X; At the end of the interview, Hussein was again 
asked about his movements after the beginning of the war in 
March, 2003. Hussein stated he was not in the Dora neighborhood 
of Baghdad on March 19, 2003 when it was bombed by coalition 
forces. Hussein added that he was not in this neighborhood in 
the ten days before this attack or at any time throughout the 
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war. Hussein believes that coalition forces targeted this 
location because they mistakenly believed he was present. 

&) Regarding his method of movement before the fall of 
Baghdad in April, 2003, Hussein stated that success in movement 
of persons or equipment during war time required knowledge of 
enemy capabilities as well as "our own capabilities." The 
persons closest to Hussein (Murafiqeen) would direct him to "move 
this way or that way." When asked whether Hussein normally 
traveled in a Black Mercedes before the war, he stated, "Perhaps 
We had all colors of Mercedes." Regarding whether he normally 
traveled in a long motorcade, Hussein stated, "I’ll leave this 
for history." 
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^ Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 

S SSSS t°? Feb ^V ary 15 ; 2004 at a military detention facility 

Provided ?h?f^ a ° na e irP ° r . (BIAP) ' Ba 9 hdad ' ^aq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 

1 -haP hr- /^ 10r 1° any questions being asked, Hussein stated 

^ wanted to ask a question. He then asked what kind of 
P 5“ ges have taken place in the world, i.e., with China and 

that 1 fhprp d >i in international politics. The interviewer related 
t there has not been a lot of significant changes, that 
efforts are underway to rebuild Iraq and this includes support 

rapidly SSia and China ' and that thin 9 s are moving forward 

f ^ Hussein then explained that since he has been in 
p n for one or two months, he does not have a picture of what 
is happening He indicated that he had intended to ask the 
mo_fr?f V 7; eWer th ^ s question two days earlier. Hussein discussed a 
relri lnno SaW ' b °° k ' A Tale of Two_Cities, which he had 

British man imprisoned in a French jail 
wor!d kl of touch with what is happening in the outside 

Ac ^ dln 9 to Hussein, the author of this book was 
S° f F 5 e ^ ch authorities for this treatment. Hussein noted 
that nothing had changed since that time. The interviewer 
responded that "Over time, some things have changed; others have 


X 


. - , ^ he interviewer informed Hussein that today's 

Parti° n in°DaftS 1 n dl f lo ? ue abo ^ the 1968 takeover by the Ba'ath 
P j 1 ? 1 tr ymg to distinguish fact from legend. 

. responded by stating in effect that in 1968, Iraq was 
living in a primitive way and could only advance itself seriously 
by understanding two concepts. The first was to recognize Sat 
the country had historical precedence for change as demonstrated 
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in previous ages. The second concept involved the recognition 
that Iraq could learn by examining the way the rest of the world 
operated. Accordingly, Hussein and others traveled to other Arab 
countries. In comparing themselves with other locales, they 
discovered that Cairo and Damascus were far more advanced than 
Baghdad. Hussein had many friends who traveled to Damascus who 
believed that Iraq could reach the level of development in 
Damascus, but they could not imagine reaching the level of 
development of Cairo. 

^ Iraq's manufacturing ability at the time was 
limited to making blankets and to operating a canning factory in 
Karbala which needed to import its materials. Aside from these, 
there were only a few other simple attempts at manufacturing in 
other fields. However, Iraq was motivated and had the energy to 
advance itself. Early efforts resulted in mistakes, but these 
were corrected. As they progressed, they continued to send 
people to countries around them in order to gain experience. 

Among the countries which Hussein and others visited were the 
Soviet Union, France, Spain, Iran, Turkey and all the Arab 
countries. In all of these, Hussein believed that the Soviet 
Union was the closest match to Iraq in terms of the social life 
of its people. However, this did not mean that Hussein took 
sides between the East and the West. Hussein stated that while 
looking at the ways in which others live, we "don't forget we are 
Arabs and Iraqis and that Iraqis have their own way of co- 
existing and relating with other Arabs." Hussein added, "Looking 
at our aims to develop, we tried going for development in all 
aspects including, political, economic, technological and 
industrial . " 


J&C Concerning the Ba'ath Party takeover, Hussein 
acknowledged that they had help from the military who were 
members of the party. He also acknowledged that Colonel Ibrahim 
Abd Al-Rahman Da'ud and Colonel Abd Al-Razzaq Nayif, non-Ba’ath 
members of the military, helped with the takeover. He added that 
the two had not played an important role in allowing the takeover 
to be undertaken without resistance or bloodshed. 

Hussein stated that the decision not to have 
bloodshed was done at his request, that it was his belief that 
"we had to forget the past and not have more bloodshed." He 
claimed that this matter was discussed at a meeting at the home 
of the Minister of Health, Dr. Mustafa. A few members disagreed 
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with Hussein, especially party members who had been tortured by 
the previous regime and wanted revenge. A dialogue ensued and 
Hussein said that he, too, had been tortured. Eventually, an 
agreement was made that there would be no bloodshed. As evidence 
that this decision was honored, Hussein pointed out that the 
Ba'athists did not harm President Abdul Rahman Aref, but just 
expelled him. Additionally, he advised that his party made a 
decision to release prisoners from all parties including 
nationalists and communists. Concerning Colonel Da ' ud and 
Colonel Nayif, Hussein related that they chose not to harm them 
either, but simply to expel them. 

When asked about Colonel Da'ud's role in the 
military, Hussein stated that it was Abu Haitham (Ahmad Hassan 
Al-Bakr) who had a stronger voice than Da'ud, who had no real 
voice. 


. Hussein advised the Presidential protection, the 

Republican Guard, consisted of three divisions: Armored, 

Infantry and Special Forces. Colonel Da'ud's responsibility was 
not to clash or fight with the Armored Division. This was his 
only role. Hussein said, "We controlled the Armored Division; I 
commanded a tank and fired on the Presidential Palace." He said, 
"Practically, we could have done without both Da'ud and Nayif." 


Hussein stated, "We got news in the afternoon 
before the attack that Nayif was offering to join the revolution. 

pparently, Da'ud had told him about our plans even though we had 
told Da ud to keep our plans a secret. As a result, several 
members wanted to postpone our plans. At the first stage of the 
revolution, we discovered that Nayif and Da'ud had been planning 
among themselves and that they had been contacting other officers 
outside our line of communication. So, we took removed them on 
July. it was me who led the operation." 


military 
anytime . 
weapon, 
staff . " 
Hussein 
Baghdad . 
knife in 




According to Hussein, Da'ud was sent to Jordan on a 
assignment. Hussein added, "We could have taken him 
I went to Nayif with a gun; I didn't have an automatic 
With one gun, I took all the weapons from Nayif and his 
Since Da'ud was serving with a military corp in Jordan, 
sent Ba'ath members to arrest him and bring him back to 
"However, he said that Da'ud and Nayif "were like a 
our back. " 
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Contrary to popular accounts of Nayif's arrest 
Hussein advised that Nayif was not invited to lunch at President 
Al-Bakr s house. The arrest actually took place at the 
Presidential Palace. According to Hussein, "We had lunch at the 
Presidential Palace everyday during the thirteen days after the 
revolution because decisions had to be made. We were always in 
the Palace as was President Al-Bakr. Others attended when meals 
were served. When Nayif arrived, I pulled a gun on him. He 

R^n Sd 3 R U ?e t K°‘ u Xt WaS like 3 movie - 1 Put Barzan Ibrahim 
Hasan, my half brother, in the room to guard Nayif. When I 

f? r ? S 5 ed hQ said ' 11 have four children,’ so I told him 

that his children would be taken care of. I told him to sit 
there and then I asked him where he wanted to go for an 
assignment as an ambassador." At first, Nayif said he wanted to 
go to Lebanon. Because Hussein considered Lebanon to be a place 
where conspiracies are made, he told Nayif to choose another 
location. Nayif then asked to go to Algeria, but Hussein denied 
ir ls r f T que ?t because Algeria was having their own revolution. 

^ he u\T Na ^ f . aSk ? d to g ° to Morocco - and Hussein agreed. Hussein 
took Nayif to the airport in a car and sat beside him. Other 
Ba ath members were in the car as well. Hussein told Nayif, "When 
I promise something, I do it. We promised that nothing would 
happen to President Aref and nothing happened. Friends know I 
keep my word." Hussein told Nayif that "he would be in a safe 

u aCe ,', that n ° one would hurt him, but that he would have to 
ODey. H 

„ Hussein laughed as he recalled the story about 

Wa ^ t ^ d 1 ^° relate to the interviewer additional details. 
He remembered telling Nayif, "when the guards salute, you salute 

ba ^ k ‘ If y °^ fc r ry t0 think about doing something, remember I am 

-Hke oS« Y ° U w M? 6 t ? ld Na Y lf ' " whe n you go as an ambassador, act 
1 ke one . We 11 notice if you are planning something or not." 
ussein recalled that at the time of Nayif's departure, they (the 

hpfn^ a 'H th Par ^Y 5 failed to ask Moroccan officials for permission 
. ° e dls P at ching Nayif as ambassador. At the time, Hussein and 
such things Student revolutionaries and did not know about 

As Nayif boarded the plane for Morocco at the 
hi m hl w Cam ^ ( ^ lllta fy airport), Hussein returned Nayif's gun to 
him. Hussein described the scene as being, "just like a movie " 
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X Hussein was asked why, if Nayif represented a 
p°tential threat to the Ba'ath Party, he was appointed as 
ambassador. Hussein repeated that they did not want bloodshed 
anymore. He stated that during the 1959 coup, Ba'ath Party 
members were tied to cars and dragged through the streets until 
death. Virgins were hanged on electric poles. There was killing 
in the streets. When the Ba'ath Party came to power in 1963 
people were executed out of revenge. Hussein reiterated that it 
was his opinion at the time that they needed to forget ab out the 
past and prohibit revenge. Hussein stated, "As part of this 
thinking, we started our arrests of Da'ud and Nayif and went on. 

Da ud wanted to be the Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, so we sent him 
there . " 

In the early 1960s, there was a lot of violence 
against Ba'athists by the communists. Hussein maintained that 
when the Ba'athists subsequently took control, however, they did 
not do to the communists or others what the communists had done 
to them, at least not to the same extent. He advised that they 
took the communists to court and acknowledged that some 
(approximately five or six ) were executed. He advised that they 
released communists, Nasserites, Kurds and members of the Muslim 
Brotherhood who had been previously imprisoned. 

Hussein acknowledged that Nayif was killed on his 
doorstep m London and that following this, thirteen Iraqi 
diplomats were expelled from the country. When Hussein was told 
that some people believe that Nayif was executed by members of 
the Iraqi Security Service, Hussein answered, "God killed Nayif. 

started acting in a way against the country. He gave his 
word that he wouldn't act against his country. He went to Iran, 
then met Barzani in Northern Iraq, and according to information, 
he met with Moshe Dayan (Israeli Defense Minister). These were 
all considered bad acts. As to who killed him, that's something 
v ° nl ^ God *nows." When Hussein was asked if he knew who 

killed Nayif, Hussein answered, "I told you, God knows." Pressed 
further, Hussem said, "I told you in a very clear way." As to 
Da ud s fate, Hussein stated, "maybe he's still alive, but he 
wasn't treasonous. There was nothing recorded against him." 

When asked what the Iraqi government's action was regarding 
Nayif, Hussein stated, "I am not sure, but I think we warned him. 

I cannot remember." Hussein was then asked if Nayif could have 
een arrested, imprisoned and punished, instead of executed, and 
that some people believe that an order was given to execute him. 
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Hussein replied, "What people think is something else, but I qave 
you my answer." ' a 

^ Hussein acknowledged that after the revolution 
other key figures such as Salih Mahdi Ammash and Hardan Al- 
lknti were removed. Asked if they were removed because they 
were viewed by the Ba'ath Party as a threat, Hussein answered 
that compared with coups elsewhere in the world, fewer officials 
were removed from the government. Hussein stated, althouqh 
positions may change, relationships do not. As an example, 

Ammash s daughter became a member of the leadership. His half 
brother, Barzan, was a revolutionary who rode in the same tank as 

oJ} 1 ^h^ n i 7 hh Ch e f T r ? d ° n the main gate of the Presidential Palace 
on the 17th of July. He took many positions but never moved up 

again. Hussein pointed out that other revolutionaries "ran out 
of gas, 1 and fewer were able to serve for a long time. 

. Hussein was asked about Izzat Ibrahim A1 Duri and 

ranq Aziz. Hussein described Aziz as being an old-time comrade 
very respected in the party, but he was not one of the 
revolutionaries. Hussein said, "I am talking about seventy 
persons who went into the Presidential palaces." Hussein 

Izza t Ibrahim A1 Duri and Taha Yasin Ramadan as having 
J*®" ^iution from the beginning until now. He said 

they had struggled, but that they continue in leadership to this 


Hussein brought up the subject of Sa'dun Shakir who 
he claimed to be his lifelong friend. Shakir helped Saddam 
escape from prison. He stated, "Shakir was waiting for me in the 

Sith^h* ^ a £ tuall y' we didn't flee; we had an agreement 

with the guards . Hussein stated, "Shakir was the driver. He's 
very dear to me". He added, "When he had nothing more to give, 
we kept our friendship and love and then we went on from there. 

It happens. The right people are picked at the right time." 

Asked about his comment that some revolutionaries 
^ ° f , gas and tbat few are abl e to serve the revolution for 

^ ? tend6d period of tlme ' Hussein replied that there were only 
about six or seven such individuals, when pointed out that some 
may consider that he, Hussein, may have "ruS out of gas "Hussein 
laughed and said, "! don't get upset at questions that go for tS 

th ' 1 wasn,t in the government from the beginning. If 

you were talking about me as President, then no one was saying I 
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had run out of gas. I only started in 1979. Before that, there 
was someone above me. The two individuals within the leadership 

^ S h ?Y e t° ld Hussein he no longer benefited the Party 
were Hardan Al-Tiknti and Salih Ammash. Y 



that firp/i Considering the time since Hussein was in the tank 
the Rrr S' thS pal ^ ce thr °ugh his assumption of leadership in 
be® oSe of ?£! presid f ncy ' Hussein was asked, "Your service has 
been one of the longest; Is it coincidence? " Hussein replied 

detail s°?hat haVe Said that i ThiS subject is m ° r e deep than the 
details that you give. A leader is not made in a factory in 

,.^ Pe ’ L H a ? er ^ hiP 1S develo P ed gradually. This was done 
underground Hussein's opinion at the time was that Al-Bakr 

ninu^v rL Preaidant - Hussein stated that he was elected as 

Sd ty "? h H aar ?f n i° th Z PartY before the revolution. Hussein 
3a ^ d ' 1 d ° fc llke the government, but I like to be in the 

say the Part^" 1 " 7 3peeChe3 ' 1 never say the government; I always 


revolution??? H ?of ein a ? V ^ SSd that he considers himself to be a 
the Partv SiK ^.Politician. In both 1968 and 1974, he asked 
the Party to allow him to be excused from his official position 
However, the Party refused his request. position. 

kill in iK H " 33S i n Was a f ked about Hardan Al-Tikriti being 
c K Y lt: and was told that people blamed the Iraqi 

KuSai^ Y tXrh Ce ;>, Hu ® Sein said that Hardan had not been sent to 
Kuwait, that he thought Hardan had been appointed as an 

ambassador somewhere else, perhaps Spain. In any event Hussein 

f okn Sd i k a° W1 ^ the reason wh y Hardan was killed nor did' he 
acknowledge that the Security Service killed him. 


Hussein 
in different parts of 
these leaders posed a 
purposeful, or did he 
saying, "The question 


was asked about Iraqi leaders being killed 
the world. The interviewer asked whether 
threat, was it merely a coincidence, was it 
find it strange? Hussein replied by 
should be asked of the Kuwaitis." 
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SSA George L. Pirn 

ssa| 

1 yj 


interviewed ?? Valu f , Detainee # 1 ) was 

at Baghdad International Airport (BIAP™ 1 Baghdad^ T^ 1011 facilit 
provided the following information: ' Ba9hdad ' Ira 9- Hussein 

informed tHat^todav^s dialnou» 9 ° f -£ h v! interview > Hussein was 

i"oKge°o? ssls? a 

Security Service and * cht « r uirector of the Ba’ath Party's 

related that a? th? t?mf the pStSiT ty °l A1 - A ™rah. Huswir 

were Sunni or Shi ' a Muslims or christifns L°“ " hlCh ” embers 
pointed out that it waa *. ■ astl ans. As an example, he 

of the Party's leaders Taric^Azir ater tha ^ he learned that one 

was successful because' it related tr^th 3 Chr ^ st:Lan - Th e Party 

LLL-Lr made « « SSS-i.Igi “S' 


between ISSS-SS^ver^fe^membera 3 * 1 am °n 9 the Part y’ s leadership 
General was Shi h ?he ?S? h L\ Sunni ' „ The Secre “ry 

that when he attempted to assign A1 -Nasiriyah . Hussein claimec 

he knew nothing aSout the Sunnis and%^? Slden " Qassem in 1959. 
exception of two or three Partv Sh 3 f ’ In 1963 ' Wlth the 

the Ba'ath Party were Shi' as almost all members of 

inquiring which members were ’sunni Ind^h^H 01 ^ 011 ' people be 9 ar 
time, it was difficult to knoSw, S lch Were shi ' a ■ At the 
together. However, by 1968 nearly^!] WSrS u 11 mixed 
Sunnis. Because the Partv h = n iy , all 1 Pl arty members were 

irnew or cared about one ' /religKL^Lv^Lf Sr^hf^' £e “ 
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revoiiation, people in the government began talking more 

and^ripm at> ° ut th i s issue. Many were concerned that promotions 
and demotions were being decided on the basis on one's sector 
reiigioiis a ff ili a ti on . Hussein stated, "You would be surprised 
SrSSh." Se0reCar * of the Party in 1964 2s 

wL z, co 

onsidered a threat to take over President Bakr 1 s recrime 

hir?ighrha^man i in C ?h raCteriZati ° n by Saying that he was not 

is rignt hand man in the government and that each person has 
£zzar°2s notth and responsibilities. He said that SSough 

ove? 1 tSe°Pre2i2St™fa 1 t ade Se r nty 

Party -*er and a tough ^ 

be oond fi? S ^. K S S f a fu W S’ n0t ccnvinced that the military would 

to be 5 considered the military members of the Party 

to be old-fashioned and a burden. Despite his nersneri-ive Y 
however, Kazzar decided to remain with the Party Hussein’ had 
information whether Kazzar had met with SfflSals iS Irln Se 

wai arrested be^T* 1 ' S ■ C °i P failed ' Kaz2a c E -" d Co Iran but 
was arrested before he arrived at the border. Hussein said he 

did not want to talk "bad" about Kazzar. He said tha? Shen 
Miniate r a of e ? t d "- the « m 2 i3ter ° f Defense Hammad shihab and 
not require I big'pLn Ghaydan ' “ WM d ° ne easil r and did 

character!^ tUfllJ 1 ? 581 ?. 1 '™ 1 ' Hussein digressed and 

n ar) . According to Hussein, the psychology of the Ba'ath 

, Was to recruit young individuals at the beginn?L of their 

scSoSl 9 The C p Whe ^ the ^ w *re in elementary and senary 
S, . The Par ty seldom recruited members from colleges Their 

"5ioS"°i^n W ^ tbat , the y "“ted a person they cou d Sd to 
grow into the Party. in the 1950 's and 1960-s the Par-tv 
accepted primarily young people and only a few older individuals. 
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Sw2 r P o££Le?f , to 3 thrte'«!Tparty ,Ue3Ci ° ned ^ * 

interviewer mentioned to Hussein that manv 

^ssse-jsssss? a-**- 

MinisJe^rshihab^nd^h^H 1119 th u t Kazzar the " tapped 

uiniscers Shihab and Ghaydan as hostages and fled to the hnr-Her- 

Syim" ^ f r aS ^ aptUrad ^ Huaaefn Responded by 

■i n fnr!’b ■ our informatlon is not specific. According to my 
anaS? tl0n ' President Bakr's plane was not delayed, 9 a nd his 

fo? Bakr e Jnd a ^ tln f arrival ■ " Hussein waited at the airport 

Presidential iffJL ^ ar ^ ved ' he accompanied him to the 
residentiai Palace where the two drank tea toqether Hussein 

later excused himself so that Bakr could visit with his fam-Mv 

^L Se d?i^ q th ^ev r ir?d by hlS St3ff throu 9 h Baghdad. As they' 

_ ^ a i i ?' they heard an announcement on the police radio that 

Because of . atte ^P ted b y Ministers Shihab and Ghaydan. 

driJ^ to t^ JH P ° rt ^ nCe ° f thiS matter ' Hussein pushed his 
driver to the side and proceeded to drive the car himself to h-i<= 

thfaJtfofif ” aa l° Catad "«* «» o-sident“ reaSaice Near 
e gate of his residence, Hussein used a telephone to call Rak-r 

S° because h^arsoLtMig^ery 

thSf hfh £V f : Hussein answered that he was nearby and Y 

residence S' 5 "" ' ■ H “? 3ein "« “ ith Bakr at S' 

b “ ifsss&s 

aaked P Bakr to Su'tSe MUitaS Si^^on"' „ HUSSein subsequently 
Kazzar and -to bit hS E&TZ.'SSS S KSeTi^r^T 

ssls; 

put out Sftin p dS e ?J SSS SS^STinf^-STSSSS ” a3 

tSrouoh tbe y “3“- Members of a tribe «bo became aJa?e o! this 
detailed hfmi 0, ?"? Kazzar ' s caravan, surrounded it and 
H? a ! f ^ Special Operations helicopters were then 

pa c e to pick up Kazzar and return him to Baghdad. 
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occurred obtain f d a cl ear picture of what had 

from hi s^naia *- v. ■ r ^ ln ?' P lc ked up his belongings and went 
•SS Bakr 

wanted Hussein to remain in ^resident. Bakr told Hussein he 
„ „ . c o remain m the government so he could "si in 

s&t rssritr" “ " 

Bakr and Hussein Cold peo P le »<* to bother 

fleeinq “' 1a a ? k ?? h °” he kne ” that KazEar would be 

%£ 3 ?lr a “ out 

and he sai^-N^" ^jSssJL^id Ca \ led P ’ :e3lderlt Bakr , 

s^is« -e^r i *& 

pr^e„ K Si; 3 ar tSf h f“fSd ShL ^ “ d ^-^ha^r^ b y 

President t^nelStHte^ 8 j^ea'sf ofSe^st " had = a “ ed 

chosen as the meet m WaHo h ? n0t n ° W Why thls house was 

^etSr b i£li a 

of the meeting Hussein SweS'tSafa^co^it?^. 

S?^3SH sr— 

mg which I am not one hundred percent sure." Hussein 

3 e^^xCI^ 
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When°aq^Pri e ff t Q at: Samarra ' * had been a Ba ' ath member since 1968. 

Ba^ath Parfi f P ? Ut ° n issues ' Hussein said, "The 

f? Pa f ty ta ^ ed freely. This is only a media interpretation 
hat people could not talk." Hussein stated that there are 
members of the Party still available, and he suggested that the 

bJ rhZ 1 S V? rS l alk t0 thSm ' Hussein was asked if he was surprised 
by the allegations against Samarra'i. He responded, "When we 

^d e o?herTh' in Part * some thing to do, wetrust ' them ?hese 
and other things happen m a revolution." 

Derion -1*' Huss 5 in than stated, "Whether I am the first 

TaS not E erS ° n ' a11 the come back to me. 

I am not afraid of taking responsibility in front of the law or 

but alsfon the U to , put blame not 3 ust on the leadership, 

t also on the people who conspired such as Samarra 1 i " Hussein 

added "i want you to understand clearly about tK situation 
^ ” e talked about the fact that Nayif and Hardan were 

killed overseas. Ibrahim Daud was not killed. If the Irani 
government is being accused of all this, why did they not kill 

1979 but „?? Hussein stated , "As I recall, Bakr ruled until 
5 p was ^ not called a dictator, but after I ruled, they 

^ 3 dlct f tor -" Hussein then asked, "After 1979, who was 
ed ° r assassinated inside or outside of Iraq? who was 
1979 ?« ed r ° m the Ministries or out of the leadership after 

that Following these questions, the interviewer said 

questions which needed to be clarified 
the sake of history. Hussein said, "It's not enouah tn 
ms You should ask other leaders. I advise yoSto?alk to 

questions Hussein sald he “ as no - worried about answering 


was 


The interviewer told Hussein that he (Hussein) 

SSd ri ?Ir th. q rf i0 ?h £0r the Same reasons they were KKg 
askeci, for the sake of history. Hussein replied, "Sometimes vou 

see me upset because some things are dark. During this period 

served 9 “d 5? b u d 'T 3 ' We lau 3 had and ^ kad - ' 

erved, and we made : okes with him. He made mistakes. We moved 

I hope you will be just in what history you (the 
interviewers) write." 1 1 v 
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>SJ The interviewer told Hussein, "Fortunately or 
unfortunately, I will have a major impact on your historj." 
Hussein agreed and replied, "Nobody can say I have no bias. 
People think what they want. Everyone has his own opinions 
People are not a computer. We all have flesh and blood." 
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I 


interviewed^o n S February S i8^ n 2004^ar ValU ^i ? eta ^ nee #D was 
at Baghdad International Airport ^1^^ BaaS a S et ? nti ° n facilit y 
provided the following information: ' Baghdad ' Ira< J- Hussein 

informed a 

discussions. Topics to bp nuation ° f the two Previous 

Sa'dun Shakir, among others. include a discussion of 

someone in^he^tS SSwXf? S ?^ ir ™ple of 

abilities. " NeverSelelfhhD? Party) who hid "served out his 

Baghdad. Both Husseir^and^halH t * le Ta ii Prison near 

upon change of the Iracn anv<= . ad deen se ntenced to prison 

b? Abd Al 9 la?L Sef oSer^SSTSh^aS'ao 1963 " h<m “ led 

1965 or 1966 Hussein B th 9 over ™ent . During 

also near BaqhSd transfe rred to Prison # l 

continued v?Sting Huss^in^nn^ WaS raleased but 
friendship continued and dpvpl nnp^ ’ ur mg this time, their 
Abd Ai- Karim Al-Shaykhli f m ° re ’ . Eve ntually, Hussein and 

of Shakir, who SSTSr^ 

member of the Partv^nd^pi^H^ 0 ™ P r -‘- son ' Shakir was still a 

period, Hussein continued friend^aS^?* 5 *^^'* During this 
described Shakir as a verv p ri1Qt . a j relations with him. He 

as a friend to him and to his Sild?^ 0 ^^ HUSSein considered 

original seventy "revolutionaries" Sisef WaS ^ ° f the 
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Party by S^ir^SuS^^cSmme^f^thS P ° S i tions held in the 
Shakir would accent- am/ a «, ~? raente ? that ' llke any other leader 
any of these assignments and^tated Hussein does not remember 
was a friend and tSa? is wSl S th ^ s Was not im P°rtant. He 

that the interviewer should ask Shakir' ' , Hussein suggested 
information. aklr in order to confirm this 

Intelligei^ ) Service 1 ?lTS) let H er Shakir was Director of the Iraqi 
he was the ns STSctir * ' rSplied it: is "*1- known that 

generally accepteftS^ somloL^n SarSfo^ 11 ^ that ifc is 

a.s an intelligence service should haua 5 , an or ganization such 

abilities prior to ap^ntment to such f erta ^ . ^alif ications and 
replied, -We were all ySng ? v H Position. Hussein 

not have the necessary explrien?e I?d AS SUch ' the y did 

Hussein added that regard?™ CS and lear ned "on the job." 
from the Party. Hussei? matt ^ rs ' the y learned 
difficult thing in life leadln ? People is the most 

and the masses, will be 'effective in^he^ ? e ° ple in the Party, 
continued saying Party members "aavc ^ l°bs. Hussein 
succeeding and some filling Parti ry " Wlth SOme 

positions until the responfibilitiL • contlnued in their 
individual abilities. At this point W ° rk overcame their 

Regarding Party members w-it-h ^ P°^t, they were replaced. 

this military Ixperience waJ limiJld^Id dS 9 !^' Hussein noted 
translate Into southing 

at an import n^time^f C thrrlvIlutio?' i V erVed as IIS Direct or 
the entire history of a revolution He noted ' however, that 

did not serve at the most critical t fm* mP °u 3nt ' Perha P s < Shakir 

"Difficulties become large? Sel hh ^ * USSein adda d, 

larger when the 30b becomes larger." 

Shaykhli. ( ^sIeL 1 IIkSilIdged n shIIkhl ' t0 3 diacussion of 
revolutionary and a friend 9 u ykhli was a fellow 

the assassination attempt against^? a ? d sha y khli participated in 
Each escaped Iraq and fled to namae 91 President Qassem in 1959. 
and Shaykhli <s f riendshin aS ?? U f' Syria ‘ There - Hussein 
stronger . After sJSl thS? continue* and grew 

Cairo together. ship continued upon moving to 
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_ o-L. After the first Ba'ath revolution of 1963 

and Shaykhli returned to Iraq together. Upon ?eturn HusseK 
22- £ ana Shaykhli worked investigative 11 Se 

Qasr Al-Nihayya (The Palace of the End). Later Shavkhl i wa g 
appointed military attache to Lebanon. Shaykhli was 

late. iq« ^ Upon overthrow of the Ba'ath government by Aref in 
Tho, 1963 • H ^ ssein and Shaykhli went "underground" toqether 
They remained "underground" until the July, 1968 revolution ‘ in 
the resum P tlon of power by the Ba'ath Party. 

ShaykhU SerV6d “ the Part ^ 

mi ok W H “ ssein commented that Shaykhli had a very qood 
mind but did not concentrate and focus on the iob at hand 5 
According to Hussein, Shaykhli liked to "live and entertain 
Hussein told Shaykhli how the Party perceived him 
Later the majority of Party leadership voted to remove Shaykhli 
rom his position. He was later murdered in Baghdad in 1980. h 

The interviewer pointed out that Hussein had 

° f , hlS with^aySK including 

time aftor^L ° f had served in Prison at the same 

, h 1963 overt hrow of the Ba'ath government becoming 

?&> y^? s r ?f a the 

tmeV^ 

apartment and spend the night at a location where weapons for the 

« r hL“Sacf ° r 2ter H °?;e er ' Sta ^ U -"-need HuSefWVmaS 

locSiof S ■ raMefby^L ^?icf ht Some e h r? aPOnS „ St ° ra9e 
have been killed or- P oil ce. Some believe Hussein might 

location 11 kllled ' ° r at a rain ™' arrested if he had been at the 


was with thls st °ry is true and that he 

~ *F d 

- a ” St e js^Hf h?r n 

simultaneously, ^Shaykhli ££ ^fVWi^ioV S\^r 
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a te *™ -»■ F-*. 

someone wh^oulVSS ££' ’ Oeen^SognLef "if "“ 

policeman did not recnun^o him n ' AS suca ' the 

SL“B= ^^“SsS/* 

V °. r and there are many tribal influent p * 

the law permits such conduct „7i7 , ences • Even if 

continued his storv savins hi £ b ? wal1 seek revenge. Hussein 

SLSfJfi.SS Hi^s* pu ii^I Pfi 

dlSCOVPrpH j > ^ 3 -SOn the llOUSG W 3 .S 

decide! to'fiJe a r™,S d - n °h Want CO kiI1 the deicer, but 
The gun malfinrMnn^a d >, & air ° ver the Policeman's head, 

the policeman he would firTZk rof J ussei \ "reloaded. " He told 
moved, a second round into his bodv" S^th 1S head/ and if he 

fLdffto ! hMd J" d the offic « "becaJS uifj! 

arrested by the Su« iLidftf “ ussein ' s "comrades" had been 

all the aciivUyfuifdfffrf! bouse These "comrades- heard 

£% Irl “9““^““ 

aaved d S d S! ss !L t ^d h Sr m S kln ? h 5 S f f or ^ ^ to L 

without bloodshed Hussein end^a b ® reafter ; the standoff ended 
saying there are manv nH P f tb f s portion of the discussion 
o/thlm liS "scenS^fSrSoSS.^ 6 " Unde ^— < *" P-iod, all 

===. *irr 3 .S?M£%"““. “ 

Minister inti ^1971 1 R whe re UDo^h^ sha y khli served as Foreign 

by the leadership ' H ussein P SaKd W th,t emOVed f r ° m thiS P^ipn 

V wussein stated that removal of any individual 
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from a position requires a decision by the leadership. Not all 
may agree on the removal, but a majority was required. in 
Hussein's opinion, Shaykhli could have continued his service to 
the Party and the government. At that time, Hussein believed 
Shaykhli could have been "criticized" and given the chance to 
correct his behavior. Shaykhli would never have been elected as 
a Party member without the support of Hussein. Because of 
Shaykhli 's lack of concentration on his work and failure to 
accept criticism, the Party leadership was "not convinced" of him 
and decided on his removal. 

X Regarding whether Shaykhli was viewed as a 
potential successor to President Bakr, Hussein did not agree and 
said this statement was too strong. Hussein commented that it 
appeared as if the interviewer was implying that he removed those 
from leadership viewed as a threat to Hussein's position of 
leadership. From the underground days, Hussein was already in 
charge. While in prison, the Ba’ath leadership sent a letter 
notifying Hussein of their recommendation that he become a member 
of the Ba'ath Party Central Committee. Hussein answered the 
letter, "What good am I in prison?" He asked the Party to find 
someone else, however, they did not listen to his opinion. 
Thereafter, Bakr and Hussein served as two members of the Central 
Committee, a body considered above the Regional Committee and all 
other Party components. Bakr served as Secretary General and 
Hussein served as Deputy Secretary General while "underground." 

^$^0 Hussein commented that it is embarrassing to talk 
about one's own positions. His status in the Party was known, 
even before the revolution. All those appointed to Party 
positions, dead or alive today, deserved these appointments. 
Basically, it came down to who was elected. Hussein stated, "It 
13 i- cu lt to talk about myself." Within the Party, members do 
not like to talk about themselves. Hussein had recommended that 
members not talk about themselves. 

, The interviewer pointed out that it is commonly 

believed, both inside and outside Iraq, that Hussein's potential 
in the Party were eliminated during the period between the 
1968 revolution and Hussein's ascendancy to the Presidency in 
19 7 9 Hussein denied that those on the inside of Iraq would say 
or believe such information. He agreed that this information 
could have come from outside Iraq. According to Hussein, this 
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fact; 1USi0n iS thS opinion of the se people and not necessarily a 

_ X Regardless of the information, Hussein stated any 

examination of this idea needs to be conducted logically. 

!nrm in f State ? there are many examples in history throughout the 
world of similar ascensions to power after a revolution. in 
?y? t 'i- NaSSer and Sa< ^ at were the only individuals who "staved" 
with the revolution, with Nasser eventually becoming leader of 

leader^e^ In F ^ ance ; a si ^gle soldier, Napoleon, became the 
leader of the country after the French Revolution when others 
gave up. American history is also full of examples of this 
ways 0 " 1611011 ' In Hussein ' s opinion, these are the "revolutionary 

^ According to Hussein, previous uprisings, such as 
the ^ench Revolution, were tragedies when compared to the times 

n ? W lx ™\ Revolutions are a new step in government, 
not a liberal way" where someone is chosen and groomed to be a 
leader. Revolutions come from the people. 

„ . ^ . The 1968 revolution in Iraq included seventy 

a naT° 1U Q 10 ? arieS ‘ " Very few of them continued in government 
and/or Party service after the revolution. Some were appointed 

^ P £ Sltl ° as a nd performed well, some did not. All of them did 
t have the ability to lead and be professional. Some continued 

hh* 1 Ser yt CS Whlle others dropped out over time. Hussein stated 
they all were servants of the people. 

j ■ Wden questioned whether he believed Nasser became a 

? a I, ?? 111 replied that he did not agree. Upon responding 

stated ^ 1 = 116 ^ terviewer to da fine dictatorship, Hussein 

SShSuh 6 ? « ?■ f0 f m ° f government where one person rules alone, 

without a parliament, council, or committee. Hussein did not 
agree with the characterization that Nasser's government fit this 

Darliament- ' H ***?** Staded Nasser had * Parliament. However a 
no !r possible at the beginning of a revolution. 
Normaily a revolutionary council is first established and is 

H^ r r, f v 1 !‘ 0 ^ ed by a P arliament or people's committee. Hussein 
Jna w - llk f T com P arin g Iraq and its 1968 revolution to Nasser 
and Egvpt. Nasser was a military person who did not have a 

P , ? arty ' In Ira q- the Ba'ath had a Party ranging from 

he cells m villages all the way to the leadership as well as a 
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P a ^li- am e n t elected by the people. The leadership of the Party 
and the Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) discussed everything. 

When asked whether Hussein and Shaykhli remained 
riends after Shaykhli ' s departure from Party service, Hussein 
stated his friends were among those with whom he met regularly in 
the leadership. He did not have any friends outside of the Party 
and the leadership. A true friendship has "obligations." 

c ° nsidered Shakir as the person closest to him after the 
1968 revolution. Whenever Hussein needed to discuss somethinq, 
he would send for Shakir and they would have lunch together and 
talk. After Shakir left government service, Hussein does not 
remember how many times they met. Hussein stated Shaykhli "kept 
up good relations" with his sons Qusay and Uday. Regarding 
aykhli and the period of time after his departure from 
government service, Hussein's feelings of friendship remained the 
same, but the two did not spend the same amount of time together. 
Due to the demands of work, Hussein did not have time to 
associate with those outside of work, the Party or the 
leadership. 


X When questioned whether he had special feelings 
about Shaykhli, who was shot and killed in Baghdad in 1980 
Hussein stated, "Yes." Regarding whether Shaykhli 's killer (s) 
were captured, Hussein responded, "I don't think so." An 
investigation took place, but the crime was not solved. Hussein 
n , ot all . criraes committed are ultimately solved. He 
added that other crimes, including those committed against his 
cousins and those involving the deaths of various Iraqi 
dignitaries and ministers, remain unsolved. Hussein noted that 
not all crimes are solved elsewhere in the world, such as in 
America, France, or Italy. When questioned whether it was 
unusual for a crime involving the murder of a former government 
minister, a former revolutionary, and a former friend of the 
President of Iraq to go unsolved, Hussein retorted, "What do you 
want to say. why are you going around the subject?" There are 
others who were close to Hussein in the leadership who were 
targets of assassination attempts, including Tariq Aziz, Uday 
ussein, and others. These crimes remain unsolved as well. It 
happens m Iraq, just as it happens elsewhere in the world. 

.... Hussein ended the session acknowledging the 

possibility that some people may say Shaykhli was killed by the 
!raqi government. He added that some people might say anything. 
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Logically, those who would say this are probably the same people 
who said Shaykhli could have become President. 
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X Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee # 1 ) was 

it nJXSd T°r Feb f uar y 20 ; 2004 at a military detention facility 

Provided 1 Airport (BIAP) , Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 

provided the following information: 

. - a Prao: f to the start of interview, Hussein was 

informed this session would be a continuation of the three 

Presidency 1SCUSS1 ° nS ’ focusin 9 on Hussein's ascendancy to the 

Beginning in 1973, Iraqi President Bakr began 
having health problems including issues with his heart. Despite 
these problems, Bakr performed his duties as best as he could 

F ® r ^° dlca J ly ' Bakr told Hussein that he should retire and that he 
could no longer fulfill his duties as President. Hussein is 

Ba*ath%S^ h % B f k f SUCh comments to others within the 

to HusseiS " ( y> leadersh iP- Hussein stated Bakr felt "close 

Around this time, Hussein seriously considered 
leaving the government but remaining in the Party. His main 
reason for wanting to leave government was linked to the 
overthrow of the Ba ’ ath government in 1963. Hussein believed 
this overthrow occurred because the Party leadership concentrated 

like thr^ooSer^ , for 9 ot . about Party. Hussein did not 
liflLSxX P , and hls position in the government, when he 
Domed the revolution of 196 8, his intention was not to stav in 

cGll^nf 11 ^ Hussein had planned to stay involved only within the 
5 ^ Pa f by at the lower levels. At that timef he 
this^av 3 ’h wou ld be a "shame" to serve in the government. Until 
, y/ still does not like government. He likes the 
an ^ the Party, but believes it is difficult for the 
g ernment to D^dge fairly. Hussein observed individuals he 
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described as "kind and gentle" before serving in the government 

the opposite atter their a pp° intments to 




After the 1968 revolution, a governing 
Revolutionary Command Council (rcc) was formed. However the 
announcement of the RCC was not made until one year laler in 
1969. The members of the RCC, with the exception of the militarv 
members, were not and "did not want to be known." For this 

"fSePd" fS E52 UnC ?" e y : °l the RCC was delayed. Hussein was 

u to . ta ke a leadership position in the RCC. Party members 
sked Hussein whether he wanted the revolution to fail, implying 
it would without his participation, and that it was his Y 5 
responsibility to be a Party leader. 

Hussein wanted Bakr to remain as President for as 
long as possible, describing him as a "nice person." in 1979 

Bakr contacted Hussein and asked him to meet in Bakr’s 
„ p® the Residential Palace. At this meeting, Bakr told 
Hussein he no longer wanted nor felt able to serve as President 
Bakr implored Hussein to assume his duties, telling Hussein if he 

he' »l aCCeP ^ the "normal method" of appointment as President, 
e would use the radio to make an announcement that Hussein was 

successor ^would t0 ^ d Bakr that this means of announcing a 

successor would not be good for the country, the people, or the 

d ' or . foreigners, especially would have thought 

asked^to^nrpra wrong within Iraq. Thereafter, Tariq Aziz was 
asKed to prepare an announcement regarding the chanqe of 
leadership. A meeting of the RCC was convened in July, 1979 
Hussein is unsure whether he or Bakr called the meeting. 

. , . , , At the meeting, Bakr explained to the RCC members 

tS a thp e m ha H Wan !i® d to ste P down since 1973. He further explained 
to the members that Hussein was ready to assume the Presidency 

Therp 1 L deSCribed thS meeting a s being "like a family gathering " 
There were many emotions present including sadness The transfer 
of the Presidency to Hussein was conducted according to the 

- re nSt K tUtl K n '-u Hussein stated a vote was taken, but he does not 
remember whether it was by secret ballot or by raising hands He 

3nated Secreta ^ G «eral the Part/and IrefiS of 
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When asked whether Hussein 
himself upon assuming the Presidency, he 
stated he became "stronger and closer to 


observed any changes 
responded, "No." He 
the people . " 


in 


When asked what Hussein believed would have 
happened to himself if he had been allowed to leave government, 
Hussein replied that he would have been a regular person, 
possibly a farmer. He would, however, have continued as a Party 
member and continued attending meetings of the Party. 

^^1 The interviewer noted his own personal opinion that 
it would be difficult to imagine Hussein as a farmer. Hussein 
stated he was afraid to become a public figure. He stated that 
his situation changed as did his obligations, becoming almost 
personal . Hussein observed that while he served as President, 
thousands of people viewed themselves as being close to him. 

Until 1995, people did not elect him, rather Hussein stated, "The 
revolution brought me." After 1995 and 2002, the people did, in 
fact, vote for and elect Hussein. After the elections, his 
relationship with the people became stronger, and Hussein now 
felt an obligation to those who had voted for him. Hussein was 
not only obligated to the people by law, but also to the people 
"in front of God." 


Hussein was questioned whether, at the meeting 
where Bakr announced his resignation, the entire RCC supported 
his becoming President. Hussein responded there was nothing or 
no one against him to become the leader. Morally and out of 
respect for Bakr, some members asked Bakr to stay. Bakr, 
however, did not allow their wishes to influence his final 
decision. Hussein viewed Bakr's decision as final because he, 
himself, could not convince Bakr to remain as President. 


y\ The interviewer noted reports which stated there 
was at least one outspoken person at the meeting who questioned 
® retirement and stated that Hussein's selection should be 
unanimous, Muhie Abd Al-Hussein Mashhadi. Hussein stated this 
information is not correct. There was discussion about Bakr's 
resignation but no talk about the process for selecting Hussein. 
Others offered to assume some of Bakr's duties so that he might" 
be able to remain as President. He did not accept these offers, 
however. At that time, Hussein was Deputy Secretary General of 
the Party and Vice President of Iraq. As such, he was next in 
line to become President, a fact which could not have been 
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questioned. Additionally, the Constitution specifically stated 
any selection of the President had to be made by a majority, not 
unanimous, vote. Some members talked about the possibility of 
postponing Bakr's resignation. Hussein stated there are former 
RCC members still alive who can be questioned regarding this 
matter. The interviewer stated several former RCC members 
generally agree on the details provided by Hussein about this 
event. However, some former RCC members also provided 
information indicating Mashhadi voiced his opposition to Bakr's 
resignation and Hussein's selection as President at the 
referenced RCC meeting. Hussein replied that he had told the 
interviewer all the details known to him. 

The interviewer stated a plot against Hussein was 
discovered shortly after Hussein assumed the Presidency. An 
infamous meeting took place on July 22, 1979 whereupon the 
details of the plot were revealed to senior members of the Party. 
The interviewer added that the meeting was recorded on videotape, 
viewed by the interviewer. Hussein stated this matter was not a 
secret and the video was given to all Party members. Hussein 
does not remember whether the meeting was opened with comments by 
Taha Yasin Ramadan. He acknowledged that Mashhadi was brought 
before the assembly, admitted his participation in a plot against 
Hussein involving the Syrian government, and named some of the 
others who participated in the plot. Hussein's reaction and 
feelings were the same as anyone who had been betrayed by friends 
in the Party and the government, sadness and a feeling of being 
"back- stabbed. " This was especially true because the plot 
involved Arabs outside the government and country. Hussein 
described these actions as treason and the participants as 
traitors. 


Regarding when Hussein became aware of the plot, he 
responded, "At that time." The interviewer pointed out that 
Mashhadi was arrested a few days before the meeting, 
approximately July 15, after Hussein became President. Hussein 
stated he became President July 17. The interviewer responded 
that July 17 was the official date, although Hussein had actually 
assumed the Presidency almost one week prior. 

The interviewer questioned Hussein as to how the 
plot was discovered. Hussein asked, "Did you hear the video?" 

He added that the information on the video should be enough. The 
interviewer noted the video did not provide details about how the 
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plot was discovered. Hussein responded, "These are secrets of 
the country." He emphasized that he still considered these 
details secret despite the fact that the event occurred almost 25 
years ago. 

The interviewer then steered the discussion to the 
video which was not a state secret. The interviewer noted the 
video depicted several present and future members of the senior 
leadership. Among those shown were Tariq Aziz and Ali Hasan Al- 
Majid, who was seen standing and shouting. The video names 
approximately sixty-six individuals as participants in the plot, 
including Adnan Hussein, Deputy Prime Minister, and Ghanim Abd 
Al-Jalil, Director of the Office of the President. Hussein 
stated Adnan was the Minister of Planning and Secretary of the 
Committee for Oil and Agreements. Hussein acknowledged that 
Adnan may have already been appointed as Deputy Prime Minister 
after Hussein assumed the Presidency and before this meeting. 
Hussein acknowledged that a total of five RCC members, and none 
of the original seventy revolutionaries, were implicated in the 
plot. Hussein denied that any of the conspirators, including 
Adnan and Ghanim, were his friends. People who worked in the 
government were not his friends. Hussein stated Adnan and Ghanim 
were "not close to me." Like others, they were appointed to 
government positions. Some "made it" while some did not. When 
pointed out to Hussein that the interviewer saw Hussein crying in 
the video when Ghanim 's name was announced, Hussein responded 
that, as a human being, he still had feelings. As the head of 
his office, Hussein saw Ghanim every day delivering various 
papers. All of the members of the plot were in the leadership. 
Hussein remarked that treason makes you feel "sorrowful." When 
noted by the interviewer that one might say Hussein had been 
betrayed by his closest colleagues, Hussein responded the most 
important thing is that they were in the government and were with 
Hussein in the Party. 

Hussein acknowledged that over sixty people were 
implicated, although not all were convicted. Hussein further 
acknowledged that the names of the "conspirators" were announced 
by Mashhadi or read by Hussein from a list at the meeting. As 
the names were announced, the person named was asked to stand up, 
and, one by one, was escorted from the hall by the Himaya. 

,-r^^ Thereafter, a tribunal was held to adjudicate the 
matter and to decide punishment. Hussein stated he does not 
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remember the exact number or identities of persons who were found 
guilty and were executed or imprisoned, or who escaped, or who 
were found innocent and were released. He acknowledged that the 
entire matter, including executions, was concluded within 
approximately sixteen days, or by August 8, 1979. Hussein 
believes the amount of time used during the process was "more 
than enough" for an unbiased and impartial trial. Although he 
believes this was enough time to be fair, Hussein acknowledged 
there might not have been adequate time to "go deep into things." 
When asked to clarify this statement, Hussein responded there may 
have been other conspirators who were not identified. Hussein 
does not know whether there were other participants, but he 
reiterated that the information available and the time utilized 
for the investigation were enough to convict those who were 
identified. He commented that the law says it is better for one 
guilty person to go free than for many innocent people to go to 
jail without being guilty. 

Hussein stated he does not know the specific 
results of the investigation. This matter was decided by a court 
and the sentences were carried out thereafter. When questioned 
about Abd Al-Khaliq Al-Samarra 1 i ' s involvement and how it was 
possible for someone already in prison to be a part of such a 
plot, Hussein responded, "Ask those who did the investigation. " 
When asked to provide the names of the investigators, Hussein 
stated he does not remember. The interviewer noted that Barzan 
A1 Tikriti, having just been named Director of the Iraqi 
Intelligence Service (IIS) , headed the investigation. Hussein 
replied that there must have been a committee, but he denied 
knowledge of the composition of any such committee. He further 
denied knowing anyone who might know the composition of this 
committee. 


{•STvRegarding the involvement of the RCC in this 
investigation, Hussein first denied knowledge of any details. He 
observed that if the matter was decided by tribunal, there must 
ave been an official committee. The interviewer reminded 
Hussein of a speech he gave on August 8, 1979, wherein he stated 
that the RCC, formerly numbering twenty- one, now included sixteen 
members due to the implication of five RCC members in the plot. 
Hussein continued in the speech saying, of the sixteen RCC 
members, three conducted the investigation and seven formed the 
tribunal which heard the facts and decided the punishment. In 
the speech, Hussein added that this was the first time in the 
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hs?f°£f S revolutionary movements and human struggle that over 
matLf £ 6 SU ? reme leadersh iP a nation took pSt in such a 
Accordina SShl £ esp ° nded to th e interviewer, "Good, very good." 

by otherScc members of the RCC must be tried 

£ CC memders ' not by a tribunal outside of the RCC when 
questioned regarding the fairness or neutrality of the RCC* 
conducting a trial of its own members, HuaseinrSplied Sat 
airness existed within the individuals of the RCC The dot 
not against them, it was against Hussein Additional l£ 
Constitution, which dictated procedure, existed well before the 


SoSr^IgS;; to Th * L„ 

Hussein from coming to power While -it L prevent 

of the p ar -t-v . * ’ . niie 1S true Hussein was head 

«jd SSn^,°o?Sia e ^lTh^ been abTftd 

SficaSTo? KSa“aSd 3 Ir. ^ agreement regarding 

ssf c 4 ~ sar 

» a 

Samses. 

individuals to leave ' theSall ! at leaSt ° ne ° f the named 

q Z1Z lace ' and Al1 Hasan Al-Majid shouting 
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™SS T ^ 1 ' Sam ? rra,i and his belief that conspiracies would 
continue as long as Al-Samarra'i was alive. Hussein responded 
that he knows the meaning behind each example provided by the 

SS-SSSSit ? f ated that he rarely Smo " eS 5nless the-Smes 

U ff f lfc Hussein questioned the expression of Aziz 

i-h^ h a r - lt: WaS a bappy or sad one - T ^e interviewer responded 

' A Z a PP eared scared. Hussein stated this "reading" by the 

S WSr WaS n P fc correct ' " w e were all scared." Regarding Ali 
^amarra Hussein asked the interviewer whether he was implying^! - 
Samarra i was executed simply because of the words of Ali H^san. 

197 Q Hussein stated copies of the video of the July 22, 

19 7 9 meeting were sent to Iraqi ambassadors in other countries 

Were t0 be USed by embass y officials to present 
to living outside of the countryconcerning 

°^urnng within Iraq. Hussein denied knowledge of 
whether the video was shown to leaders of other countries 

ha;rbLS e ”t r »ooA ii 16 “ as ShOWn to such P— . thaJ lould 
nave been a good thing, not a bad thing." Perhaps the video 

would have been shown to other leaders because another Arab 

country was involved in the plot. Regarding whether the video 

SarqS of a irao 1S H ribUted tD demonstrate that Hussein was in 
charge o f Iraq, Hussein responded that the interviewer had seen 

the video and "this is your opinion, you have the rigSt " 

v ,, . The interviewer provided comments reportedly made 

pLtv method^° U rh the . time of th e plot wherein he said, "With our 
* by methods , there is no chance for any one who disagrees with 

a 3 h mP a 0n a couple of tanks and overthrow us." Hussein 
hi ronia 6 do !f s . not remember making such a comment, but believed 
e could explain as these words were a part of his thinkina 

t^ S ^n SSa3e ," aS directed not only the otSer clunjf S?h whom 
the conspirators were plotting but also to all Party members. 

^ . Hussein was questioned about the sincerity of his 

reported previous statements to Bakr in the 1960s and 1970s 
wherein he expressed a desire to leave the government Hussein 
responded by saying that after 1974, he believed he had a moral 

X add ^ suc^an * appointment 
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. . . Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 

X Prior to the start of interview Hussein wae 

b ' f C °f lnuati °”'of the discussion 
r L.iie niscory ot Iraq. in particular, today's conversation 

would cover events leading up to the Iraqi invasfS Sf S™St . 

1980 88 Hussein stated that after the war with Iran from 

1980-88, Iraq was trying to rebuild. Hussein likened the 

Wi a h Kuwait as similar to when two individuals fiqht 
SLea!£r en o;; tW °. parties 9° their separate ^ys( 9 ’ 

someSfSe SL flso^Ktr^S^^r 1 ?^? 3 "; 63 is botha « d ^ 

but to fight again. 9 Tken - there is no choice 


X. 


occupied ail'ofSfSihh^rmt^r^ SeVfSr" *17 

after Se^S^Sowe^ 6 ^ W ° rld t0 SU PP ort them during and 
especially from Kuwait IT ?hn„d h of re9 ? rdin 9 ^pport, 

SaS^ din ?„ P SS' SS '. Che Pri " ° £ b ? 3 “ r Ch<S 

its infrastructu« n and°^S™y 5S Sf^ces^lhll 5^“ 
Kuwait was especiaily at faul? regarding*!^ low oU pSces . 

economic ^fovSylMamn^D? 01 ^^ • sikuation , and stimuiate 
Foreian Affsiro 5 q .f nt D ' Hamma di, Iraqi Minister of 

conclusion after the meeting was”thlt the oil Iraq ’ :eadeEshi P'= 
not just the responsibility/work of the KuSlLCM^SISved 8 
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some otherentity, some larger power was behind this -conspiracy. ■ 

to convince the^Iudi^to'pressurr'Kuwcit f tO SaUdl Arabia 
Saudi Minister of oil cam* t® Ku wait. in addition, the 

prices, the Iraqi Economy aSd an ?. held tal *s about oil 
claimed that a Kuwaiti of f icial^aiJ 0 Snf K ^ wai £- Hussei n 
Iraq so bad, one would be able to ,iL n W ■!! make the econom y in 
ten dinars." Hussein told the Saudis' Iraqi * oman for 
interfering in Iraai affairs v. -i-i tbat lf Kuw ait did not stop 
worth ten fils. 9 affairs, he would make the Kuwaiti dinar 

facts regarding 11 " stealing" e iraai t "oii en Kuwai ^ was f aced with the 
drilling, they admitted to- L ? S1 f 9 ^he P ractice of slant 
billion barrels." They stated S "5“ ° nly two and a half 
significant Y stated th ^ fact as if it was not 


delegates xoothe^Gulf countrip 1 ^^ 1 W ^ th Kuwait ' Ira< 3 sent 
remember. These deleaatP^ which Hussein does not 

the Iraqi nitStion ^hl otSr KUWaiti sit "«io„ and 

prices at the next meetina of thp ® S P romise d to correct oil 

Exporting Countries (OPEC?. h Organization of Petroleum 

fix the oil^price^t $16-l7 P nPT- m h etin ?' a decision was made to 
Kuwait concurred with this deri^o^ 61 ^ 35 remembered by Hussein. 
Minister of Oil or MinisJlr of ?o?p : T ?^ eaft er, the Kuwaiti 

would not abide by the OPEC decision 3 " rS stated Kuwa it 

result of^^or^receive^durin^fh^? t0 GUlf countrie s as a 
stated these were not loans and lr & Iran_Irac 5 War, Hussein 
these countries. Te c^ntrSs ha5 orS?° S ?? t0 be free aid from 
'loan" as a formality only to riiJi naiiy used the word 

from Iran. When Iraq was^nformed ^p he pur P ose of the funds 
loans, Iraq held disJuXions wi?h\£ m ° ney Was dually from 
Kuwait, in order to resolve t-hpc. count ries, including 

oii j r c fe in 
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sent to the ' ThSur^NewspaJe^ ^^the^ Az±Z ' which was 

producing countries that rhfav letter, he told the oil- 

indus trial i zed nations HusLin advanta 3 e of the 
per barrel to $ 25 . He ‘commented thS ^ ^ tQ reduce the Price 
time as Iraq had oil and onnia d th;LS Was stran 3 e at the 

dropped to $7 per barrel in ISS^go^Hu* 01167 ' ^ en the price 
increase to $ 24-25 per barrel 9 ^°u Hussein called for an 
would not burden the consumer 'or hurfS^proScer 0 "' tMS PriM 

lack of ac^sSft^rlS ” easa 9 e K “" ait ' s action or 

information" that there waq’an >. ein stated "this confirmed our 
Iraqi leadership and iran'c, cons P lrac y" against Iraq, the 
visit of US General Schwarzkopf ^^wai? H “ ssein ' s opinion, the 
confirmation. His visit included a Ltalso Provided further 
preparations for the invasion of 1 nd Planning" or wartime 
the leadership already believed p Sq conflrmin 3 what Hussein and 
Kuwait's rela?ionsMp y w??i 1 SfunitJrs?Se. t °a t 5^ 
was well known. When noted to u„ ae • S ^f tes and Grea t Britain 
Visits many countrlS SrcuaW the US mili tary 

which are not indicators of 9 a "conspirt™? c ° nduc tmg exercises 
what other country did Schwarzkopf Sn * Hussein asked, "In 
Kuwait?" Hussein f„rfv,7 u 0pf do sand planning’ like 
Schwarzkopf cSSScSd ntZJttr tloned . w ^ ich other countries 
defensive pu™sol H™^ = u nS T 1 ? ln order to enter for 
existence and nature of exeroLn°” le ^ 9ed that he und erstands the 
in Egypt and jSJ££? Sen 3 ?J“ Cted b V the United states 

Iraq as the enemy and in?!X'„a^s to a $ 1S a S ° r P lannin 3 cast 
Iraq, this is a different .SuESn^K \ S'e^rSef 

regarding ?j£ moSthf Tf , ^ perce P tion in the West 

After Iraq's defeat of Iran • Up to the war in Kuwait, 

military ?hreat tfthe region 1 5 " h S 3 ™ 836 ' Iraq * S a 
Soviet circles" and was attempting to ^build'ilT ^ " within 
was also starting to build itS reLSonf wiS Unit^Ses . 

three means^^PP ' three ^Sons^F? made * ra< 3 its enemy through 
influence in the United States dictates^ the '' Zlonist " power and 
country viewed as a threat tS lSaef . f ° reign policy. Any 
target of the "conspiracy » HusseS’of? Iraq ' becomes a 

position stating IsLel issued at off fe f ed pr °° f ° f thls 

M sraei issued an official statement saying that 
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SLI^clgSISaefls nofh^ 0Unt % ±eS m " St 

countries abide by their wiqhpc^ 111 ? ^ or P eace ' onl Y that other 

the West against Nasser in Egypt similar to^ts^ in ^ luence over 
vis Iraq. This "Zionist" S1 ” 1U to lts position vis-a- 

States to include elections throu 9 hou t the United 

superpowers in the world, the United Stated formerl Y two 

According to Hussein, the world's existed ^ ® Soviet Union - 

now" as it was PS[! i e r , a s ex istence then was "better than 

to get many to agree Each^^the^ tQ agree rather than attempt 
get other JountrieS to side ^ ° au P er P ow ®rs attempted to 

m the world. With the collapse of Thi ^°£ g :f' ng a balance of power 
United States was left alone as thf balance ' however, the 

States is now viewed as • th 1 su P er P°wer. The United 

rest of the woSd incKdSa Sa^ 9 wh dlCtate itS wil1 to the 

with United States such as Trs^' J^ hen oountnes do not agree 

reason the United States made I?4cr it^ become . en f mies • The third 
purposes. Certain pnHHot- ■ . , . ^ en ® m Y ls for economic 

weapons manufacturers and elements i^th^mn f tatSS l inclad ing 
to the financial profit which car ho *. military, favor war due 
companies selling^erytSiff™ caraR^ ^1“ is true £or 
a war. Hussein added that- car P ets to tanks in support of 

Afghanistan „aS Sot enoSgS R' AtLtntZT^ "t* in 
military-industrial complex of America Thur 'Jhl 1 '” 3 , 01 the 
Iraq. After the collapse of fh» c™ ? <1 rT . S ' the war began with 

internal and external Soviet Union ' a11 of these 

States to make Iraq its enemy. t0 C ° mpel the United 

there was ^meetim of Iht ^ nvasi ° n of Kuwait, Hussein stated 
(RCC) in which a discussion fraqi Revolutionary Command Council 
leadership of tL R?c had Soped t0 ° k place ’ The Ir aqi 

have a solution. The Depu^chai™ Saudis would "interfere" and 
Saudi Arabia to solicit Seir as^f Phe RCC had trave led to 
success. Thereafter the man si stance but returned without 

decided upon in favor of militarv^^ ° nly be d; j- scussed and 
the possibility that one or more^RCC^emh Hussein acknowledged 
against the invasion, but he dSU^ot members opposed or voted 
such opposition. He does not remomv^ s P aciflcall y remember any 
the RCC members agreed on 3 ma ^ orit Y all of 

was against attackinq if a anii,^ action. Hussein stated, "I 

the RCC met „ ith the brother ° f 
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order to "defend\yXtiLckiXX n u° invade Kuwait was made in 
invasion based upon SsSSi i uscit “ d the 

that Kuwait is a part of Iraq. fc He stated history dictates 

"the one i^unced 6 " 11 Th^L^LSitis^* ° f ^ the invasion was 
and would decide what kind of'yS^ " are t0 rule themselves 
Iraq. As for the / atl ° ns the ^ would have with 

T^e P i^ 

invasion by Iraq. They were^onSonef bftL^teTliitS?" 

Onited did t So t C eS Cr ree" COnSpirat:y " “ ith the 

stated Kuwait deserved "ten bloX " t0 them -” Hu ssein 

militarily as Iran. Kuwait's lark r & ^ aS nDt as stron 9 

indicative of the absence of of defensive positions is not 

Plans discussed SuS^ the prevSusli ^2' Un “ ed StaCes ■ The 
may have been offensive in nature nor f ® renced "sand planning" 

for Iraq's invasion exis^d? StJ'o? Sithout^r' ThB reaSOns 
American forces. As thev did -iXt-n Wlth °ut the presence of 

States "created" the reasons tofiahf™? recent wa ^, the United 
Hussein denied creating » fl 3 ht Iraq ln Kuwa it in 1991. 

the invasion of Kuwait He claimpd 1 ^ 7 " &S a I ustif Nation for 
in Kuwait prove thS existence Sh? documents discovered by Iraq 
the United States 6X1Stence of th e Kuwaiti "conspiracy" with 

The United ^StatesXnd twentXeiah^oth 11 discuss this for days." 
months to mobilize forces fL S °? 6r ^ntries took seven 
occurred because of the power S t™ ln 1991- This mobilization 
threat it posed. This fL oat - f , Iraq and perceived military- 

action against Iraq. m addition^S^f 03 politicians to support 
companies that could profit ^ financial interests of 

action against Iraq. The preemDtive^i-^v 0 ™ otlvated support for 
was conducted so that defensive^ i n Stri ^ by Iraq into Kuwait 
Hussein reiterated the lack of CO * ld not be completed, 

mean there was not a "conspiracy « Can forces in Kuw ait does not 

Of Ku„ ait as bheiSt^vin-nr;^- 




Sked^Sethe^SaqifJerrg^en thV 3 ^^HusseS 

regarding the recent war against Iraq ^He cont? 106 /?^ ° pinion 

S^Ser^sSiS^rS^tS 1 ; m ° re ' lo 9 ical thSTthe United 

the designation of Kuwait as the^gti^p 6 ^ ■ ^ ’ Hussein stated 
logical.- m 1961 or 1962 t h , Province was -deserved and 

make Kuwait a dis^rJct of iraq ^ PreSldent Q assem wanted to 

why no othe^action^wer^taken^ that ^ h3S alread y explained 
political^ iT^ ^ desi 3 na -^ e< ^°the°i9th^Province 0n tL^ 1 ** 

liSSiSS SSS have^een^the 

as 

was not to withdraw and to So?. 1 ut ^ on ' . and the appropriate one, 
that Iraqi foS2*iS3 figS^S S ° 
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X) Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 
interviewed February 27, 2004 at a military detention facility at 
Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) , Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 

Hrior to the start of interview, Hussein was 
informed this session would be a continuation of the previous 
discussion regarding Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. In particular 
today's conversation would begin with a discussion of United 
Nations Resolution (UNR) 662 which did not recognize Iran's 
annexation of Kuwait'. ^ 

Regarding the Iraqi government's reaction to UNR 
, ussein stated, "Nothing happened." According to Hussein, 
when the United States decided to attack Iraq, this action made 
the annexation of Kuwait the only solution. At that point, there 
was no political solution. Hussein reiterated comments from a 
previous interview wherein he stated Iraqi soldiers would not 
have fought appropriately or "have taken care of Kuwait" were it 

° f Iraq ' He a 9 ain emphasized that the 
actions of the United States "forced our hand. " 

When noted to Hussein that UNR 662 was issued in 
August, 1990, long before any US or coalition forces military 
HUS o S1 5' stated that military forces opposing Iraq were 
in Saudl Arabia at that time. This, coupled with various 
decisions and announcements made by the United States, indicated 
a prelude to a US attack against Iraq. 

Hussein noted that the UN seemed only to "watch" 
Ir ^ n "^ raq War !? r ei 9 ht years, without concern. Only near 
^ ^ ™ the confllct ' when iraq had overcome Iranian forces, 
did the UN propose and Iran accept a cease fire agreement. In 
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?i^ e i n ’ S °£ inion ' the ™ "was not honorable" during the Iran- 
Iraq War. During the war between the two countries 5 some of 

lraq r padded "^SuSein 

*■ :^ir/r^ b taZ s d have Pr6ClUdea 

j . Hussein questioned whether legitimate efforts were 

SIS Sw2t ™ to COUn ^ ies to p-venfthf conflict" 6 

ri P nf to set the terms °f withdrawal after invasion He 

B5® r ® was an V "initiative" from other countriS SSSsein 
d the . S ° viet Union proposed one plan for withdrawal which 

St in P U , Pi H ? WeVer ' the ™ did accept tSs pSjoSl? 
^SYPt, m Hussein's opinion, "did nothing." * F 

fro™ Kuwa^eanf fr^lXq™ IT 

solution for "everybody in the area." This plan included P ° Se & 

lSraS eme Sissfin reVi °r S UN , decisions regarding lands occupied by 
fan?™ , Hus ® ein questioned why the UN did not attack Israel fo? 

"mistakes"* of^Lf 2SOlutions ^ ■ Hussein stated that the 
mistakes of Israel are not considered by the UN. Reqardina 
Iraqi mistakes, however, the UN is always concerned. 9 9 

knowledge o^SocSies S“?he' 

s F 1= ■■ “sr 1 - 

£Sein° V SSSorJ id tS 0t IOrM Iraqis t0 disp1 ^ Pictures'of 
to d“?k in WOUl ? not have forced Kuwaitis 
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an Iraqi soldier was executed for committing burglary during the 
occupation of Kuwait. In another incident, an Iraqi Lieutenant 
Colonel was executed, and his body hung on public display for 48 
hours, for assaulting a female in Kuwait. This individual's body 
was left in public for all Iraqi officers and soldiers to see in 
order to emphasize the rules. A third incident resulting in an 
execution may have occurred, but Hussein does not remember the 
details. 


Hussein denied knowledge of the number of Kuwaitis 
llled, military or civilian, during combat operations or during 
the alleged atrocities previously mentioned. Hussein stated, "It 
was war time." He added that Iraq is a Third World country which 
signed the Geneva Convention. The United States is an advanced 
country which supposedly would not make the same mistakes as a 
Third World country. Hussein questioned the statistics regardinq 
the numbers of Iraqi civilians killed, abuses committed against 
Iraqis, or Iraqi prisoners tortured by United States forces. 

. '^’ < ^ Re 9 ar di n 9 the igniting of oil wells in Kuwait by 
withdrawing Iraqi forces and the subsequent environmental 
.-i SaS ^ r de *- med one °f the worst in history, Hussein asked, "More 
han Chernobyl?" He requested to know the number of people who 
died in Kuwait because of the smoke created by the fires 
Hussein denied that Iraqi forces ignited the oil wells. He 
acknowledged that Iraqi forces burned "oil in trenches" as they 
were retreating. The resulting smoke blocked target acquisition 
by coalition aircraft and prevented additional troops from dyinq. 
Hussein acknowledged that he was told that "a few" oil wells were 
He stated that even if he were shown pictures or videos 
of these events, he would not believe Iraqi forces committed 
them. He maintained that these forms of media are easy to 
manipulate and fabricate. Hussein stated his belief that it 
would not be a crime for the Iraqi military to burn oil in order 
to prevent planes from attacking them. If such an event took 
place, this would have been an act of a desperate person who had 
no weapons remaining with which to defend himself. When 
questioned if he was offered proof to show that the 150 oil well 
fires m Kuwait were an act of sabotage by the Iraqi military and 
atthat^ime* defense ' Hussein stated he would provide a response 

_ , Ra 9 ardin SJ the previously discussed execution of 

Iraqi soldiers m Kuwait, Hussein stated that the information 
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about these matters may have been provided to him verbally or in 
writing. In all likelihood, a trial occurred prior to the 
executions. Hussein opined that without this severe and 
immediate action, more crimes, possibly hundreds, might have 
occurred in Kuwait . 

Hussein stated that Ali Hasan Al -Majid was a member 
of the Iraqi Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) during the 
occupation of Kuwait. Al -Majid's role during the occupation was 
to "arrange and organize everything" in Kuwait. The decision 
granting Al-Majid this authority was made at an official meeting 
of the RCC. Al-Majid was the senior Iraqi official in Kuwait. 

Wf Regarding other Iraqi officials assigned duties in 
Kuwait, Hussein stated there were many of them ranging from 
traffic policemen to high government officials. Hussein stated 
he has no additional information regarding others with 
responsibilities in Kuwait and provided no additional names of 
such Iraqi officials. Hussein added that the Iraqi government 
attempted to provide all services, particularly the critical 
ones, such as electricity, to Kuwaiti citizens. 

When questioned regarding the ongoing Kuwaiti 
resistance during the Iraqi occupation and efforts by the Iraqi 
Intelligence Service (IIS) to stop it, Hussein stated, "I do not 
have an answer with these details." when again asked, Hussein 
replied that he had given his answer and "I am not a person who 
gives away his friends." 

Hussein was asked, as the ex-President of Iraq, 
about Iraqi policy regarding treatment of POWs. Hussein replied, 
"I am not the ex-President of Iraq. I am still the President of 
Iraq." He added that he still respects the will of the people 
(their support of him as President) . He continued saying that 
Iraq respects the Geneva Convention and that they had asked other 
countries to do the same. Hussein commented that in his 
speeches, he asked each soldier to respect the Geneva Convention 
and to remember and abide by the soldier's "religious 
principles . " 

Hussein denied giving orders to mistreat, abuse, or 
torture US POWs . According to Hussein, such a proclamation would 
have affected his reputation in front of the people and was, 
therefore, unacceptable. Others may state that Hussein issued 
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such orders so that they might absolve themselves of 
responsibility. If these individuals say such things, Hussein 
will accept responsibility as commander and admit these 
accusations as long as such an admission will not dishonor him. 

He reiterated he would not have given such orders because of what 
religion teaches. Hussein provided a saying, "There is a well of 
water in Paradise. If one feeds an orphan or a prisoner, he will 
drink from the well." Hussein stated the proof of his beliefs is 
in his speeches. He made this assertion despite previously 
stating actions, not words, are what matters. Hussein remarked 
that his speeches as President are important. 


Regarding the credible information that Iraq 
removed the Kuwaiti leadership from their country, reportedly 
with the agreement of the Kuwaiti citizens, only to have the 
Kuwaiti people welcome them back, Hussein opined that leaders 
(Kuwaitis) who accept foreign occupation (the United States) of 
their own country can be forcibly expelled. According to 
Hussein, the Kuwaiti leaders were not "from the people." On the 
contrary, they were originally brought in by the British. 

Hussein stated that he knew how the citizens of Kuwait felt 
before the invasion and after occupation by Iraqi forces. If 
Kuwaiti citizens accepted the former leadership after Iraqi 
occupation, Hussein stated that he respected their decision. 


0^0 Hussein reiterated a belief provided in a previous 
interview that whoever "conspires against a brother" must be 
kicked out (Kuwait, in this case) . Regarding the tradition or 
understanding that Arab nations should not take up arms against 
one another, Hussein stated that he concurred with this belief 
and that he affirmed so publicly in a speech long before the 
invasion of Kuwait. Other Arab nations, however, including 
Kuwait, refused to abide by this principle. Saudi Arabia 
confiscated land from Yemen. Syria continues to occupy territory 
in Lebanon. Egypt has confiscated land from Sudan and has acted 
aggressively towards Libya. 


Returning to the subject of American POWs, Hussein 
again denied knowledge of torture or abuse as documented through 
^sdital examinations upon their repatriation. Hussein questioned 
whether such findings were made by Americans or by an independent 
investigative body. Hussein restated that any bad treatment is 
not acceptable whether against an Iraqi citizen or against the 
citizen of another country. He denied that information regarding 
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abuse and torture of US POWs was presented to the Iraqi 
leadership . 

)?=&£ In the context of the discussion regarding 
allegations of mistreatment of US POWs by Iraq, the interviewer 
stated, "Both the US Government, the UN, and the Red Cross had 
made these allegations known to the Iraqi Government. These 
probably would not go to the attention of the President, but they 
were not addressed by anyone within the Iraqi leadership." 

Hussein replied, "What I was made aware of was that there was an 
American prisoner, not a prisoner, excuse me, but an American 
person. I think an officer. It was said his plane was hit above 
the western desert and he parachuted and the Americans were 
looking for him. They showed me the paperwork and I told them to 
facilitate the mission and to tell them they are welcome. Let 
them keep the information so they will not say that we reviewed 
it. Let them keep the information with them. As for the people 
that are searching, let them come here and tell us where is that 
pilot, I mean they do the searching." 

Hussein does not remember the pilot's name, 
including whether it was Speicher. He told Iraqi officials to 
allow the Americans to search for this individual. Hussein 
stated Iraqi officials "helped" in the search for information 
regarding the missing pilot's whereabouts. 
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Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 
interviewed March 3, 2004 at a military detention facility at 
Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) , Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 

Prior to the start of interview, Hussein was 
in ^ orme< ^ this session would be a continuation of the previous 
discussions regarding Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. 

Hussein stated that he devised the plan for the 
invasion of Kuwait. Because the geography of Kuwait is 
essentially open land, neither specific tactical planning nor 
special assets was needed to effect the operation. Any person 
with basic military knowledge could have put together an 
effective invasion plan. 


The invasion of Kuwait was accomplished within two 
and a half hours, equivalent to that previously estimated. 

Hussein stated it should have taken no more than one hour. He 
believes it should have occurred more quickly than originally 
estimated due to support for the invasion from the Kuwaiti 
people. Hussein reiterated a previous statement to the 
interviewers that Iraq was asked by the Kuwaiti people to invade 
their country in order to remove the Kuwaiti leadership. When 
asked to clarify how the Kuwaiti citizens communicated their 
desires to the Iraqi government prior to the invasion, Hussein 
stated some, not all, Kuwaitis felt this way. He added, "We felt 
they were asking." 


Re Sf arc ^ing the assault on the coastal city of Khafii 
and who designed this attack, Hussein stated, "Me." He added 
that he would not shift the blame to his friends. Hussein stated 
that military planning was easy after eight years of war with 
ran from 1980 to 1988. Any military operation requires 
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knowledge of the geography of the area and knowledge of the 
weapons and the capabilities of the enemy as well as one's own 
capabilities. Other important factors include the training, 
logistical support, and morale of the troops. With such 
knowledge, the military operation against Khafji was simple to 
plan. The land was open, similar to southern Iraq, and provided 
no "complications." The only concern was enemy air power 
capability. 

When questioned whether the purpose of the assault 
on Khafji was to force the coalition forces into a ground war, 
Hussein replied that military experts knew that any ground attack 
the Iraqi Army was a difficult task. He opined that two 
million troops would have been needed to fight the Iraqi ground 
forces. Aircraft, however, could be used to strike Iraqi forces 
and thereafter return to base. The preliminary information 
available to Iraq indicated that coalition ground forces were in 
the vicinity of Khafji. For this reason, Iraqi forces decided to 
attack the location and to "force a fight." Hussein stated that 
it seemed that coalition forces withdrew upon attack by Iraqi 
forces. Thereafter, Iraqi ground forces remained in the area. 

As time passed, Iraq lost soldiers, ammunition, and equipment. 
Many Iraqi soldiers died as the result of repeated coalition air 
assaults without ever seeing the enemy approaching over land. 

^ Hussein denied that Iraqi forces were defeated at 
Khafji, forcing them to withdraw. Hussein stated Iraq did not 
intend to occupy the city. Iraqi ground forces went to the 
location to fight with coalition ground forces. Upon 
encountering little to no ground resistance, Iraqi forces 
withdrew on the second day, of their own choosing. Hussein noted 
that it seemed coalition forces were not aware of the Iraqi 
withdrawal for a few days. Hussein acknowledged that coalition 
forces had air supremacy. 

Regarding whether one of the Iraqi objectives of 
the assault on Khafji was to capture American prisoners of war 
(POWs) , Hussein stated one of the principles of war is to kill or 
capture the enemy. After fourteen days of coalition bombardment 
of Iraqi forces, Iraq wanted to force casualties upon coalition 
forces. However, Iraq preferred to capture coalition personnel, 
in Hussein's opinion, this would have had a "lot of effect" on 
the enemy. Hussein acknowledged that the assault on Khafji may 
not have been effective and may have shown coalition forces 




^- ra< 3' s strengths. This may have led to prolonged coalition air 
strikes and a delay in the ground war. 

X Hussein believes Iraqi forces should have conducted 
their ground assault even earlier. The operation was delayed an 
additional week, creating an opportunity for the coalition to 
conduct additional air strikes which weakened the Iraqi ground 
forces. Hussein denied that there was a plan to capture American 
POWs as a method of trying to prevent continued coalition air 
attacks . 

^S) Hussein stated that he, and no one else in the 
Iraqi government or leadership, gave the orders to fire SCUD 
missiles at Israel. He stated, "Everything that happened to us 
was because of Israel." Hussein added that all the "bad things" 
for Arabs came as the result of Israeli actions. He opined that 
Israel "pushes" US politicians and "fills them with hatred." 
Israel first attacked Iraq in 1981 destroying the country's only 
nuclear reactor. As far as Iraq was concerned, the war with 
Israel was "still on." During the conflict in 1991, Hussein 
reasoned that the United States would stop the war if Israel was 
"hurt." He also wanted to punish the country that he considered 
as the source of all the problems. Hussein denied that one of 
his reasons for striking Israel with SCUD missiles was to cause 
Israeli retaliation, a collapse of the coalition, and withdrawal 
of Arab support for the coalition. According to Hussein, the 
Arab countries which supported the coalition had been "shamed." 
Thus, any withdrawal of their support against Iraq was 
inconsequential . 

Hussein stated there were two reasons for the war 
m 1991, oil and Israel. He added that Kuwait would not have 
considered doing anything against Iraq unless "pushed' by another 
country (the United States) . When the interviewer pointed out to 
Hussein that historians believe Iraq acted first, Hussein replied 
that this was the result (of Kuwait's actions) and not the reason 
(for the war) . 

, ^0 Hussein denied that Iraqi forces withdrew from 

Kuwait following their defeat. He insisted Iraqi forces withdrew 
as the result of an official proclamation. This cease fire 
including the Iraqi withdrawal, was negotiated by the Russians 
and accepted by Iraq. Coalition air attacks against Iraqi ground 
forces occurred while troops were retreating under official 
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orders from the Iraqi leadership. Hussein denied that Iraqi 
forces would have been eliminated if they had not withdrawn. 

Hussein stated an Iraqi plan of withdrawal existed 
as early as August 12, 1990. However, Iraq found no government 
m the international community nor in the Arab world which would 
agree to negotiate the terms of this plan. The President of 
France expressed support for the plan, but subsequently withdrew 
this support after receiving pressure from the United States. 
Thereafter, Iraqi accepted the previously discussed Russian 
initiative. Hussein denied that the plan was accepted because of 
huge Iraqi military losses. 

The interview then turned to a discussion of a 
letter dated February 19, 1991 from Hussein Kamil, in the name of 
Iraqi President Hussein, to Ali Hasan A1 -Majid. The letter 
stated, in part, that the Iraqi military should remove any and 
all property from Kuwait which will aid in the rebuilding of 
T rac I* Hussein stated the normal method of conveying directions 
from the President would be via letters from the Presidential 
Diwan . Kamil was not a secretary, but was simply one of the 
Iraqi Ministers. Kamil was "known for his way of doing things." 
Upon being read the letter by the translator, Hussein asked 
whether the document referred to items used by the Iraqi military 
m Kuwait or to things from Kuwait itself. He added that he 
never instructed the Iraqi military to remove items, either their 
own equipment or Kuwaiti items. Hussein opined that the letter 
may refer to equipment in Kuwait that was utilized by the various 
Iraqi Ministers for critical services such as electricity, water, 
transportation, and telephone service. He stated the letter was' 
dated nine days before the cease fire. Hussein denied that the 
letter referred to Kuwaiti property. He stated it was simply a 
letter from one minister subordinate to another minister, asking 
for the return of materials taken to Kuwait by Iraqi forces . 
Hussein stated that he did not issue the letter. He asked what 
items or materials were taken from Kuwait after this letter was 
published. 


^>81 When questioned whether members of the Iraqi 
leadership were allowed to issue letters in the name of the 
President without his knowledge, Hussein stated, "There are bad 
elements everywhere. He (Hussein Kamil) is dead now." Hussein 
denied knowledge of whether other members of the Iraqi leadership 
acted on authority of the President without actually having power 

4 




delegated to them by Hussein. Hussein acknowledged that the 
referenced letter was not conveyed in an official manner. He 
reiterated that the official method of issuance of such a letter, 
upon orders from Hussein, would have been to send a communication 
from the Presidential Diwan to Ali Hasan A1 -Majid, in this case. 
This letter would have specifically enumerated the powers to be 
delegated to a particular individual, in this case, Hussein 
Kami 1 . 
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Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee # 1 ) was 
interviewed March 5, 2004 at a military detention facility at 
Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) , Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 


N Prior to the start of interview, 
informed this session would be a continuation 
discussions regarding Kuwait. 


Hussein was 
of the previous 


Hussein acknowledged that Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tariq Aziz met with US Secretary of State James Baker in Geneva, 
Switzerland in January, 1991. From the perspective of the Iraqi 
leadership, the goal of this meeting was to exploit any chance 
*- or peace regarding the situation with Kuwait. When the 
opportunity was made available to discuss this matter with an 
American representative, Iraq decided to pursue this avenue. The 
raqi leadership believed that any results from this meeting 
would "carry weight" in the international community. 


According to Hussein, Baker provided no solutions 
tor the Kuwaiti situation. Instead, Baker dictated to Aziz 
certain steps that the United States wanted Iraq to accomplish 
first. Baker added, "Otherwise, we'll take you back to the pre 
industrial age." Aziz told Baker that the accomplishment of 
these steps would not be possible. 


Hussein stated that the Kuwaiti issue needed to 
ave been placed inside the framework of international law. This 
matter should not have been reduced to one in which the strong 
si e (United States) dictated to the weak side (Iraq) the terms 
of the agreement. Iraq sought a format which did not portray it 
ss defeated, but rather one showing respect for the Iragi 
military and its people. 
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, Hussein stated, "We had a desire for peace." In a 

document . dated August 12, 1990, Iraq expressed this desire 
through its first proposal. As stated in a previous interview, 

™„ Pir ? POSa i WaS n0t acce P ted b y an y member of the international 
community. Iraq wanted a guarantee of no further aggression 
directed against them and an end to the embargo against Iraq. 

, T „ Without existing in the framework of international 

iith that Iraq would have appeared as defeated 

with respect to the Iraq-Kuwait issue. Hussein considered the 
referenced Iraqi proposal for a peaceful solution regarding 
uwait as legitimate. As with any proposal, not all parts will 
be accepted. The Iraqi solution was never discussed, however. 

whather the issue regarding Kuwait was more 
^ han he Palestinian issue. He opined that Kuwait was 
h lmportant fa y the United States and the international 
community because Iraq was the opposing entity and because of the 
existence of oil m Kuwait. As stated in a previous interview 
Hussein implied that Kuwait had "been taken" from Iraq. He added 

w °^ ld dld n ot "assemble and stop" when Yemen was 
reunited after many years of separation. 

Continuing the discussion of the Iraqi proposal of 

fo? U rrai 2 ^ 1 h 9 °' HU £ S !! in J questioned why it was considered unusual 
to t . bave asked that United Nations (UN) resolutions be 
qvr .. aspect to lands previously seized by Israel and 

Hoi * * 1 .i, t ^ eSe resolutlons had been enforced, Iraqis would have 
in 1 iqq? d "5"" 1! ? ternat;L onal law was being applied fairly to Iraq 
1 91 • Hussein stated that no one notified Iraq that certain 

or^eleted the Iraqi Proposal needed to be changed 

avenSef to'acSe?e 3 pefce * 3eriousl y eIt P lorea «veral 

Asked whether Iraqi leaders were surprised at the 
"* r °£ Iraqi prisoners of wr (POWs) , estimated IJ !?, ?43 
Si COa ii tl0n forces durin 9 the 1991 war, Hussein 
powq d ' N °v ThlS 1S war '" According to Hussein, the Iraqi 
OWs were not captured m the classic sense. There were many 
factors leading to their capture including their loss of 

disorientation *”2 trans P°rtation, a lack of food and a sense of 
so lentation. Because of these factors, many Iraqi soldiers 
traveled to Saudi Arabia for safe haven where ?hey were pKked uo 
by coalition forces. in contrast, Hussein etated^hS the eSec? 
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I99l he niSiX h^ ains ^ Iraq in 2003 was rauch greater than that in 
J 991 * Respite this, fewer Iraqi POWs were captured in 2003 and 
he attributed this to different factors which^SsteJ in 

, . (X) Hussein denied that the Iraqi leadership was 

disappointed with the large number of Iraqi POWs in 1991 
Hussein stated, -Nothing would shake our determination He 

God's e wili at n ar ^ 5° rtu 5 es and misfortunes and that this is 
God s will. Hussein denied that the large number of Iranis 

captured by coalition forces influenced Iraq's ability to 

He claimed that the number of POWs indicates 
neither the stage nor the outcome of a war. He stated that t - ran 

I^Hu^e^t war . a ? ainst Ira n despite Iran's capture of more POW? 

SceSsarilv 3 a??i?i° n ' ^ ca P ture of ?0Ws in a ny amount does not' 

S S Lfl > ! t0 fight ' n ° r does ifc necessarily 

force certain military decisions. Hussein acknowledaed that Y 

to a ?eturn S horap e a fh lea ft d by coalition forces in 1991 and allowed 
return home after the cease fire agreement was signed. 

Hu f sein was questioned about the 45 coalition POWs 

Sitlst S^ P ? S poS f the apparent compulsory appearance of tSS 

P 11 ^ POWs on Iraqi television. The interviewer noted 

the fStu?ina of a ?hem re n have been physically abused and that 
e reatunng of them on television was a violation of the rpnpva 

Convention. Hussein stated that the POWs, especially the pilots 
would likely have provided different details about their canture' 
oth^-rT 3Uld i a 37 th ^ Y WSre ca P tured b Y farmers or villagers while 

cSeSated ° f Pe ° ple ’ " These IraqiFS 9 £t L 

pushing the. ar^ ^ 

controi or aware of circumstances regarding captured individuals 
out brcoauSon a fo?“ls bet “ e ' n militar >' units been knocked 

h or . , , Regarding coalition POWs captured in 1991 Hussein 

Jm t 96 ° f . any abUSe ° f them ^ ^hose serving in tie 
f tiry ° r the Irac 3 1 government. However, he clarified 
S Saying that he did not deny that others mav 

Jhnnt J ehaved in a bad manner" and that he was speakinq only 7 
he wo, ?h S pers ° nal knowledge of the matter. Hussein added that 
stated auch information if he were awa^Sf it £* 

reno 6 ? n h he subscribes to a document much older than the 

2e?We ?w n ^° n ' thS K ° ran - The Koran a nd Arab tradition 
believe that it is "noble" to treat a prisoner well. Hussein 
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^ 9 ^5i2s e ss sssTs ntlon 

circumstances or nationality. a one s 

tortured t din ? reports that all coalition POWs were 

denied ?v, h l Iraqi custod y- Hussein neither confirmed nor 

the conscieSce^ofthos? 3 ^^' h£ S £ ated this inf ™tion is "on 
the £ reported it and those who conducted 

cne investigation. Hussein explained that leaders command bv 
|| communication instruments." Lower level commanders TeS bv 

elch^riT V h 1 h e ' " Wlthout P^Per communication instrument! 
rJi£er2eS Y tS?T S accordin ? to “how it sees things . " Sss4in 
duriS tS lll qi ^°™ lca tions systems were inoperative 

reSrted Accordingly, he speculated that some 

reported acts of physical abuse, such as the burninq of a POWs 

a lgh £ ^ Ve been the acts of a "simpleton " £hen it ITs 

lead o£e°to ° f coalition f °rces could reasonably 

the entire T-ran i was a wldes Pread practice conducted by 

entire Iraqi military, Hussein replied, »i answered." 7 

Hussein maintained that he does not nup^Hnn 

information £T r £ £ Coa “H°" t^ATLTTpTrslnll 

hSwJ^S V eithe f'. c °s f irm or deny these allegations. 

Iraqi p4op™ ifS^beSo at he does n0t doub,: chat the 
ayi people, alter being attacked by coalition Dilot^ 

capture USe ^ Pil ° CS Mp * ei * 11 l' i£ ^ parSc?pa?eS'in Seir 
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Saddam Hussein (High Value Detainee #1) was 
interviewed March 11 , 2004 at a military detention facility at 
Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) , Baghdad, Iraq. Hussein 
provided the following information: 

Prior to the start of interview, Hussein was 
informed this session would be a continuation of the previous 
discussions regarding Kuwait. 

. , Regarding information from the Kuwaiti government 

indicating that the Iraqi invasion and occupation of Kuwait 
caused $180 billion in damages to the country, Hussein asked for 
the source of this information. When told the source was Kuwait, 
ussein asked which neutral and legal entity questioned Kuwait 
regarding the basis of their conclusion. He opined that "no one" 
asked Kuwait for the details of their investigation of this 
matter. . Hussein again questioned the existence of evidence 
supporting these Kuwaiti assertions. 

Hussein reiterated information provided in a 
previous interview stating, "Kuwait is Iraqi." According to 
Hussein Kuwait was "stolen" from Iraq by a British resolution. 

e added that if Kuwait had not been a country with oil, it would 
not have been "stolen." Hussein stated that the arrogance of the 
Kuwaiti rulers made them "stupid" and ignited the war. He 
further stated that he understands that the United States 
located across the Atlantic Ocean, would want Iraq to be poor 
However, he cannot understand how Kuwait would want to exist next 
to a hungry country. " 

Hussein emphasized that he is not saying that 
Kuwait did not have the right to make these statements. He again 
questioned the identity of the neutral entity which examined this 
matter and whether it was discussed with Iraq. Hussein suggested 
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!^ at ^ S ? m ®!r hi 2 9 similar a court should have been formed to hear 
the details from both sides and to decide this matter. However 
this did not happen. 

K) Hussein stated that just prior to the latest war, 
mencan officials said all Iraqi debts would be forgiven 
including monies owed to Kuwait. In Hussein's opinion, this 
proved any amount reportedly owed to Kuwait was not a legal debt 
and was a "political" matter. He added that this policy was 
driven by the United States and not the United Nations (UN) 

Kuwait, or any other entity. 


. . _ The interviewer told Hussein that Kuwait never 

asked for compensation for the damages suffered during the Iragi 
invasion and occupation. Kuwait did, however, ask for the return 
of 605 prisoners of war (POWs) . To date, these POWs have not 
been returned. Hussein stated these Kuwaitis were not "captives" 
and are missing as characterized by a UN resolution. He stated 
that many "stories and novels have been woven" around this issue, 
to . the matt er of Iraqi weapons of mass destruction (WMD) . 
The Kuwaiti POW accusations have been proven to be false 
however, similar to the WMD rumors. Hussein stated that 
individuals often become "missing" during a war. He provided as 
examples the one coalition individual still missing from the 

^ Ulf Wa f and the thousands of Iraqis and Iranians missing 
5 e ^ een the , two countries. As for the 605 Kuwaitis, 
Hussein stated that Kuwait knows their fate. Hussein denied 
nowledge that 605 Kuwaitis were captured in circumstances other 
than combat after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

Hussein acknowledged that Aziz Saleh Al-Numan was 
Governor of Kuwait during the Iraqi occupation. As such he 
reported directiy to the Iraqi Minister of Interior, a position 
held by All Hasan Al-Majid at that time. Al-Numan’ s duties as 
vernor were set forth in Iraqi provincial laws. Hussein does 
2 t ,5 em f rabe f whether Al-Numan was appointed by him or by decree 
of the Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) . In Iraq the 
Constitution sets forth the authority of the RCC and' the 

=^ ld f nt ? h ° is ^ also the Chairman of the RCC. Some governmental 
appointments such as those given to high-ranking officers in the 
miiitary, judges, and general directors are based on a 
republican" directive. Hussein explained that the Iraqi system 
does not prevent the President from submitting a name for 
consideration of appointment and requesting subsequent feedback 
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from the RCC. Decisions in Iraq are signed by the President. It 
is his prerogative to consult or not to consult anyone. Hussein 
stated "his style" was to always consult with others when the 
time came to make a decision. Governors were assigned based on a 
republican" or Presidential directive. Hussein does not 
remember if he discussed the appointment of Al-Numan with the 


When questioned regarding Iraq's usage of Kuwaitis, 
Japanese, and westerners as human shields during the first Gulf 
War including the positioning of them at key sites such as 
communications centers and military positions, Hussein denied 

individuals were taken to Iraqi military positions. He 
added that the Iraqi government did not, however, prevent 
individuals from volunteering as human shields to protect 
facilities such as communications centers. When questioned 
whether such volunteers existed in 1991, Hussein replied "I do 
not remember . " 


The translator read to Hussein an Iraqi government 
communication from Qusay Hussein concerning the usage of Kuwaiti 
prisoners as human shields. Hussein stated that he has no 
information about this letter. When noted to Hussein that the 
document was recovered by American forces from an Iraqi 
government building and is deemed legitimate, Hussein stated, "I 
answered. " He asked whether the captives discussed in this 
communication were ever questioned about being held in Iraqi 
captivity or being used as human shields. Hussein stated that 
Iraq released all the Kuwaiti captives. Upon being told the 
document was dated March 14, 2003, Hussein stated, "it is a 
forgery. It is impossible." He suggested that the communication 
be examined closely to determine authenticity and that he 
had thought it was dated 1991. Hussein stated that if the date 
° f 4 - t u e documei ? t is 2003, it is a forgery. He added that Iraq did 
not have captives at that time. Hussein stated that Qusay was 
not the type of person to "make up things." He reiterated that 
experts in the United States and in Iraq should scrutinize this 
document for authenticity. 


. Regarding chemical weapons and why Iraq did not use 

flrst Gulf War ' Hussein replied that he had been 
asked this question previousiy and had answered. When noted to 
him that the interviewer had not previously asked this question, 
ussem replied that he believed it was strange that the 
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interviewer or anyone else would ask this question, not just at 
this point but at any time. He stated that it is not Iraqi 
policy to use chemical weapons against coalition forces. Hussein 
commented that this was a discussion of history, not unrealistic 
hypothetical • He asked how Iraq would have been described if it 
had used chemical weapons. Hussein replied to his own question, 
"We would have been called stupid." According to Hussein, 
chemical weapons, and their use, were never discussed by Iraqi 
officials before or during the 1991 war. 


X As stated during a previous interview, Hussein 
acknowledged a meeting in January, 1991 just before the war 
between US Secretary of State James Baker and Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tariq Aziz. Hussein remembers a statement by Baker to 
"take Iraq back to the pre- industrial age." He stated that Iraq 
would not be intimidated by threats, however, especially when 
coming from someone in "a strong position. " Hussein denied 
knowledge that part of this discussion concerned the position of 
the United States regarding Iraq's possible use of chemical 
weapons should hostilities occur. According to Hussein, "We 
decided the right thing to do." He stated that the use’ of 
chemical weapons did not "cross our mind." 


Hussein stated that Sultan Hashem, Iraqi Minister 
of Defense, and Saleh, Second Corps Commander, represented Iraq 
at the cease fire talks during the first Gulf War. Their 
positions and viewpoints were the same as those of the Iraqi 
leadership, to secure a cease fire and to start the withdrawal of 
foreign forces from Iraq. Hussein stated Iraq had no goal of 
continuing the war and desired a cease fire. 

^pS^Cwhen questioned about other items discussed by Iraq 
at the 1991 cease fire talks, Hussein stated that he does not 
remember any additional Iraqi requests other than the withdrawal 
of foreign forces from their territory. In Hussein's opinion, 
the fighting would have continued without this withdrawal. 

Hussein denied knowledge that Iraq asked for, and received, 
permission to continue flying helicopters. He further denied 
knowledge of the purpose of such an Iraqi request. 
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interviewed^arcfS It ^ ° etainee #U was 
Baghdad International Airport (BIAp! ^ t f ntl ° n faci lity at 
provided the following information! ' a9hdad ' Irac J- Hussein 

goal of thi^ S iraJi e iemdershiD e wm! r hh 0f Hussein stated the 

infrastructure o£ % the rebuilding of the 

reconstituting agricultural and eco? 11 ^ the War ‘ This includ ed 
stated that i?aq rebuilt "a! econorai c , P r °g r ams . Hussein 

programs in th^aJeJs Jf aSSSuSe^ 1 " 9 ; ■' Started new 
However, Iraq's efforts WP ™ v,= ture l ® ducat ion, and health. 

P«icW.*f ^ M . 

made in th^raq^gOTermeSt^oSSci this f everal ohan ses were 
appointment of individuals tn th * tlme includ mg the 

"This is natural « in Positions, Hussein stated, 

occurrence not only in Iraq b^also^* 1 changes are a "regular" 
United States. sJch annn^6o ^ n J C ° Untries such as the 

Hussein's personal secreta?? at thi Hamid Ma hmoud, became 

secretary who had beS lpp^n?ed as IraS S^S 1 " 9 I he Previous 
Hussein referred to Mahmoud as a "cmi 91 Mlnis t e r of Education, 
had served as a member of the Preside^t^n™^ 1 ?? ° f mine " who 
the Himaya and Murafiqeen ■ .? r ° tectlve detail in 

named as Iraqi DepS^pSme mSSr Aziz ' was 

one of the early Revolutionary n L , Hussein described Aziz as 
Hussein's opinion Aziz "did CoU ? cil (RCC) members. In 

appointment Hussein static ^ an y thin 9" with this 

he (Hussein) was to also have the tiMa^ ^ Iragi lead ership if 
he would need assistance from oth^^ 1 ' IrHqi prirae minister, 
Ramadan were named as deputy prime ministers . ^ Taha YaSin 


he 

hlC 
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secretary^inciude S arranqinCT i t 1 hp duties °f a personal 

the person is working. \ secretarv^ust £ f the ? erson for whom 
his duties. Hussein selected m v, ^ , ust J 3 ? P re cise m executing 
because he was "suitable for the ™ oud as hlS P ersona l secretary 
was his own choice am! ™? t Position. » He added that this 

Hussein reiterated Sft Sahmoud Sd f hi f orical significance. 
Murafiqeen and that hnHi ad served xn the Himaya and 

Hussein's revive! t h^ l - it -° n8 were °£ 

one of his refeSvJs silver in th * °nly 

position. At that time Ira ? 1 government political 

education and priLriTy f lves had lin,ited 

military services se ^ed in the Iraqi army and other 

detail dicT^t H necesL?ilJ t dictate t the deta 6 ^ °f £ iS P rotective 
He claimed that at times Y he tanohh^h detai ls of his movements, 
performance and be more successful uT improve their 

that he could perform their job better ^e^elt it^ 9 Wlth them 

1352 s 3s -r e ir 

failed in its mission if it " isolated"^ 0 "' t thS detai1 wou l d have 
was also important Sat the detaifS a £iS ? rom * he masses - It 

and behavior to accommodate Hussein's nature° lr duties 

evidence of his teaching i ■ 1 • nature. As further 

requested, he could S ' Hussein stated that if 

interviewing duties. ? when asked^o^ 3 ^ 1 ^ 9 the writer ' s 
Hussein stated "a doctor dnec „ t- ?" x P ound on this statement, 
is wrong. They come to him." ° C aSS peo P le ashing them what 

at ones pStion^^Lthnr^xecStinf j mp ? rtanc thi "9 i» to look 
how to perform duties A nerqnn 0 9 Planning, to determine 

and quick. One who supervises mus^allo^t £ rderS d USt be P recise 
exercise initiative The U ° W Phose und ^r him to 

civilian and military situations HuQ= nitla 5 1Ve ^ dlffers between 
the field are different than t-u ussein stated, "The eyes in 

Position only to LS 2^4? 
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mafr^rf^sel^cSofof a .P« ticul « situation 

under other circumstance +->, • par ^ c V^ ar individual even though 
the best choJef ?hS ia'ai^ 3 1 ? d ^ ldu » 1 ™Y not be considered 
selecting the right perso/for SlSSy'operations. ° £ 

individuais U for^particular d militarv e or eleCti0n ° r di ™i?«l of 
often involves consideration r governmental positions 

tribe. AnothL ?Sctor to cn = fa e ' PerCeption of one ’ s family or 

si?S?iof ra arnecL f sItSe V t^ 

Others may ask, "Was he a coward’" 7 Theae^ 1 ^?^* 1 WaS dismissed - 
asked when an individual decides to ctfn queatlons ma Y ev en be 
circumstances The famtiifo to retire under normal 
"tainted " nnHoo- milies of such individuals may feel 

families " to h^ftS^oJeSmen^ 11 ^ 8 ' SUCh actions ^ «use 
having to consider these f e !uL Ossein explained that in 

governmental leaders were Sten^iS-ed^ 1 ^*® ' railitar y and 
changes, even if they were deemed neclssa?y 5 personnel 

which occuiSd W in n sSuthern b Iraq t afte?Th nly reported uprisings 
claimed that he had not heard 2f Sh the war m 1991, Hussein 
pointed out that many intl^ieSJ Uprisinqs - wd en it was 

uprisings, Hussein aJked "Have we nof e a° rtS ^ documented the 
He stated, however that'w-i th-i r, e not discussed this matter?" 

"some elements " V had 2±£i5£ LboS ° f the Cease . fi ^ of 1991, 
Iraq cities of Basra Nasiriwah and e j° Per K tl0nS in the souther n 
activity spread to ?he no E h Amarah. Later, this 

and Kirkuk. Hussein stated that ° f Suleimani yyah, Erbil, 

operations were "pushed by^ran " a 9 fw S T COndUCting these 
Iranian intelligence officers tbat Iraq ca Ptured 68 

prisoners. 9 officers who were later exchanged for Iraqi 


had already beeS desnoyed^ EllcSicit^did^S bridgeS in Iraq 

i F 

bn the country. Hussein stated the “SS^attSSSn ™ 1 
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Iran U « ri The S lat ter a r ^f Si °h rebels ' and "those from 

government services Iracris nf indlvld V a -!- s from Iranian 
"escaped" to Iran 'Their naHnnai ori?ln ' and iraqis who had 
determine with Sy degrel TllrtllllZV*™ di££icult to 
intentionally desLoyfd 

governmeric^^ntro: ^c.f th^country a 5J? r T??4 ddll 9 to reas sert 
considered the southern area S' ? X 5 aqi leada tship 
was in this area where Irani fnr-^o q tC> bS a hlgh P riori ty. It 
primarily Iranians. After^r-rW encountered and fought 
government forces focused on the ^ as ^ estor ed in southern Iraq, 

forces met little or no resistance^Th^f f e ^° n Where Iraqi 
southern Iraq lasted annrnYi'mv n \ The fl 3 dt ing in northern and 
"God made us\i^oSoS P "° X iherla?ter° T**™ Stated ' 

continued to insert groups of ten tn f-i<£ ding Hussein ' Iran 

government een H owever, ""these^ 5 ^ 

local population' Ultimate?? thwarted members of the 

Iran aS/xrag. £ ba£ »een 

insurgent '^ivJtrcSn^«d t ^ i ^ d t! :he u P risin S s in 1991 as 
not consider tJfLsSrqeStfto^ 0 ^ 1 ^ 3 .^ thieves -" He did 

what factors allowed these disturb?? V ° 1Ut u° narieS ' When asked 
it was support from Iran bances, Hussein answered that 

the war, and possibly assistaSj f ° f the . Irac J i government after 
that all government LsmS fror ? coallti °n forces. He noted 

military P ° liCe ^ the 

however, the Iraqi military grew in streLrh ^- Gradually, 
eventually able to overcome f t f en9th ' and , they were 

the Iraqi military's "blade crot inmp 6 S 'a ^ ccordin g to Hussein, 
acknowledged, however that 1 ? ! nd lon 3 er -" He 

military had been thJ'mSn fiS weakened state of the Iraqi 

for this lawlessness in the first place . Pr ° Vlded the opportunity 

was to control H iraq in I^hi^onirT goad ? f the insurgent activity 
1991 after Iran £3 'been unabS S thia . tactic was utilized i£ 
its previous war with Iraq Iran thls g ° al throu gh 

least a part of Iraq, plrtlcullr^fL tt t0 contro1 all or at 
Hussein's belief that Iran = 1 ^ ly southern portion. It was 
eastern Saudi ^ 


4 



s 


1 


Baghdad Operations Center 


of the milMry durina the 2 ■ qi Provincial governors control 
people and thJ sSfe e uprisln 9 s in order to protect the 
life . " The people and fhe°nlM :eStabllSh T, SeCUritY and a " norr "al 

I - ---- <* 

regarding the ' prSgr^o? opSKonf S — S r6p ° rts 

2 a^S-Sv^ im.'sk^se* 

the Geneva CoLS™ a pplLronirtf^^ t 0 r internal COT “ ict > 

occupying power is another country He cSmedVh^ln' 1 c 
Convention was applicable to ^^2^=7 claimed that the Geneva 

involving ” lnt “ nal “““ 

international laS dSes^ot^erSit^he tS fc ° Hussein that 

when the location of a mi in? , . targeting of civilians even 

civilians and that- ° f a mil \ tar y objective is populated by 

sX's^sr 

how to behave. ° r someone to have to tell them 

decide." ^a^dlTth^h^' "V™ resporisib le for what I 
acts. Hussein claimed that if^n E' esponsible for how an Iraqi 
(Hussein) as the iSfw/ an ^nted to use him 

that assertion so lonq as it°doe^ r h J; s actions ' he would accept 

actions eSS He n stated C that°each h ind a ^°d^ ^"^S^lness of his 
own law and constitution. ividual is judged based on his 
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SSA 

SSA 

LS 


. Saddam Hussein (High Value neta-ino^ m \ 

interviewed MarrF i c ' a . „ . ue uecai nee # 1 ) was 

Baghdad International Airport ^LSad”^ 011 faCility at 

provided the following information! ' Baghdad ' Irag - Hussein 

advised that^today^s t discuss!nm t interview, Hussein was 

previous conversation reqardincr the^kf 9 continua tion of the 
southern Iraq in 1991 after thl Slf Wa£ ° r Uprisings ^ 

“01 - - - 

out acts du^ng U the i uprisinas t in t q i J 1 ?; tiall y' those who carried 

who had crossed the border from Iran "^oth^ among " those 

committed similar acts whilp 1 Others from Iraq 

the incidents. According to Hussein 8 ^ 0 ?^ 1 ?^ 1 ^ 6 ** at a11 ln 

S^rb^^ 

*S3T2i^J 2fs£ as 

uprisings. rocoers might have participated in the 
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S^ t ^5u’ t S t t £r d 2?e?^d S £r Ck H thC enemy '" He added “at 

weapons The Irani 7* a J u * d by WOrds would be deterred by 

manHorces as possibS ° r ? ered the arm ^ to assemble « 

disturbances 33 Hulsein aSnSSedaS "“tachery- and the 

certain individuals "got mixed in" wirc -h^'T'" 5 ° f lootin 9 by 
participating in the uprisings. actions of those 

in charge -^a?IIs r ?^f 0 «Lrfi Si ° n a t0 . plaCe certain individuals 
their alsigneS roles SsseS I™ 9 thiS time P eriod and 

to confront! and deflit SUSeS^ tL " S ? id . our decision was 
uprisings were to be "nut -in T be P ar ticipants m the 

by weapon. Hussein stated that- 6 * 1 "-] 15 " if not b y word, then 

matter was not retired dlscus sion of this 

border from Iran SSTLbS 

assisted by additional Tranidn Party. They were 

individuals killed SurS ^Sa^ 3 ' a Together ' these 
According to Hussein, one does not'neDd committed other crimes, 
should be taken when faced wift, £ Sed t0 ask what action s 
however, dictated that the Iracri lead^ situation. Procedure, 
matter. All members of the leJdeJshio Stn t0 dlscuss the 

regarding the Iraqi government reS^™L, h M the Same °P inion 
the situation. 9 ernment response required to the deal with 

regarding ^nt^occSring 0 ^ 1 ?^™^ 0 ^^ 3 C “ nicated to him 
subsequent responses hv outne rn Iraq and regarding 

'Sr 

Al-Maj id was "resisting" in Basra. Clear to the le adership that 

was actuall^tSppe^in^asra^t this*?® WerS trUe that A1 - Ma i id 
"in the past, Ir^is d?d ^St respeS^ ill'll ■ res P onded ' 

called to military service l 1 a ? d auth °nty. " When 

When called for "questioniAq " lran?f e f lly £ailed to respond, 
respond. According to Hussein n v ^ SO 9 enerall y failed to 
new concept during^his time period *** * relativel y 

Arab, they were not accultomld ' 
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British. Sa The t diJregard e for H law aS " installed " into power by the 
rural areas It 22 Sme WaS particulaid y prevalent in 


individual name^MaSi^iid^d^is'^son 11 ? ° f 3 St ° ry ab ° Ut an 
government, as the result of Wh ° was wanted by the 

captured and interrogated regaldin^^^H^^' Ubaid was 
Ubaid responded, "i have n2£2" °? tS ° f his son - 

Madhi?" Ubaid replied »un T ,‘ u j? 1 ? police asked, "Are you 

and told Ubaid "You ar4 Madhi TheJeaft The P olice slapped him 

the government says I'm Madhi' 111331(3 stated, "if 

discussion of Al-Majid™s sit^t^ Madbl ’ Hussein ended the 
what you heard. I heard what I heatd." 33 ^ Statln ^' " You heard 

governmental lSS^existe^in^nt h thS ^ reat to the Iraqi 
An uprising was even attempted^^R^^* 1 ^ 11 and souther n Iraq, 
those "sitting on the fence" -joined S ' Hussein opined that 
police stations and government offt^ 2? u P risln gs upon seeing 
resistance by the authSiSSf As tS ^ n ° 

reasserted control, the "enemv" JLf T Iraqi government 
in an old one. Accordina to Low' ° a new area or reinforced 

grew over time and "the circle started 2 ?; raqd militar y strength 
enemy." circle started tightening around the 

lawl es B ne S vL H Ss!iL 2 S te H ““ the P revi ° us Period of 
He added that the attitude of ^^the^^ 1 ' S t ^ me ' was in the 1920 s. 
during the last 35 years und 2 com P letel y 

opinion, with a political partv nL!! ty ’ In Hussa in's 

Iraqi people believed in t-y? Q y P esen t throughout Iraq, the 
their leadership IS g^ernment ^ egenda, had faith in 

This led to an improvement in^he^tuatiln 6Ver bef ore • 

m the economy. According to Hussein nr. ^ ln Iraq ' Particularly 
m Iraq in the 1980s Widnwc SS f ln ' no poor person" existed 
" taken care of and secure " &nd 1 the elderl y were 

inexpensive. This Iraqi iif estvl^di"^ pr ° d ^f cts were relatively 
the midpoint of the Irln-IrL wS and 22^2 however ' around 
War. Hussein stated, "L Sbarao 3 ^ after the 1991 Gulf 

downturn in the economy, elSlovfes and ambarqo ;". After the 
general, were less discinlined Y 2 d Iraqi . citizens in 
not change. ^ ’ However, their allegiance did 
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becoming e^nomilall? f rf f If S “f , ^ Was on its to 
all the positive thinqs in iraa hed >, arly 1980s - Ha added that 
leadership. Hussein fnr^3 q , dbeen creat ed by the 
situation deteriorated dramaMr^ ?° wl ? d ^ e ^ that the economic 

that the decline if the Saq^Io^L^at^art 08 ' HuaSein ^reed 

subsequent 1991 Gulf War which i JJ at that time and the 

(UN) inspections lessened theei? emba rgos and United Nations 

He acknowledged thJt tSs Sclfne aomic strength of the country. 

especially among thoee i„ rff a r 2 anff y Iraqi Pe ° pla - 
individuals such as those livino ^ I ng lowe r income 

that the central and £ f "?eS 


pressures ^of^wStJ^an^eatl^stS 311 ' aS a . general rule, the 

leading to revolution hS ? Se provide^ 16 " 7 P ? SSib1 ^ 
situations involving revolutions 7n P rovid ed several examples of 

E-Sf-SiS 3i ? '£ i g F ln 

-ch as those which occurred in g£? VrY f f f f 

neutral no^overff Sfffhff t t0 - Huseein ““ various 
investigations of the actions of the^r*” ■ ° r ?f? lzatlons conducted 
uprisings of 1991. One sich i nlS? ^ during the 

Rights watch (HRW) , a neutral non d™? >° n conducted h Y Human 
associated with anv anvommel™ profit organization not 
military actions ThH^™- ' pr ° vided details about Iraqi 
HRW interview of a resident oSf^ Huss ein a summary of an 
in 1991. According to the witness bfc witnessed one such event 
tanks approaching Basra The lefd^niFh d* f olumn of Iraqi 
to its front being forced to act If had three children tied 
questioned regarding his knowled™ duman shields, when 
military in 1991, Hussein replied th5i- SUCh ac ^ lons of the Iraqi 
this information does not deserve a he belia ves 

the benefit of the interviewer « ? ly ' he would answer for 

He added that, in Iraq each oh-Md d n f tated - "It's a lie." 
family. Iraq "does not have orphJn^ 3 a father ' a mother, and 
Regarding these three children pb walking the streets." 

parents?" He questioned why the inte^S’ " Wh ° Were their 
tank commander would act so^rresponsibir^" 01 ' 1 ' 3 a * C6pt that a 

F ^■^S 1 5oSS t 5S.*£2 

boobing, anU burning . ^cSXfa 

IjSej iet&xxZ 
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re^ti^ t ^L\ m ?L h Sr? e S d f S?ie ted by Hussain 

"the lie is clear." 7 d fc deserve an answer from him and 
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incerview^^” Value Detainee # 1 ) was 

Baghdad International Airport (BIAP)^ hn^ 0111011 facilit y at 
provided the following information ' Ba9hdad ' Irac J- Hussein 

advised th^ today ^s^iscussio^woul 13 iterview, Hussein was 

documentary regarding the situat-inn f lnclu de the viewing of a 
the aftermath of the^ first^lf^S/ 11 S ° Uthern Ira <i in 1991 in 

documentary^ H^stite^that 8 ^ 0 ^ 111611113 before viewing the 
from a certain background baJp? pers ° n P r esents information 
experiences. UP ° n hls , be liefs and life 

affected by the thoughts of^thers^ 3 person is 

information on Iraq or anv obhSJ ^ person Presenting 

viewpoints. The first i a Y - try s P eaks from three 

beliefs. The secoS L l IcaS " CCOrdin9 to own 

m his own country. The third and f nn?° n • hlS llfe ex P eri ences 
what is known by the person 2al?di ™ V Vlewp ? lnt is based upon 
Nations (UN) and inteLational^w Lnginf ormat ron from the United 
interviewer, "what is vour = Hussein then asked the 

offered that this information Inulrt y ° U u? h °I! the film? " Hussein 
answer questions in the best manner. Snable hlm to com ment and 

to all the^f^ts and^STthl truth^H! 61 ” that ° ne muSt listen 
you know the truth?" He added that Vh ussa m asked, "How will 
using western media, possiblv biS^^ 1 J? terviewer would be 
Hussein stated "Your Y biased, to determine the truth 

am a prisoner^" COmt ^ ^ arete. I 

must directly contact the cl™! « % ho searches f °r the truth 

of concern, "in tS LSlnS S so^he^r'^ 01 "^ in the mab ter 
Hussein staced one would eS a ?ol „ t i^ 
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sent by Iran . Those 

Iraq including looting burnina n h6r aCtS in s °uthern 

that one should contact other. 5 ** sha^Si’ ( Hus f^Sion. 

prepared i^th^est^n^f irs^broadc 00 ^^^ SUCh 33 this ' 
neutral film produced by neutral iJri^vfa ^ America - ^ not a 
film is likely based upon the ?eaSf n I ? ^ . He added that the 
the United States, Internationa? 5 ° f , Christ , the laws of 
States. Hussein emphasized that £ difn J lfe in the United 
interviewer in a difficult nosit-inn dl 5 n °j Want to put the 
interviewer must "learn the truth ^ i^i added that the 
it, nor as the film producers tell it n0t as Husse in tells 

hour documentary . 1 Hus^in W 5tated n +-h t t r ?? d the ap P roxim ate one 
southern Iraq "could be seen anwh^ fc he SCene showin g Shias in 
the Shias shown in Karbala in the even now - " He stated that 

surrounded, as depicted. m referenc^t^® n0t COnfined ^ d 
regarding scenes showing Iraqi reporter - s words 

Hussein asked, "Where approaching the mosque 

in the documeAta^S^catSq tS^p" added th3t a ^Ament 
the Shias to rise up against the T r; ,~® Sldent BU3h " enc ouraged" 
confession of the crime " qi 9 ove mment is "a 

\y 

Of the documentary, 1 the S Sm e V of 1 the ^ esti ° ns including the date 

the non - gove rnment a 1 

southern 1 ^ aSd^raJIle^to^S^dish^ 119 ShiaS Wh ° had fled 
Hussein stated these individuals ^d? h tarritor y in northern Iraq, 
they appear to be happy » He added tw a P pear to be scared, 
Kurdish, not Shia. PPY ‘ dded that these individuals looked 

documentary^ Hussein^Sted tha^his*^ 17 23 minutes of the 
time had arrived. When the inte-n 1 exercis e time and prayer 
exercise period could L n ? ted to Huss ein that his 

replied, "I think it is e ?S so faf the da ^ Pe 

documentary could be viewed another- a' H ^ sse m added that the 

viewed another day and asked, "Why rush?" 






further prompting S or\uestionina ded u SeVeral comment s without 
states the S?ia ?oS 2p agaSs^the that th ® documentary 

encouragement of President Bush “Lf^ government with the 
"traitors rose up at the order of ? T®^ Stated that the 
war on their own country. oreign country" and declared 

Khoei demonstrates e a n C ontradiction t in theL^th ° f Sh±a A y atollah 
the commentator, Khoei believer -i „ the truth - According to 
religion. Huss4in stated JSoJi • sreS P ® aC6fUl 3Spect of ^s 
questioning indicates he aof°® f re P!y to commentator 
politics aid ?e«S/?iS!eS wiCh the o£ 

direct contradiction to the acti^^f n ? h “ s £“[ Sein ' this “ ln 

Hussein reiterated "we^an^e^thf depicdion of Shia conduct, 
that if an insurgent does not surrLK' 1 ® - " Hussein stated 
confronted with force He added ? f^ hlS wea P° n ' he will be 
Hussein shrine in Karbala as a La do ?® Shia used the ^am 
Hussein stated that the blood shown' • for /heir resistance, 
shrine was from Irani " comrade! „ the lnside walls of the 

fro. Shias kilied during an^i”^.^ “* not 

film whose "tinglms rcp'orlediv 1 ^' dlvidual shown in the 
mute. The documentary Sovided^o ? ? have sim Piy been a 

cut his tongue, other than Iraqi milita^iSSlSgeLf Y " 

walking and^depirting theirLillaaeL Kurdish ind ividuals shown 
He added that the y J y ££ 

the Shias regarding the ^hinasLh 6 *" ^ h ® cominent ator questioned 

and occupiedLheirLitL" SfsLSd " criminal s came 

SS 2LrSSLriLl S 1 L C "Z t SSld nd ^ ^ *™°Lruth. 

would act this way about ™ngT^^ 

and to Pro^e H hirJLm£trat°a C lLe? U date eWln9 the documen tary 
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interviewed Marcus, **ainee # 1 ) was 

Baghdad International Airport S facilit y at 

provided the following iSomatfo^ ' Baghdad ' *««I- Hussein 

X Prior to the nfarr fv, 

advised that today's discussion won! lnterview - Hussein was 
previous meeting. He was iSol a cont inuation of the 
the viewing of the remaining portion^? dl ^ cussion w °uld includ 
the situation in southern Iraq in 1991 in d ° cumantar y regarding 
first Gulf war. Made in 199 ^ AL the af termath of the 

Hussein's Latest War" and is AarStf^K 1 f titled "Saddam 
Michael Wood. The intervipupr k ated b y British commentator 
documentary approxim^™^? 3 ;" “S's "'“ in3 ° f the 
into the program. ^ mutes and thirty seconds 
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provided by a Jpeake? S^^^documenta^as £ figure 300 ' 000 
of Shias killed in southern Iraa hv S ^ he estlmat ed number 

interviewer noted that this f ioSre^H ^ H Iraqi . government . The 
portion of the documentary vieS?i5 ?h^ en dlscussed during the 

source was the Iraqi government 1 ! ■ previous session and its 
Iraqi government informed the Kurds ■ t0 the film ' the 

been killed. The interviewer added that th 1S number of Shia s had 
Iraqi government is believed m fc ? at thls messa ge from the 
to the Kurds not to defy the government intended as a warning 

actions a^ilst the^arsh^rabs ^ e f S fh f Iraqi government 
poisoning of water resulting in AL ^ including the 

destruction of villages and 5 klllin g of fish, the 
Hussein commented that some of fv,- 1 ' 31111119 ° f the mars hes. 
have been filmed at the site of thP> SCSne ^ shown did n °t appear to 
continued, one scene Jho^edV^rsh ArS flmal^ the doc -entary 

sn Arad female commenting on the 

M tte rei It ls th 

y - “ a its c“* 





treatment of her people by the Iraqi government. She stated that 
they had nothing left and had to leave their homes with only a 

bef ore ? SS Reeds ? " Hussein lau 3 hed and asked, "What did she have 

The documentary then showed additional scenes and 
provided commentary about the Iraqi government's treatment of the 
in ,p? OU ~k® rn T ra <I' the Kurds in northern Iraq, and the Marsh 
Th ® fllm discussed the possibility of placing Hussein on 
tnal f °r these atrocities. Hussein stated, "Now that they have 
apprehended me, let them put me on trial. 11 

The film then ended after a total of approximately 
fifty-five minutes and fifty seconds. Upon asking the 

19 g| rVleWer ' Hussein was informed this documentary was made in 

Regarding the assignment of certain senior Iraqi 
leaders to positions in southern Iraq in 1991 who would bear the 

° f dea i 1 ?? with the Shia arising, Hussein stated. 
We assigned responsibility to whoever was going to handle the 

®a^ a !: 10 £'" hussein denied that he previously stated he did not 
an *; kn ° w the deta fl3 of how the uprising would be stopped and 

that he only wanted to know the results. Hussein asked, "Who 
says I did not want to know how?" Upon being informed by the 

i? t f rViewer that Hus sein made this previous assertion, he stated 
that any person's main goal would have been to stop the 
disturbances and to end the "treason. " 

Tde interviewer noted that this documentary shows 
the cost human and otherwise, of stopping the treason. Hussein 
stated that nothing was shown in this film. According to 
ussem, it shows individuals who were apprehended by the Iraqi 
government and some government officials who "behaved in a wronq 
manner when they struck them." He acknowledged that the 
documentary shows scenes of other topics. 

The conversation turned to a discussion about the 
definition of treason versus a revolution. The interviewer 
reminded . Hussein that he had observed a portion of the film in 

ch?= P f eV1 ° US nf eSS;L ? n claimin 3 that President Bush encouraged the 
la to revolt against the Iraqi government in 1991 . The 

S2 I Ti e, ^- fUrt 5 er reminded hitn that Hussein previously stated 
that the Shia, after Bush's encouragement, turned against their 
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own country and that Hussein previously stated he considered the 
Shia to be traitors. The interviewer noted that some would 
describe the Ba'ath Party in the same fashion regarding various 
coup attempts and successful coups in 1959, 1963, and 1968. The 
interviewer further noted to Hussein that some describe a failed 
uprising as treason, while a successful one is viewed as a 
revolution. Hussein stated, "I do not have a comment." He added 
that it was "beneath him" to comment about this documentary. 
Hussein characterized the film as not being objective and opined 
that it was made as further justification for "what was being 
done against Iraq" including the partitioning of the country. 

u Hussein stated that an accused individual should be 
allowed to defend himself. He asked whether Iraq was afforded 
the opportunity to defend itself regarding the information in 
this film. Hussein questioned the appropriateness of 
interviewing the President of Iraq about such a "propaganda 
film." He added, "We should stop this program." Hussein 
asserted that he had answered all of the interviewer's questions. 
He affirmed that he would not comment on such propaganda films. 

Hussein acknowledged that Muhammad Hamza Al-Zubaidi 
and Kamal Mustapha Abdallah were sent to Nasiriyya in 1991 to 
confront the Shia uprising in that area. Similarly, Hussein 
Kamil was sent to Karbala, Ali Hasan Al-Majid was sent to Basra, 
and Izzat Ibrahim Al-Duri was sent to Al-Hilla. 

^^0 Hussein described Al-Zubaidi as a "comrade in our 
party" who had reached the leadership position of Prime Minister. 
Hussein stated that he considers every Iraqi to be a good person 
until that person demonstrates otherwise to him. He 
characterized Al-Zubaidi as "good." Hussein acknowledged that 
Al-Zubaidi was one of the few Shia in the Iraqi senior 
leadership. When asked whether Al-Zubaidi was respected by his 
colleagues, Hussein stated, "That is another thing, something 
^-'-■^^ eren f ■ " Hussein refused to explain this comment any further. 
He added, as previously stated, that he will only say good things 
about his comrades. Based upon Hussein's answer, the interviewer 
stated that one might presume that Al-Zubaidi was not in good 
standing with his colleagues. Hussein replied that the 
interviewer could presume as he wished, positively or negatively, 
about Al-Zubaidi. He added, "I gave my answer." 
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X) Hussein acknowledged that Abdallah was a distant 
cousin and member of the Ba'ath Party. He stated that Abdallah 
served as an officer in the Iraqi Army but was not "in the 
government . " Abdallah assumed the same duties as any other 
military officer in the army. Hussein stated that he does not 
remember the location of Abdallah's assignments. When asked 
whether Abdallah held the position of Secretary General of the 
Republican Guard {RG) and Special Republican Guard (SRG) , Hussein 
replied, "I thought the questions related to what happened in the 
South." The interviewer noted that Hussein's perspective on 
members of the Iraqi leadership is important. Hussein reiterated 
that he has faith and trust in anyone, whether in the party, the 
government, or the military, until that person "behaves badly." 

He added that if he does not describe someone as "bad" that means 
the person is good. Hussein further characterized a "bad" person 
as someone who behaves in a manner contrary to the trust existinq 
between him and the person. 

^1 Hussein stated that during the war with Iran, the 
RG assumed duties on the front lines leaving Baghdad and the 
Presidential Palace unguarded. Thus, the SRG was formed, first 
of companies, then with regiments. At that time, many young 
officers served in the SRG including Abdallah. He would later 
become commander of the SRG. However, the commanders of the SRG 
and RG were not necessarily Hussein's relatives. Abdallah was 
one of the many individuals in the Iraqi leadership. Hussein 
stated that Abdallah performed his duties as would any other 
officer. 


M When questioned about the instructions given by the 
Iraqi leadership to Al-Zubaidi and Abdallah regarding the 
response necessary for the Shia uprising in southern Iraq, 

Hussein stated, "I explained during the last meeting." Hussein 
added that during the last session he also explained how 
information regarding the situation in southern Iraq in 1991 was 
communicated back to the Iraqi leadership. The interviewer noted 
to Hussein that Al-Zubaidi and Abdallah are in the custody of 
coa it ion forces. Hussein stated, "What do I want from them?" 

e asked rhetorically, "Do you think I would answer based upon 
who is in custody?" He added, "I am afraid of no one. I am only 
afraid of God. " Hussein stated his answers are not based upon 
who is m custody but upon what he believes to be the truth. His 
answers are not dependent upon who is alive or dead. Hussein 
stated that he is not the type person who would blame someone 

4 




Kamil 86 S a LSH S °nT iS '?? ad ' 1 SUCh aS blamin 5 the late Hussein 
Kamil. He added, I will only talk about myself." Hussein 

SIS « S S i “; rvle r r Calk di «=tly to Al-Zubaidi and 
Aoaaiian as they "know themselves better." 

. ~X^C. Hussein reiterated a statement made durinq a 

previous interview saying "any person answering you who, if it 

acce^ 6 " bUrd6n ' ^ lfc d ° eS n0t harm “Y reputation I win 

r, Tbe interviewer ended the questioning telling 

Hussein that he did not wish to further delay his ?Hussein? s ) 
prayer and meal time. Hussein stated, "Any government if it is 

addnrSSiS, 111 thS eyeS ° £ G ° d ' th “ “ should do so » He 
session 2v h™ a government are not few." Hussein ended the 

e 9 th WaS g00d that the interviewer did not 

prevent him from praying, as this would be one less sin. 
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interviewallLrcffS "Sof ?t ^ If™ ° etain « #1) » as 
Baghdad International Airport (BIAPl^^ahHad"'^ 01 ’ facillt r st 
provided the following information! ' 5 ' Irac ?- Hussein 

advised that^'today^s t discussi"nn t ° f ij h v interview, Hussein was 
previous meetings regarding JhJ a continuation of the 

in 1991 . 5 regarding the Shia uprisings in southern Iraq 
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a politicall.artJ^aScfS^hfS'ath 15 t”"” 1 £or the leader ° f 
members of the nartv as mociKi t0 attera P t to know as many 

difficult to h LSme y ac^Kn?ed :ith S-ath S ? in ; hoWe ^ er ' ifc was 
of the senior leadership) i th Part y members outside 

know as many members o/the Party as^os H ^ asein attempted to 
to meet many individuals^ tK^e*erS S ^“^ t Sf 

system bet^Jthe^arloufTJ the communication 

sssf* its 

directive was issued 2v the 1 bl ^ cans . ln America. when a 
all Party members. when^ Party SSr instructions were sent to 
a request was submitted throucrh t-hp = esired a certain action, 

Iraqi leadershin through the appropriate channels to the 

regarding the^ 1 importance 1 of W part UeSt ^K ned ab ° Ut his feelin * s 

describing fhe^^upSsXgs anf £ . atfpjrt^ct i?it?«3 U SSSg 
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this period were recovered aft-p-r ■ 

ln 2003. The translator read to H^s^n* 310 ? ■ ° f coaliti °n forces 
two documents written in Arabic On^ a Portions of copies of 
1991 , described as report nSmber d * ted April 12 ' 

Abbas, Secretary General of the Saddle' f lgned b y Hussein Hamza 
to the Secretary General of the Wasit s ®^ tlon Command ' wa s sent 
to the document, Abbas wrote the letter ST Command. According 
his conduct during the "disturbane??? explain and clarify 

document, dated April, 199 ? 2a?ina no h ' 1991 ' The second 

Anwar Saeed Omar, Secretary ' General rt . number , signed by 
was directed to an unstatS, PV eCti ° n Command ' 

element. This document exolain* ^ ly ' ■ higher command 

"disturbances" in thTcitSs 5 rtam actions taken during 
including the arrest of approximate!? 7 ?o March ' 1991 

suspects in Basra. l n the letbe? . i lltary and civilian 

committees were formed and that- ho ar states that interrogation 
second Corps Charge ° f the 

two individuals on the same dav h k that . he personally executed 
further states that an SStJSa? %^ t ; nt ? r ^ tlona - He 
executed after four more days of inSSogSioJ? dlVldUals were 

the ac t i ons^de scribed 6 in 1 these document see ® in 9 contradiction in 

KmS:^ 

was passed. Hussein asked, ' "Wh?? iS 1 ?he°SSrSti?^" DUdgement 

appear to describe a situation^here*" 0 ^ us ?® in that the documents 
investigated by a neural ?i??h? L lndlVlduals were n °t 
investigative body was previously dis? necasa ity of a neutral 
respect to the situation in Kuwait by Hussein wi th 
committed by the Iraqi milita™ a? d crimes reportedly 
in 1991. The interviewer f??S e ? ^? g d°^ Upati ° n ° f the country 
appeared not to have Se cSj« to d?? the ind ividuals 

previously mentioned by Huss?i? as jSf ■ themselv «s , as also 
stated, "i did not say anythin? v 3 imp °rtant . Hussein 

that Kuwait and this issue are ? "tw? J h f ^ Waitls • " He commented 
documents discuss acts of "treacheJv^d 6 ^ bhlngs • " These 
stated that it appears that the ^ f abota 9 e -" Hussein 

defend themselves. The interviewpr 1V1 )- U ^ 1S v,^^ have a chance to 
individuals mentioned were not aiven^hfo^f 1 ^^ 6 ^ the two 
themselves and were executed on ! opportunity to defend 

"Possibly. Possibly ntt ? He aSSd' ? USSein responded, 

y not. He added that this is a report which 

2 
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may not have included all the detail «= 

may have been simply bragginq to show ’ hi HU f Sei ? stated the author 
accomplish a task. He questioned t£e hl f.3° Y ty and abil ity to 
If true, Hussein stated that when the ^ alldlt y of this report, 
decides to place the individuals ime comes and America 

trial and Iraqis have resumed 1 f ° r tbese crimes on 

will investigate this matter. dersh ip of the country, Iraqis 

to ask about^" intlmal Slqi^lnts^f ^ interviewe r had 

because you are an employee of the 1 ? 91 ‘ He asked ' "Is it 
interviewer noted that he is et? J merican government?" The 
fiction and to -^separate fact iron, 

the refereMd^oouSn^^wSho^f the “ Comment on 

fhe “• r? ssiirs 

futthen ^estioned^JSn-iin^i^S^^r-eoSlr^ 
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SSA Georcre 
ssa| 

Lsr 


v; 

interviewed ““oof « 'ff ,Yf lue «> was 

Baghdad International Airort ? et ™ tlon facility at 

provided the following ISoSatio"’ ' BaSMad ' Ir ^ H “=aein 

advised tn^f'todars t session t wSld f be h a lr,t ~ rvle "' Hussein was 
discussions regarding the Marsh Arabs of sSSth^n^^a^ ““ 

acknowledged^ t ha t ''he L hJd ’ 1 itoSIT t ? u t int ew, Hussein 

period of time. When HusseTn^ th the Marsh Arabs for a short 
hoped that it was -God's will- that^hP 71 ^ ^ ^ early 1960s f he 
Upon returning, Hussein kat de wou ld return to Irao. 

Iraq through actual experience in are^ 3 ^ J is ° Wn knowle <2ge of 
had never spent significant time ^ fche coun try where he 

marshes. Hussein described life in^h? 1 " 9 fc ? e mountain s and the 
as "enchanted for any human being - rh ™ arshes of southern Iraq 
not pleasant due to the oppressi?e heat s ^ers, however, were 
the presence of insects. P? heat and humidity as well as 

the Iraqi government," Hussein^tated that* 18 marshes conducted by 
choice of preserving nature at- t-ho that one was faced with the 
sacrificing a bit of nltuJe for^L^Z™* of human ^ or 
noted that the water in the inhabited** 8 humans - Hussein 
not always clean due to human anri an' p ? rts of the marshes was 
inhabitants of the marshes d?ank d th?i mal ^ P ° llution - The 
a resuit, illness was preva^en? inciudSa^'/^ bathed in it: - As 
bilharziasis, an intestinal lnc -luding widespread 

relatively low. Hussein statJ^'r Llfe ex P ec tancy was 
simply -sit back and watch this miseS*? 1 £ overnment could not 
government decided to "bring them n He added that the 

che Mar5h Arabs “ a ^ - -S 3 t SLiS 1 Si 22S& 
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lif e^f ^he^Marsh^inhabitant^or^o^rinq 6 ^^ 6 SimplS ' primitlve 

insulted^" ° f life — “ ^^3%, 

Hussein stated chaf ,11 . 

again described the marshes a? "o^r 1 ° f . Iraq 1S bea utiful and 
there for days in 1981 and 1982 H cbanfced - " He added, "i slept 
Hussein stated he would travel to th^i" 9 5 h f b time P eriod ' 

Iraq war in the morning, then return tn^ llnes of th e Iran- 
evening upon completion of his duM^ u marshes in the 
period as "the best of days » He claimeJ U R^\ deSCribed this 
each year from 1978-84 visiting the marshes h ® SP<5nt PartS ° f 

called Baida^ locatedHi^the^iddle^f """hh 1 ” in 1980 ° f a villa ge 
information, residents of Baida attacked 6 marabes - According to 
Hussein stated this was not a m a a ]j tac * ed a police station, 
fashion. He traveled to Baida in a sim P le 

carrying Hussein and others one carrvfSi three boats ' one 
and one carrying "news people » trT^ 7 9 hlS P rotectiv e detail, 
on television. According to Hussein th was filmed and shown 
happy to see us." They slaucrhto a ' be residen ts of Baida were 
thinking Hussein and his entoSagrwou?^^ ^ P re P ared a meal 
However, the group onlv roman' n ^ 9 « ou ld stay for dinner. 

Hussein never asked the residents of r tbr ee hours then departed, 
a police station. At the ^me Lsfef? 3 Whether they at ^cked 
member of his protective dotafi Hussean was questioned by a 
investigation ?f tSe p^tJcSatiS^of th 5 the . ^essity L an 
the attack. m response he P s£a?pd ° f the residents of Baida in 
The evil ones also got themessaae" S°° d ? eo P le understood me. 
similar act had subsequently occurred H ™ Sein added that if a 
properly." 4 y occur red, they would be "dealt with 


i Hussein stated that tt« • 

relations with the Marsh Arabs h™ f 1 qi 9 over nment had good 

foreigner into the situation bs However, upon entry of a 

that some of the Marsh Arabs * were corrlmr " Hussein asserte 
particular, the area of rr 0 u re corru Pted by Iran. in 

route beginning during the time^of the^R^ 6 ^™® 3 smu 99 lin g 
suggested that the family seen in tSe vfd ° f Iran ‘ Hussei " 
the interviewer was from HwJiSa ln ^ V±de ° P revi °usly shown by 
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the marshes for the sake o/the inhabit 9 ' °^ ernm ® nt chose to drain 
reasons for Iraq. He reiterated ?h?r S and f ° r stra tegic 
modernize the way of life for th^S govern ment wanted to 

"not live like animals"™ ^LeJn be^J ^ 30 that the ^ w°nld 
Iraqi to live in these conditions WaS anfit for an 

was also conducted for a strat-<=rH A he draina 9 e of the marshes 
existed connecting Basra to AmSa£ ° nly ° ne road 

road was completely surrounded bv^he m ^ 9hdad ' At Points, this 
entered Iraq in 1984, their mai marshes ' When the Iranians 

and to isolate Basra. According? th”*? fc ° . cut off this road 
to drain the marshes and build Iraqi govern ment decided 

route. a Dulld 3 detour providing a secondary 

homes in t^^a^Le^for^he^nhibi ? tU f ied the ±dea ° f buil ding 
showed that this project Sould tS ‘ However ' research 

particularly in the areas of sewaae°and XP ? nS ^ Ve and com P lica ted 
result, the idea was abandoned ^nd ,-* d electric ity. As a 
build housing complexes on drv lard f S g °^ ernmen t decided to 
Arabs. The ?esidenS we?e W s the dis P laced Marsh 
build their own homes. Hussein statJd^w 6 ^^ allowan ces to 
provided water, electricitv ® bated that the government 
for the inhabitants. Previous lj tefrlT Servdces ' an d schools 
professionals would refuel ?o Y A tea ^ hers an d medical 
to four times their normal salaries. ^ marShes unless P a id three 

two, three^br fou^day^^^’i^the 6 marshes as "nice to visit for 
would "eat you" and life 'was ve™ h UXn ™ er ' howa ver, mosquitos 
that humans have a need for nr?^ S ? : . Hussein acknowledged 

days at a time. He added that bUt ° nly for a few 

the film commenting about the Marsh k man P reviousl Y seen in 
aid >=here? * Visi “ r ' but 

personnel ^ thi^lraqi ^iniltrv of ir,tervlewer talk to 

understand how the drainaae was ? f ^ rrigatlon m order to 
task was accomplished within threat 3m ! nted> He added that the 
individual or individuals who desired months : Regarding the 

drainage, Hussein stated the Iraci 9 <-rm and su P ervised the marsh 

the Ministry o£ Irr lgati o^nTS4 Si 


3 
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SrsSes Y e ? P S rtS ? articipa ted in the 

Hamza Al-Zubaidi claimed to be the^a^hitlct^of^h Muhammad 
drainage who first proposed = architect of the marsh 

Revolutionary c» (£c?, “'S Iraqi 
"Maybe." Hussein stated however- thaf 1 ^ 91 ' Hussein responded, 

SSi*SLSSSTit r M tS“ L a . «e e ' : SLSS t 

2M& id 

of the idea of the dSinaSe o? tS. to be the originators 

ss 1 ^ 

Arabs while simultaneously cutting P cS\he “Jat^ f fofsuSls 
Iraqi army^sStSrHnd^ahotf 0 ^ ■ rep ° rtS of the Presence of 

ad n ^ sssstt.'Sjss'tiLi” 1 and 

iwiSf^or'J5 S “o?r«ST=SS?? of deserters . As 

abandon their duties This has n^' so ™ e . individuals decide to 
continues to occS today durJna °^™ d ln ^ he past and 
law is applied or the individual -i a 2 r a deserter, the Iraqi 
authority. Hussein stated that- tv| S pardoned b y the appropriate 
marshes It southern aTwa n t? P ^ Se " ce of deserters in the 
to the drainage 9 n0t 3 cont nbuting factor which led 

marshes after Sll^^he^eJpoSje of^the^ 5 bGgan USln9 the 
"the same as that of anv ? f he Iraqi 9 ov ernment was 

law. " Hussein could provide no Smn?f "f those Who violat e the 
to saboteur activity. He denied that a of a government response 
confronting saboteurs and XserteS L ttil existed 
were typically pursued by the police l nr*i t h deserters 

members. in cases of mutiny sSch as'that^ ^1 citizens, and family 
Hussein stated the army would iSteSeS u , existed in 1991, 
that there were probablv Hmao u , ’ Hussein acknowledged 

deal with saboteurs Y When the Iraqi military had to 

marshes was considered^JiS^tobth^drainaS^h^ 1031 Value of the 

t' o cne aramage, Hussein asked 


4 
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SS£ h SS. B ^ 1 £i?ni^ 0n Se S addId n that the ’ are f Where the 

area of the dam were moved orinr S ruins located in the 

that some discussion most likelv hoot' ° n f tructlon - Hussein opined 
concerning the movement of thJL place re 9 ardi ^ issues 

from starvation Srsc a °L th af ?Sf V ?f SUS savin 9 ch = People 

tha marshes "was studied" Ld "there ? drainage of 

the marshes. " e ls no historical value of 

government^. th^enJiLnmLtaT 131 ' 36173 ^ 0 ^ given by the Ira <?i 
marshes, Hussein replied that hP^ 3 ^ ^ f , the draina 9e of the 

experts for -the next twenty daJs-SL noted thLt ^ 

not allow the Indians to live> s = ” oted that Americans did 

colonization. He Sked what Y had ? xisted Prior to 

American and European companies fro 16 / 11 ^ 1306 which prohibit 
the Amazon, which^he described as th^- ? troyin H the jungles of 
Hussein asked, -Do 1 the lungs of the earth." 

or do we worry about the existence? S T ° f birdS and ° ther animals 

whether the water of the marshp. -v, ° f J raqis? " He further asked 
sake of preserving the marshes or umh f aVS been was ted for the 
otated, "What we did was reVrecV " Se ' Hussein 

should reopen the water now The added , if not, Americans 

news article reported local' Iran? ;^ erviewa r noted that a recent 
collect money, Rented a Slid™ Clt ^ 2ens dld ^ in fact, recently 
in order to Llow^e? Va?Ss° £ ““ 
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SS_A Genrop 
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ss: 
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interview^ayT^Oof^fl i?i?h Val “ e ° et ? inae #1) “ as 

responded b? askinS IfeE 1 e P ° lnt o£ view ' Hussein 

S*iSS.S3£e SlSISTr ^?? 1 ^' 2 int^Swe^ere^igdt 

that this humanitarian e£for™lf spJead'thrSugS™ ' tSf worfS^ 
would tell them. sewers, or the family of the pilot, he 

SSSx' 11015 

Americans hy tellino them L! "u Hussein responded to the 

S2S2; -F SsS the 

5T: 

Affairs Ministry HussSV l q Aziz ' or possrbly the Foreign 
or the ForeignAf fairs S Minis ter hiS concu ^nce to Aziz 

Americans in 3 £indlng ?he ?emaIL distance to the 
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„ , In 1995, Hussein remembered directincr his 

ubordmates to assist the Americans and the International 
Commits ° £ the Red Cross (ICRC) in excavating Se cSsh sit. 

r ?r mb \ r I" exact t3etails ’ but believe! ST lifted 

nq Aziz, through the Revolutionary Command Council fRrri in 

!TfS-'- n ? thlS Husoein stated te „oSd £v. tSted 

S»? arry ?f the res P° ns ibilities regarding tK 
eSS ' 1 n ° C have been a need to assign anyone 


Intervi ewers then started to question Hussein 
regarding the committee that was established in 2000 recrardincr 

ofh Sein 9 “ i< * ly besponded 1 S y 2 ^?i!g S Sf ln9 

numani tanan side of this conversation has ended." 

finriinrr , , Interviewers asked Hussein how he would qo about 

Hussein «ir^ t ^ 1 . him that y° a spoke with him, Saddam 
Hussein, and ask for their assistance in findinq the remains 

thatch advised that the Americans must promise 9 the Bedouin sheik 

pn!t Sd 2e C S!% r S! d W i th ° nly the rema LTS Sf* 

himself ?n SJIlnn 6 ^ any ° ther reason - Hussein prided 

people 5 ^ excellent relationship with the Bedouin 
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conversation in^his ITentiL^ ? e ° rge L ' Piro in casual 
following information: e11 ' Saddam Hussein provided the 

Hussein was advised^of ^^accorrml CU jf rent event s in Iraq, 
the signing of the nil coSs?SStioi Iraq ' t0 delude 

turn over of sovereignty to the Iranis d p y e P arat ions for the 
effectiveness of the Governing CoSS^gc^ • ^ questio ^ d the 
could agree among themselves to a • in hls Vlew the GC 

advised of the eventual elections S ? ecislons - Hussein was 
people will have the opportunity to whlch the Iraqi 

leader. Hussein stated that elect a 

elected leader durinq occuriaHnn peo Pl e would not accept an 

past when King Faisal was bronuht-*^ haS ex P eri enced this i n P the 

SSA Piro debited ?o £“ S e£ U ?Ee Britlsh P °”« 

T^b' s ^ I 5 aqi people want control over th^ P 11 ° f Irac I is in which 
United States forces to remain ij Iraq government, but want 

Hussein's ^^l^hich^a^beiSa^ ^ air condit ioning in 

advised that he is used to li^LHirnSv at / hat time ' Hussein 
rS 6 an , ext ravagant lifestyle HussS^ d P ers °nally does not 

the number of palaces and their ePPtravJaanf < 3 uesti °ned about 

stated that the palaces belonq tffS 9 f fc nature - Hussein 
person. Before 1968, the Iraai hnl? natlon and not to one 
primitive and made out of mS aT^ basicall y very 

historically archit- P n-c ^ mu ?" As ln western countries 

building castles. The palaces^aa th T ir ski11 and designs by 
opportunity to develop Keir ski^ architec ts the 7 

the improvement of the desicm n f <-y, bicb oould then be seen in 
Additionally, there wls a ^ he typical Iraqi home. 

Israel, especially during the las the United States and 

to ^ Un f ion ' tha leadership Ld to mX/an^d ■ F ° r the government 
to rendering decisions. if there ? d dlscuss issues prior 

locations that the leadership rn.dd! ° nl T two Palaces or 
easy for the elimination of the IraaiX^'d^ !f ould have be en very 
twenty palaces, it was much more^if ficuXXX^' , Howeve r, with 
the location of the Iraqi leade^hln to track or identify 

belonged to the notion, ’ 
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prepar^ d f ;? hirpJStectiofdetaU ^ ‘anSTd^ W ° Uld Sat What was 

demands. Hussein believed n ',_ a j d dld not bave a lot of 
that he had an extravagant lifestyle whf^i a misconce Ption 
to evade capture. Hussein b(=i i ■ whlch lea d to his ability 
by betrayal. «ussern believes his capture was solely caSed 

\y 

time aside for H f ictionll^JadinS 6 ^ 16 Was long ' but he would set 

Part5 ayS K° Uld include me etings g with m the 1 o?h hS enjoyed ver y much. 
Party members. Hussein claimL v, tb the other senior Ba'ath 

people as he found the bTtte\r s ? * Ily ” et ” ith the 

rm ; Clon - Hussein would meet ° Ur=e of accurate 4 

her day. when asked, how could he* Cltl2en s daily, or every 
were honest during their d-i^m-io be cer tain that the citizens 

afraid? Hussein Replied that th?^' fa ?° St would have been 
he had a extremely long relat i nnov, ■ could have been the case, but 

inJo?° ?Ula J i0n kneW he sou ght the h t?uth th Iraqi people and 
involving his half-brother Watban Ossein gave an example 

Minister of Interior at th4 tfm* Jbrahim Hasan A1 -Majid, th e P 

that while stopped at ab traffic ligSt C1 Wat 2 b n Husain 

the traffic light Huqqpir, ^ *. 9 “t # Watban fired his nistnl = 

»“ true. Watban ' ac ta^“« n ^ Cted "“ban to determLf 

‘” M his family at a higher sS Jl^an E" Clai " ed that he 

understanding SKESrSESlt,, 1 ” " aS interS! sted in 
American movies. According to Hus4 P and f id S ° by wat ching 
American films, from thesJ he de^ff A f e watched numerous 
American culture. h develo Ped his opinion of the 
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relurtanh 4_* ^ that many were of tho * for sometime. 

Tho^ 11 ^- r ® luctant to cooperate Sith «-? raqi government who were 
Those individuals were loyal St , - he wea P°ns inspectors 

Xt waa cliff llult^r tSS 1 ? 9 S e0ple 
secrets ? Slr files and turn ove? a U of ^ bS tDld one da ^ to open 

ps.sl»itrHEsssn:“ 

*• ?£ :« “ ids Sf“~ “ 

, tneir cooperation. 

United States the strikes against Iran h.. h, 

-pr^rSd^tlfL^i S 

» or 

q lk a 9amst the USS Stark 


••Stsilskk rss , rei It . 
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mistakes. ^ussei^claimJ^LaJ^cL^l 1 ^ 7 t0 ° penly ad mit to 
mistake. Hussein believed the^JN risoW?^ tha strike and its 
Iraq were based upon the United st 3 f PQ ^ tloris and sanctions on 

advised of Libya's cooperation with th^ f™ 51 " 10 ?- Hussein 
decision to dismantle their lncludin g their 

international standing has iS^A v S b ® cause °f this, Libya's 
lifted. Hussein was fur the? aSIsf/? Sanctions may soon be 
£ ° r its ProblemJ as a ?IsuS the 

” lbh the :Jt; - Hussein stated Iran in .i, D ltS Hard-line position 
relationship with the United ^ past had a good 

maintain that relationship which wn, *, raq always wanted to 

countries. Hussein cite^that L benefd tted both 

Iraqis trying to obtain visits fo? SivM ? f ^ ties : the ™"ber of 

surpassed the number at other emba^-i 1 tQ ^ he u nited States far 

Embassy . ocner embassies, including the Russian 


sovereignty/ t^ 5 f ° r the defense <* Iraq's 

the Iraq and Iran War, as Iran the USe of ^ du?ing 

Iraq. Yet, Iraq did kot use S md du ^ the sovereignty of 

sovereignty was not threatened ? 9 the 1991 Gulf War as its 

countries were frightened of Ayatoll?h\h eigto ? rin9 Arab 
a meeting involving several ArS^? ? Khomene i and Iran. Durinq 
officials voiced thei? feJrs^^f^”® 8 ' Saudl Arabian 9 

even though the United States Sas the?? ^ The Saudis stated 
was too far away while Iran wa P ally ' the United States 

this me /tin 9 . he sSg^ted tiat 1 fh b ° rder ' Hussei » claSed 
Ayatollah Khomenei with a ????; they reach out to 

against them, Iraq would be the first '^ and tben if I ran rose up 
aggressiveness. The nth n first to confront Iran's P 

was the only one 32 Sem'^ 1 and Irag 

2000. wher2/e H st«eS a speech >» gave in June 

was disarmed; and his own words 0/1 a°i dlsarm lmtl1 the region 
that Iraq possessed WMD. Hussein claimed . as an admission 
the region to be fully disazM claimed his intention was for 
did not project that messaqe Hussein was advised his speech 

i£fn Sai d h u WOUld then Provide cL3fi2t* d a C ° Py of his s Peech 
informed the Coalition had galterS Hussein was 

Hussei^denied^hiZ^He/a^then'/^/^^ l££S ^''' £bC g apaba lity 

country would do this without his ^fedle^^Ss^i^, ' 
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Snisters e Jnd n asked r them'specSLJllJ^f 7^77 ^ 311 ° f h±S 

unaware of. All of his ministers stlted ha * mD that he was 

knew Hussein's position on matters clSkv 3 5^ Clted , the 7 
his position was that Iraq did not hive HUSSSln Claimec \ 
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conversation, siddam^ussein providSfthe fill ^ CaSUal 
regarding Weapons of Mass Destruction 3 ( ™, f = llowln 9 information 

recently f ?hi f* Ge ° r9e . Pir ° * P°e™ he 

discuss Hussein's speeches SSA Pi opp ° r1 r u nity as a segue to 
hearing several poems from 'him SSA Pi ^ Vlsed Hussein that after 
Hussein's writing style which’wad ~ ro , ls now able to recognize 
recently read. ft wL clear to SSA a speech SSA Piro 

own speeches, which he confirmed f£rthe? ^L HUSSe J? Wrote his 
writings came from the heart stating all his 

reading his speeches, prefJrrinS he did not enjoy 

read by others, such as news br^dcf^^ t0 haVe hls s P ee ches 
feeling of writing his speeches and ^ ussein described the 

taking an exam. ln 3 r them was the same as 


V) 


speeches they come Sf he«f i£ “ rote his 

Of his June 2000 speech. Hussein rZli i S S ?i, What was the meaning 
to serve a regional and an operational d thlS speech was meant 
speech was meant to respond to ira^ 1 pur P ose • Regionally, the 
believed that Iraq could Sot apnea? threat ' Hu ^ein 

especially Iran. irag was beinS ak t0 lts eneraies - 

region and must appea? able^o by others in the 

Hussein was demoSSati?^ La?'f ■ ° perationall y' 

Nations (UN) in its destrurHnn compliance with the United 
Destruction (WMD) . ° lts Wea P°ns of Mass 

their com^bo?dl? 1 Jnd t belieSd n i?ln St?^ a aj ° r threat due to 

Iraqinto Iran. The possibility ollranl^ t0 annex Sout hern 
portion of Southern Iran wa« MiI a 5 an tr y in ST to annex a 
most significant threat facing ??Jq ein and Ira ^ aa the 

countries in the Middle East L Hassein viewed the other 

themselves or Iraq from a attack r k ? d could not defend 
believed Israel was a threat tTthl™ Hussein stated he 

specifically Iraq. t0 the entlre Arab world, not 
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relating t^hffKnif Sffff dial ° 9 ue on the issues 
though Hussein claimed Iran didfffh Ira ? £rom Iran ' Even 
Iran was the major Setoffs Jo ££ f Va .f MD - the <*«at from 
of the UN inspectors. Hussein stated hff nQt allow the return 
Iran discovering Iran's weakn^a be Was more concerned about 

repercussions of Se^nitX Stltll ^liabilities than the 
inspectors back into iraa in hfa £ hlS refusal to allow UN 
would have directly identified to thf 1 ? 1011 ' the 011 ins P ec tors 
maximum damage to Iran Hussein I f anians where to inflict 

his arm and stated sSikina ™ dem °nstrated this by pointing at 
the same effect as strikina some^ 6 fc u S forearm would not have 

would significantly disable tie ffjf v = elb °" ° r wrist ' “ hich 

indicated he was angered when t-he n the arm - Hussein 

1998. Hussein statS Iran cSufS h ^^ States Struck Traq in 
States strike for he viewed Sis S ? abso ? ed mother United 
exposing themselves to Iran. h 1 ° f a threat than 

capabi lit ies^ have S incr eas eSdr ama i Iran ' s weapons 
eliminated by the UN sanctions The^ff' ? hll f Irac 3' 3 hav e been 
and felt in the future as ?Sn ■ <= S effects of this will be seen 
greater threat to Iraq' and Se reaTon P ? nS ^£ aP ? ilitieS wil1 be a 
stated Iraq's weapons^pabilitfel, tbe f ut ure . Hussein 
of the Iraq- Iran War. Initially durina f\ factor in the outcome 
missiles with a limited ranieof during .the war, Iraq had 
(km), while Iran had no viable nr pp ^ oxima tely 270 Kilometers 
obtained long-range missiles 1 ?™ capabllit y. The Iranians 

into Iraq. ? he ifLSff S2 fff f 1Ch could strike d «P 

struck Baghdad. Hussein claimed 2 U f 6 the raissiles ' and 

? P ® ec J be 9 ave , to cease these attLicks^Lt ^h^T^ 3113 throu 9 h a 
attacked Baghdad. Iraa's sdpnHoto ’ ut tbe Tranians again 
that they could incrSe the of C ?rL£ 0 ^ ^ advised him 

reach deep into Iran. Hussein dfrei-r S missiles to also 

responded to Iran's attacks hv them to do so - Iraq 

with its own missiles. Hussein statS^^^’ 3 capita1 ' Tehran, 
arms to Iraq's strikes Hl ,„ o n st ated the Iranians were up in 

vulnerable to missile strikes Tehra n was more 

Baghdad, on the other hand was ° lta . geographical design, 
broken up into districts makina ??°nf aphlCal :?- y spread ou t and 
effective. Hussein identl f i o/fj™ S missile strikes less 

f ^ es ' 

the technology to design and develop*^* &5* S» 
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by its ora°p^dSction m ihile e Lfn°Ls i l Ya: t W3S limited onl Y 

could obtain. Iran was llmited by the quantity it 

its weapori^apJbilities eC to n inr? a hat Iran continued to develop 
its weapons capaSiMt^s'due to WMD ' while Ira <? * ad loSt 

Hussein was asked how Iraq would^^ 1 ^?®^ 10113 and san ctions. 
Iran once the un sanction? 1 d q Wlth the threat from 

WOU ?2 ? aVS been e *tremely vulJJrabf? ? G a S Ira <J 

would have souqht a semrin, to an attack from Iran, and 

protect it from T* the United Sta t4s to 

agreement would not only have b?nlfi?^d H ^ ssei ^ felt such an 
such as Saudi Arabia. SSA Piro bUt lts neighbors, 

would have assisted Iraq imm?Sel? ree qqA h pS : ^ UCh ^ a 5 agreement 
history between the twocountrie^ ’ ,■ h SS ^ ? noted due to the 
before the United States would ham t ^° uld have taken some time 
agreement with Iraq have entered into such an 

14 of UN R^uSS^Ia? ?tit?s r ?hS V th? d d HUSSein that P ara 9 ra Ph 
part of a total disarmament of th . disarming of Iraq was 

portion of the resolution was nSt enfnJr! £? g:Lon ' howeve r, that 
Iran would have loomed over Iraq esDPr^n 16 ' The threat from 
continued to advance its wpar,™?' especially as Iran had 
commented that under P n ca P ab ilities . SSA Piro 

Iraq would have needed to re^SSS??®^** W ° Uld appear that 
response. Hussein replied that rS 1 S ? Wn wea P ons program in 
necessary and agreed that Tr^io^ X ld have done what was 
abilities exceeded ItteS S a ?hl «gSi Cal and SCiMtlfic " as 

into Iraq ™ i-spectcra back 

Hussein stated this was a verv d-i f f i Gove rranent. 

the British Government had prepared' ? U ^n de ? 1S1 ° n t0 make ' but 
inaccurate intelligence it report containing 

which the united States 'was maKna intelli SencB on 
Hussein admitted that when it was 9 cle?r ^ de ^ lslons - However, 

United States was imminent h P 1 a war Wlth the 

Iraq in hopes of averting 4ar lns P ectors back into 

months before the war that the wafias in^itaMe!^ t0 hlm f ° Ur 

ralationshf?li H t U h S th« n <S& r ‘ a S? t *** Z^Tt ‘Iv'STthe chance, 
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« ,, SnS^i'SS S t £ 0 r thin3 Ira * to 
technological capabilities and resources 6 United State ' s advanced 

using the ^ephonT t wo"" occas i ons^ 6 ^ Stated he onl y recalls 

Additionally, Sussein dS not f ^ 1990 ’ 

than a day, as he was very aware If h ? IT ^ 10cation for more 

significant technological carah?! U ? lted States ' s 

primarily through the use of c^rieis^ HuSSein communicated 
personally meet with government JS ff® ■ ? communicate or would 
issues. Hussein stated that a technol’n 1S fc ° dlscuss pertinent 
country, such as Iraq, was vu 1 nerlSe° 1 ?I^S 1 g n ^ r stSs° Ped 

President ot^’ Iraq* Gha ztTl - Ya™/ ‘“h th<S lnteri,: > 

Yawar came from a qood familv La Y Ye ' Hussein stated Al- 
countries in the rfg?on SjecSn f 3V ° red the °ther 

it appeared the United states ha a Y ® aud f- Arabia. Hussein stated 
Yawar' s appointment? t 5?^^, ’ lo£ ° £ thou 9 ht i«° Al- 
told Hussein the selection of J? vt 3 selection. SSA Piro 
United States, but was a fu Was not solel Y made by the 

UN. The selection of the new IraaW- Y the United States and 
needs voiced by the Iraqi peopX q WaS based on the 

strong foundation on which tSuil/Sn 6W .Iraqi Government has a 
work to serve the Iraqi people L P ro ? rea ses in its 

he personally felt ab2ut their 'dfS^ ° tben asked Hu ssein how 
Government in Iraq. Hussein Loan ?o^° n ° f a . new President and 
Yawar, but SSA Piro stopoed h-imLL^ 0 , rea P° nd in reference to Al- 
SSA Piro reminded Hussein that h P h f sked bow he Personally felt 
SSA Piro that he stSfcSnsXerel STS, P f? V S USly made ib c ^ a r to 
However, it is clear noS ?o eJSvone bhe , President of Iraq. 

President, as there is a new President^ h<B 1S n ° lon 9 er the 
country and the people of i rag SsJ PiS°hifa r S PreSenting the 
longer the President of Iraq- he wac a r ° t0ld Hussein he is no 
he knows, saying what could^do « ?? nS ' 3j ssein re P lia d yes 
Piro asked him if he had anv thought fc , was God 's choice. SSA 
Hussein stated that it was in Gori^L a $° Ut hlS future and 
to Hussein that God was very busy Plro P ointed out 

issues than he and SSA Pi ro Y Hussein S° d had m ° re im P°rtant 

Piro told Hussein that his life is nearL^h 3t Y hlch P° int ' SSA 
if he wanted the remainder of his life £nd ' and asked him 

he responded yes. S llfe to have meaning, to which 






himself with weakf individual^ whn USSSln “ hat he had sur rounded 
responsibility for the actions of refusin * to take any 

other High Value Detainer Jit* former government. The 

Iraq's mistakes on HusSin to th ? b lame f °* of 

»hat could he do. Hussein' recognises that t/ ePU i d by sayin 9 
responsibility or blame ^“ at he ma y bear the 

themselves. h 1 others mh attempt to distance 
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conversation^" in^his 

following information: 11 ' Saddam Hussein provided the 

schedule c^sistefS? Seeti™ ° n '” OBt da >' s his 

preferred to meet them where LwLo*! L aqi ? ltizens - Hussein 
office. Normally, HussSn tried^o' L°f lived instead of his 
p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to interact with ^hedule time between 3:00 
preferred to drive himself anri Iraqi citizens. Hussein 

to ride as passengers Shioh L, i di f ect his protective detail 
whenever and wSver'he ia t d L™ the ability to st °P 
time to address individual issues ^f ein ^ t0 ° k ^vantage of this 
discussions involving .adLa^S^™ 

him for pulses of developing solutions 9 ldeas with those around 
around him to discuss issues Lh 1 L He encoura ged those 

other as well as with hiS H “L' exchan 9 e ld eas amongst each 

debating others even th!Lh £ ' , Hussein d ^ d not enjoy 
debater, and superior to tLseLn° nS aL red himself an excellent 

debates, Hussein stated h^norman’v"' 3 La' Whenever there were 
remain silent. ormally wouldn't take part, and would 

close to h^„i?hKlL d Sf ?riSfS dUalS either related « 
Tanq Aziz (Black List #25) was veL ?LLL ent ' Hussein stated 

English teacher ^^t£%E/n£S£«. 

thought lik?an U A?ab n LslLiroLtStld Al'JL'L ( L aCk LiSt #5) 
Bedouin, and Hussein stated that LL t ^ 1 ” Ma 3 1 d thought like a 

SSSiS ^ - - ss M - 

«a jid followed orders and ca^f^K™ 

Raraadan feL S*SS # 20 ^ 0 ^ 
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Hussein allowed^im^o ^° ntlnua11 ^ talked about himself, which 

Barzan IbrSm^asan" (Blacklist 3 #!?) hiS rt t w° ? Slf brothers ' 
(Black List # 37 ) . Hussein sL?L # n Watban Ibrahim Hasan 

but had a closed pe^oSuty SSA Pi^toS ^ intelli ^t, 
was not very friendly and wr.nl h L? k 5? ld Hussein that Barzan 
whom SSA Piro could develop a fri^Lh* the u type .° f person with 
stated that SSA Piro knlw BarzS^^f P ‘ , Hussein laughed, and 
stated Watban wasX 0 PerSOnallt y' Hussein then 

According to Hussein, Watban could Zt* 11 ' friend1 ^ but simple. 

duties and was not capable of handling nn^-° U ^ his Minis terial 
issues. ^ andlmg political positions or 

N/ 

List #4), Hussein 1 ^presidential 3 SeS Hamid Mahm oud (Black 

was a good and loyal employee who^f retary. Hussein stated Abid 
orders well. HusLin SeLLked SSA H ^ h±S duties and 

SSA Piro described to Hussein ^ 4 s °P lnion of Abid. 

salesman.- Hussein Lain meanin 3 a "used car 

in his description of Abid. 3 an stated SSA Piro was correct 
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conversation^ in^his L - Pir ° in oasual 

following information: 11 ' SADDAM HUSSEIN provided the 

with Al-Q^eda'. HUSSElN^rovided eTbriei^hisf Iraq ' S rela tionship 
conflicts between religion snecif historical account of 
rulers. HUSSEIN stated rhat >L lflcal iy Islam, and historical 

a zealot. HUSSEIN believed that^elialmS 16 ^ ±n G ° d but Was not 
not mix. Additionally the Ba'^th d ^ ^ nd n gOVernment sh °uld 
religiously based a it It arty ldeol °3Y was not 
HUSSEIN was clearVhv v, S founder was a Christian. However 
the West against his country P ° Sed anyone who collaborated with 

different fchf K^otfSat^aif fi* ide<>1 °^ " aS 
dld not have the same belief o? Ssion tW ° 

never personally seen or met Bin claimed he had 

there is clear evidence the IraSi l 1T ° advised HUSSEIN 

With BIN LADEN. SSA Pi ro soecif had P revi °usly met 
#104), former Iis M-4 Director 7 Clted FAROUQ HIJAZI's (BL 

in 1994, ABU HAFS AL-MaSiS^I'' s *1 BIN in Sudan 

request for financial™™^ of Baghdad ' a *d his 
replied "yes". HUSSEIN stated thflSi" 11111011 dollars ' HUSSEIN 
cooperate with BIN LADEN ssa ph™ 1 2 government did not 

Iraq and BIN LADEN had the same " why not " since 

Arabia. SSA Piro then cited him th! * ' , United States and Saudi 
my brother". HUSSEIN replied that t-h^rr^t- "a Y enem y' s enemy is 
Iraq's enemy, but that HUSSftint r,™ th ? V nited States was not 
wanted to cooperate witSfhf ° P5 ? OSed its politics. If he 
HUSSEIN would have wit^North Srea® °h ■ td \ Unite d States, 
relationship with, or ChiSa th WhiGh he claimed to Aave a 

attack at iStiofS attach? “ nited States ^ed the 9/11 

lost sight of the cause of 9 /n Lfp? - The United States had 
due to Iraq's contradiction between advised HUSSEIN that 

many believe Iraq miscalculated the eff s ^ atei I lents and actions, 
the American people and its leaders tects of the 9/11 attack on 

connection with bin LADEN or Al-Qaeda but den ^ ed hav ing any 

■H.J. yaeaa, but evidence showed 
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the effects of the^tS £| c ta'd-S 08 ®® 1 " denied “^calculating 
front of him. SI SSShoSl hi n0t hava an ^ options in 9 

which he claimed was llt an optTon " as “ leava lra< 3 

country to ^puS/tK InfaftfS™ ” as lr aq the only 

denied SSA Piro advised HUSSEIN thl^Se^rfn™ i ”” ediatel y 
reported to have applauded t-h« t**- , the Ira{ H newspapers were 

wrote editorials Igainst the at?a^ ^ , HU f SEIN stated that he 
which led men to commit these acts ' S£ cl*° SPOke ° f the Cause 
which could create such hatred to jh iT*? Was never viewed 

the attack, TARIQ AZIZ wrote personal i P f ^ ocen ^ P eo Ple • After 
attack to two individuals tterS denouncing the 

personally knew. T^se Clarke ' Which AZIZ 
communications for Iraa rn Hon! served a s informal means of 
he could not Lke anffom,? Zf 6 the attack ‘ HUSSEIN stated 
itself at war with ?he a ^ ncement aa Iraq considered 

was why the request of the Iraqi ASasc, H S SSEIN WaS asked if that 

Nations, MUHAMMAD AL-DURI to at tJS? ^ t0 the Dnited 

by the Council of Four It toSk thf • r memorial was denied 

personal request to HUSSEIN to obtain • ° f Porei 9 n Affairs' 

embassador to attend t-ho btam permission for the 

recall what trlnspited bSTSSS; ■ H ?f EIN Stated he could not 
ambassador attending tAe memSSt f 17 remerabe red the 
the ambassador attended the memorial HUSSEIN stated that 
United Nations, and would not a representative of the 

representative of Izlq * attended aa a formal 
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